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Ilere was a discovery tîjat settlcd the idcntity
of the mutrderer, as far as nîy uiind was con-
cerned: althoîîgh I was forced to admiit tlîat in
a court of Justice it would nlot bc strong enouga
to establish a presumption of guiît. It.,4cved(
clear to me that Walters was tlîc nian; but the
motive for the deed was involvetl in as mîucla
niystery as ever. Indeed, frorn the first, this
absence of motive for the commiission of so
grave a crime hiad been tue great stuinling-
block in the way of niy investigations, andi even
with the evidence which I liad in my possession,
I was sometinies nlmost tenîpted to doubt the
connexion of Walters witli the murder. -
Whether guilty or flot lie was nt least for die
present out of the reach of justice, anti it dici
not appear that anytlîing further could be ne-
complislîed.

In a fcw days 1 reccivcd a letter froni old
Mr. Whîite. stating thiat WVa1ters had returned
to tlhe. neighibutrliood, and advising nie to hasten
to the place.

1 expected titits information, and i abtcîîcd to
ul.ey tlîe suninmuns witlî ail possible speed. I
found titat Walters liad called on the widow of
the naurdered mtan, and she, hiaving no bi.s-
pàcioîî of wliat we knew. l.ad rcceived hinii iii a
friendly nianner. Even the father of the de-
ceased could flot believe that the young nian,
wlîo see:ncd so open and friendly, ltad i>en his
son's assassin.

limier tlie plea of iii hiealthi I took up nîy
al><de in the vicinity, andi detcrmincd te watch
the course of events. 1 knew that in a few
weeks somietlîing %vould probably transpire to
enall nme to -nursue mv enctuirics furthcr.

In tlîe meantime, I remaitned iii tlîc city nnd %Veek after week passed on, hut nothing
resumed nîy studies, after writing to the de- 1 orthy of note came under my observation. I
ceased's fadaer, to tell imi of tî..lidiscovcry s aw Walters frequently, anti lie certainly did

liadmad. I equste hin tewrit tnienont look to nie like a great eriminal, or cven
once ifanything fardier transpîred, or if AVal- like a person capable of committing szicb a
tors returned to the neiglibourhood, for I knew crime as nitrcler. Under ordinary cireuni-
tiat, witli the fatality tInt attends ail inurder- stances I sliould neyer have suspectcd hh»;
ers, lie would surely return to the scene of 'lius hr a h vdnc ftekiel
crime. I amn not prepnred to account foi the busth tiere rastc evienc fte nf-o
strange fascination which causes maen to trendwstatt>bgtoe?
tluus on the verge of danger. I only record a In thc nîcantituie Walters continued lis vigits
fact, whieli every observer of Iituma.n nature at Mrs. Whitc's, and it was evitiont to mie that
kîîows to be correct. lie iras not regardeti by lier witli an unfavour-

able eye. I became sensible that sonietbing
Ncarly a year liad passcd since tie tîurtler, niiist e <lonce speedily. or thais perplexing affair

wlhen, one niorning in looking over thec netw- would be furtlier complicnted by ncw entangle-
paper, I snw the name of tise barque Eleanor nients of a clinracter that would make further
nmong the list of arrivais. In the course of the investigations impoxssible. I impressed this
day I iront down to the %vessel, and found to iy view of die case strongly on old Mr. White,
surprise that the capùuin ivas an old iiequitit- and we decîdeci on a course of action thuit would
ance of my own. Hc invited nie into lus cabin, be likely tolbring tluings to acrisis. In fact ie
and, knowing liiii to be a discreet nian, I ex- resolved onf an experiment, irhieli c'juld only
plained to hini in a feir iords thte c>bject of niy fauil in case Walters was entirely innocent, and
visit. He told me Charles Walters lîad been which, in the event of bis being guijty, must
with hiii ever since lie lcft St. Joliin-tlîat lie succeed.
iras a first-rate hand, and thc last mian tlîat Trhe day after ire resolveci on tItis a fresh dis-
would be suspeced of murder. Hc was înoody covery awaited nie. Tiiere iras a fair or cattle
and sulent at tumes, but tîtat proved notliing. lie show in the neiglîbourbood, and every person
also told me that; lie lîad lcft the vessel tîtat for miles aroîînd iras there. I attended, and
morning and said be iras going to the country. founid tlîat Walters was tliere also. He iras

"lHave you a sailor here by tlîe nanse of P'aul ircîl dressed and irore, I noticed particularly,
Thîorold ?" I enquired. a very flaslîy waistcont. Several times in Uic

IlYes; ;lo shipped wvith menat the saiute tizno course of thc day I got near enougli te hlm to
as Waitcrs." exanmine the buttons on thiat waistcoat. If I

IlHis name iras on thie knife wliicli I found liad nny doubt before as to the identity of the
iii the ircîl." assassin, ail doubt vanislied after Uiat inspec-

"Was it indeed? tlat is strange! Perîîps I tion. Thc buttons on thc waistcoat werc cf the
lîad better eall him and sec if lic ever lent Wnl- sanie size and pattern as thc one I found in Uic
ters a lcnife, such as you describe ?" lane, on tlîe spot wheire White iras murdered!

"lDo se," I replied. I 1 astened to communicate this fact to old
Thoroid came aft at tIse eaptaiiî's suinnions, Mr. White, and ire resolved to carry out our

and, on being qucstioned, said that lic onice lîad plan at once, unodificd of course to suit tlîis
a sheath knife sudl as tihe one I found, andi tlîat freslî discovery.
ho lîad lent it te Walters, who snid lie liad lost I commun.icated with one of the local magis-
it, and gave bim a neir one in its place. The trates, and made such information as iras suffi-
captain appeared mnuch surprised nit tiuis int'or- cient to obtain a warrant for the arrest of Wal-
mation, but said he could flot believe tlîat so ters. Two constables were intrustcd with; its
good-natured a man as Waitcrs îvould ho guilty execution, and were to net under my direction.
of se great a crime. lWalters iras expected te ho at the bouse of


