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THE RURAL CANADIAN.

SHEEP AND SWINE.
FRENCH TREATMENT OF LAMBS,

A owe goes in young twenty-one weekn, and a
Iamb born ten or thirteen days before its time
rarely lives.  Yeaning is not attended with reri-
ous difliculties it the animals have been duly
cared for, and kept in a condition neither too
fat nor too lean. Before the period of parturi-
tion, they ought to be gencrously fed, and if one-
third of a pound of bran, bean or pea meal, cake
flour, cte., be ndded to their rations, so much the
better. The interference of tho shepherd with
the ewes is often useless, and frequently injurious,
Leave thern in tranquility ; but if a false presen-
tation takes pluce, introduce the hand, carefully
vubbed with oil or Jard in advance. If anything
more serious arires, cull in the veteriuarian.
Should puerperal fever show, the disease being so
contagious, the shepherd ought on no account,
touch a healthy sheep after being in contact with
an affected ewe.

Ewes that produce two lambs ought to be kept
in separate cribs, to prevent the young going astray
if the mothers were kept in the flock.  The num-
bering and marking of the lambs should tuke
place very early. The teats of the mother ought
to be regularly esamined, to ascertain if the milk
flows freely.  Ifnecessary, make the teats supple,
and remove any wool in proximity, so that the
Jambs may not contract the habit of eating wool.
If alligous well, the Lunb and its mother can be
turned loose after three or four days ; but if she
refuses her milk the svjourn in the shed is to he
prolonged. The shepherd ought to brng the
larub pear to the mother's teats aud mtk o few
drops into its mouth.  Asin the case of calves,
the first milk of {lie mother 1z good for lambs
If the ewe gives fon much nuli, @ certain quan-
tity must be milked away and the rations dimi-
nished.  This ravarh apphes, of course, to ewes
thas have lust thar lawebs. 1€ 3t be found that a
mether has not suflicient wilk for a lamb you de-
gire to rear, obtamm & nurse ; the same treatment
for o lamb that has lost its mother  Avad, of
possible, cow s mulk . but 1f 1t be a case of Hob-
son's choice, give the preference to the milk of a
six months’ farrow cow, The state of the udder
shonld be well Yooked after; for if the milk accu-
mulates, an nicer will be the consequence. If q
mother has too much milk, and the lamb cannot
censunoe all, reduee the forags,  If a mother dis-
likes a lamb, the shepherd ought to reconcile
them ; and if, in the case of $wo lambs, one takes
more than its fair share of mwilk, wuzzle the of-
fender ; but good milking mothers rarely allow
that partiality.

There cannnt be good lambs withoui good
niilk ; henee, select not only those ewes notable
for their milking qnalities, but supply them as
early as possible with sneculent food.  When the
laumb recognizes its mother, they can join the
flock. It world be well to have lambs yeaned
within fifteen days of each other gronped to-
gether.  This clacsification will aid the weaning
process. It wilbe a necessity if the yeanings of
the flock extend over five weeke. To enable the
lambs to be alone, it is good {o scparate them
when four weeks old, from time to time, from
their mother ; this can be effected by baving a
hole in the pen, by which they can run in and
out without the mother beisg able to follow them.
By closing the aper{ure for fixed pevierds the com-
mencement of the Weaning can be made.

Lambs ought never to suckle less than three
mouths, and weaning is the best time suited for
selecting those to be reared—free from defects in
chape, debility or fleece. Never reax any bat
good animals; their keep is not greater, and the
care they demand i8 perhaps less, For four or

if you havo them and cannot sell them, or do not

five months after the weaning continue the feed-
ing commenced during the suckling.  Tender hay
in excellent, inereasing until the ordinary rations
of the flock can be cnjoyed. To the hay add a
little oats angn enting both with the advancing
growth of the animal. When sent to graze for
tho first time care should be taken that the lambs
be protested from the weather, and at the samo
time be well guarded. 1If the period be damp or
moist it is not & ba-d plan to give a little hay or
dry fodder, or let them remain all day in the
shed. If the sheep are to be shed reared let the
building be well ventilated, the rations good, and
the exercise adequate. When ten days old cast-
rate and dock the lambs  The amputation of the
tail is much practiced on the Merinos and English
breeds ; the.appendage economically, is useless ;
it accumulates filth. In France the shepherds
bhave cver an interest in the yeanings being
good ; thewr salaries are increased, or a per-
centage aliowed on sales, less deductions for losses.

In tho case of & race of sheep that produces
two lambs, one is sold off at an early hour to the
butsher. To produce meat, the French ewes are
generally cressed with English rams. It is said
that the flesh of the female is better than that of
the male lamb. Often the mother and lamb ure
fattened simultancously ; that is, the former is
well iept on roots and hay before, as well after
yeaning, so that the mother, when dried, can be
casily finished off. Artificial feeding is not in
favour for fattening lambs. From M. Magne's
expertments it appears the rate of increase in
flesh of a lamb is, during the first week, ten and
one-half ounces ; the second, scven aml one-quar-
ter ouncek, and between seven and Jight oauces
afterward ; in otber words, & lamb gains, on an
average, in tan weeks after yeaning, about thirty-
four younds of flesh. The dizease that lambsare
often subject to, knawn as muguet, and which is
dur to feebleness of constitutivn and defective di-
gestion, is a eryptogamie kind of vegetation in
the moutb. It is often accompanied with chan-
cres. The mouth ought to be washed Ly means of
tow or old linen, on a stick, with a solation of
alum, common salt, or borax. Give mealy or salty
drinks, —N. E. Farmer.

WINTERING YOU'NG PIGS.

Pirs born later than the first of October will
need good care and skillful management to keep
them in a thrifty, prowing condition through the
winter. This is particularly the case if yon keep
thewn in large numbers, and it is a good plan to
sell all yon can before winter sets in. Peo;le
who keep only two or three pigs to cat up the
slops from the house can handle their late pigs
to better advantage than the large farr:r or
breeder. Sush young pigs nced milk, greasy
water, or broth and bread, or covked potatees,
with cora meal pudding ; these are more hkely to
be liberally furnished from the kitchen when you
have only two pet pigs than when yau have two
scoro or two hundred. Whatever method of feed-
ing is adopted, 1ct it be liberal. Let them bave
all the good feed they will eat——no more, no
less. Let them have good, dry, comfortable quar-
ters 1o sleep in, and disturb them aslitttle as pos-
sible. Pigs are in part bibernating animals.
The more they sleep the better for them and their
owner. We do not want to fatten pigs in winter.
We simply waut to keep them in healthy, grow-
ing condition, and the fatterthey are when winter
scts in, the easier it will be to carry them through
the winter. Pigs well wintered, are in good con-
dition t¢ thrive well on grass and clover next
summer. They will do far better on pasture
alone than young spring pigs. We are nol now
advocating having young pigs in the autumn, but

wish “to, then take the best ecare of them, and
fced liberally. The most profitable pork we have
cver made, was from young pigs whicl. hnd been
well cared for through the previims winter, and
the next summer fattened on clover fpasture.

4 Dug STORY,

Somo years ago, in the northern part of Now
England, Farmer Adams bought a drove of sheep
from Farmer Scott.

‘I need some one to help me drive these sbeep
home,” said Adams, “for the read is long, and
winds over ihe mountains and through tho
woods.”

“ There 18 nobody here to go with you; but
you may have one of my shicpherd dogs,” replied
Scott. *“ When you get home give him o good
breakfast and tell him to go back und Le will find
the way all right.”

The sheep were all turncd into the ypasture, at
the end of the journey ; but the dog had been so
efficient that Farmer Adams thonght he would try
to keep bim. Thereforv he was chained, and
only allowed freedow enongh for exercise.  After
feeding and petting him for a week, that he might
become wonted to the place, one evening his chain
was loosed to allow him to tuke a run. At eight
o'clock they called hiin to be tied up for the night,
but no dog appeared.

About a week afterward a letter from Mr. Seott
stated that the dog bad returned home bringing
all the sheep.  He had evideutly gone to the pas-
ture, gatheredsthe sheep together and driver: them
back to their former home.

Moral. De not try to steal a deg fur you may
lose your sheep.

DRESSING SHEXT.

Many farmers are deterred from the ue of mat-
ton on their tables from the woojly tuste of the
meat when killed at home.  The raason of this 1s
almost wholly in the wanner of dressing. To
obviate this all that is necescary s the cxercise
of care. Allow the shecp or suumb no fuvod for
twenty-four hours before slaughtcr, but allow all
the water it wante. Just at mnightfall, having
everything prepared, scize the anieel, hang up by
the hind legs, cut the throat, being sure to sever
all the arieries of the neck.  Asroom us dead, dis-
embowel ot once and then sk quackly and with-
out allowing the wool to touchi tl.c fle=b.  Spread
the quartersto cool the carcase a~ quickly as pos-
sible, hang in & cool, sweel place, and yon will
not be troubled with woelly-1asting 1mution.

POLAND-CHINL.

At the National Conventivn of Swine Breeders,
at Indianapolis, Nov., 1572, the fullowing charac-
teristics were decided ujon o determimng purity
of breed :

** The best specimens have good length, ehort
legs, broad, straight backs, deep sides, flanking
well down on the leg, very bread, full sqeare hams
and shoulders, dropping ears, short heuds, wide
between the eyes, of sputted or durk colour; are
hardy, vigorous, and prolitic, and when fat are
perfect models all over, pre-cruinently combining
the excellencies of both large :ud small breeds.”

Most barnyards are larger than they need to
be, and the consequent scattering of manure
make it much more diflicalt to save. Earlyin
the feil the entire yard should bo covered with
straw to the depth of & foot or more, to absorh
the solid and liquid e¢xcrement that would be
wasted. If the barnyard is too large for this a
portion should be fenced off and the stock kept
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out of it,
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