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Says the Interlor: "We are not so
anilous Vo annex Canada as to see Somte
of!lher gooti ideas .tra.nsplanted to this

side of the border." That is ail right;
you Can have ail the Ideas you want,
but not a foot of territory.

Severai brewers have testl!ied before
the Commission that t.hey sold more beer
in Scott Act counties whule that law was
la3 force than bel ore its adoption or after
lts repeal. If prohibition inîproves their

business, why do tliey ask compensation

for loss of property anti business should
a prohilory law be passed. If the
Scott Act lmproved tratie, why tiid they

spend money la repealing ItL There seems

to be a screw 1008e somcwhere.

We belleve we are correct In saying

that there was not a passenger killeti
on any raiiway ln going to or returiig
!rom the Centennial In Philadeiphia ln
1876. It has been f ar otherwise with
the Columblan. There have been sever-

ai serious accidents, anti some of them
were of a nature that it was very liard
Vo reati the tietails. Of course the aum-

ber of people carrieti to anti from Chica-
go was much larger than Vhe number at

Pliladeiphia ln '76, but the difference

ln numbers could not have matie ail the

tiifference. The soUitity of the East anti
the excitability o! the West may have
been factors ln the- case. Whatever the
cause, the Worlti's Fair will be a sad

memory ln a gooti many homes.

Once again we remndt our frientis o!
the danger o! trusting too much to meet-
ings in this plebiscite campaign. A gooti
meeting may be lnforming or stimulat-
ing, or'both, but it must be one or the
other to make it orth holding. If a
meeting iaforms the people, It is a good
one, because many people necti informa-
tion. If It rouses Vie people to action
it does gooti, because many need Vo be
roused. If it tioeEs neither, it is no use.
[n fact, it is worse than useless, because
the time andi money spent on it might

hiave donc gooti ln some other way. Or-
ganization Lihat will bring out the votes
Is the Indispensable thlng. Ballots, noV
speeches, will be counteti on the evening
o! p.olling day, anti a speech that doei
not Increase the ballots for prohibition
Io no une.

wlth that awful fact starlng hlm In the

face, can retail Yankee stories to make an
audience laugh, bas as littie moral earn-
estness as the audience that laughB at

lPor many years it has been consider-
eti a goodt ting by emperance anti mun-
icipal men Vo compel a large majority
o! the retailers o! liquor to provide a
certain amount o! accommodation for the
travelling public. A certain nutuber of
rooms la the house anti stalîs la the
stable were nccessary in ortier that a
license coulti be secureti. Several experts
la their evitience before the Commission
trleti to knock that olti theory on the
heati. They werc quite certain that the
best plan is Vo separate the liquor-seli-
Ing from every other form o! business.
A capital move, they say, was matie whea
the liquor andi grocery business were sep-
ateti years ago, andt tey, are rilht. Tliat
was a gooti stroke o! business. IV. is
now conteadeti that it woulti be an equal-.
ly gooti move to separate liquor-selling
from the business which fintis accommo-
dation for tire travelling public. Quite
iikely that woulti be a gooti move too,
shoulti the plebiscite fail Vo fint a. su!-
ficient majorlty.

The Commission on the liquor tques-
tion has serveti at least one gooti pur-
pose. IV bas been matie clear by the
evidence that the temperance sentiment
o! the Dominion, andi especially o! Ontar-
Io, has matie marveilous strities forwarti
tiuring the last few years. Prohibition-
ists anti anti -prohi biti onists, temperance
men anti brewers, experts anti ordinary
citizens-witnesses of ail kintis agree on
that point. Thiere was anothier point
on whichi they ail agreeti, anti that was
that the influence o!fVire Churches was
one of the principal factors in bringing
ab)out the change in public sentiment. 0f
course no intelligent nman neededti o be
toiti that, anti no fair man wouiti tieny
it, but between the present tinte anti the
f irst day of January, many of our reati-
ers may hear tliat the Churchies are re-
sponsiI)le for neariy ail tire drunkenness
ln the Dominion. The testimony of
prominent men anti not any too frientily
to the Churches, Is certainly o!f muchli-
portance on this point. Hati IV noV been
for the steatiy Gospel work donc for
years ln the Churchies, whiskey woulti be
flowiag in every corner o! Canada to-da.y
as freely as it flowed thirty years ago.

Why in the name o! common sense
shoulti a jutige hiave extraortilaary pow-
crs Vo defenti hînsel! against criticism?
The reputation o! other prominent citi-
zens is jusV as dear to thesaselves anti
as valuable to tire community, as the
reputation o! a jutige, but there is no
power given them t-o put their crities in
prison without a trial. Fair, intelli-
gent criticism helps a man, anti even
unfair criticism hurts no man strong
enough Vto be a jutige. Principal Caven
hati his own share of newspaper criti-
cism turing thbe Ecjual i tits excitement
anti Suntiay car f ighit. What carthiy
difference titi it make Vo hlm. Mr. Mac-
tionnell's name was la every paper ln Tor-
onto ncariy every day the street car ex-
citesment was on. Who thinks any the
lcss of hlm for that. Principal Grant
is untier newspaper flire nearly ail the
time. He stands lV iVhout, a squlrm
or a scream. If the offentiing editors
caileti at Queen's, lie would Vake theni

for twenty-five years. He lfs very popîz-
lar lu the sebool.

WHA T CA S TING OFF PA S TORS INV
THEIR PRIME 15 LEA DING TO.

"I shoulti like Vo please you, father, Il
I coulti, by entering nie ministry, but I
think I can serve Clirist as well la some
other calling la which I woulti noV be
hiable Vo be cast off as unable Vo work
at fifty or fifty-five." Is this a common
feeling among the stuticats tCrat you as-
sociate witil? "Ycs, very common, anti
besities it is a very comnmon opinion that
the strong inen are aot eatering the min-
istry for this reason, but arc going into
iaw, iuedicine, or other professions."
This, which is part o! a conversation
Vîrat Vook place between a well-known
anti most influential minister o! Our
Churcli anti iis son, is ominously signifi-
cant, proviCrcd the facts are as stateti.
Thiat wlrich ref-rs to the young man 's
own course ifs certai-nly as it le here glv-
en. He is noV going to enter the minis-
try, anti one, ai lea8t, o! the reasons why,
is, Chat lire mighit be cast of f at f i!Vy or
f ifty-five, as hie secs many others being
cast off. If this feeling is common, as hie
avow-et it is, andi that the stronger men
are avoitiing Vre .ministry for the same
reas-on as lirint3eif, tirere is gooti grounti
for the utmnost solicitutie onl Vie part of
the Clurch ai what ls before us. The
infatuateti condiict o! our people la rua-
ning so blintily anti pcrsistently af ter
young men, hiowever pious anti devoteti,
yei vihout experience, anti casting off
men who botîr have experience anti are
yet lu their intellectual prime, ls likely
if it goes on to cost Vihe Churcb dear.
Slie is losing ia botil ways, disgusting the
mobst able anti aspiring youths, so that
tirey arcetiriven froni the ministry, anti
she loses what miigit become a glory anti
honour anti powver Vo lber under the bless-
ing o! Goti, anti casting oat o! hier pal-
p-its anti fromn lier service Chrose whro might
enrichi antiatioru lier as they oaly can
do îvho have spent Vire iargest portion o!
their lives la loving devotion Vo ber in-

erests for Christ's salke. Not ministers
alofle, b)ut ever-youje w-ho loves Vihe hurch
anti ail that tihe Clurch rneans o! incal-
uable benef it anti blessing Vo our coun-
try andt o mankinti, is sureiy calleti up-
on Vo give this matter the most serions
consitieration, to discover, if possible, the
cause ànd remetiy for a state o! Vhings
which ail admit anti teplore. The causes
are without tioubt many anti diverse. One
turing, may be sait, which o! itsel! means
rrrrch. The cause is certainly noV that
Vire Churchi is becoming more intensely
spiritual la lier membership anti life,
anti because o! this youag men are pre-
ferreti anti oltier ones cast of!, !or no one
wiro bas hati opportunities ot observa-
tion -woalti say that the preachiag or the
l! e o!fVthe youager mca are marked by
a deeper spirituality than those o! the
oltier mca wbo are being cast aside fer
them. That is noV Vire reason, anti that,
as w-e rave saiti, means mucb. On the con-

rary, because the teadeacy o! real piety
la every man anti perhaps nmore s0 ln the
case o! ministers than of niost others, le
to become moretdeep, Intense anti ail-per-
vading with years, there is great reason
Vo fear that the main cause o! the cvii
gro-vring among us, ls a decline in spirit-
ual life. There ls great activity, we ad-

palatable. The discussions wblcb for
many years bave been agitatlng the
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kie gi'ves weight Vo the view o! a coti-
trIbutor, L. A. C., that the wlse course

for the Cburch Vo pursue is - irst tO
strengtben anti raise Vo the bighest de-
grec o! efficlency one misslonary lin<er-

Cburch On some sucir vital subjects as In-
spiration, for instance, have no doubt
shaken the faith o! mny andi begotten a
large amouat o! practical la! ldeiity, even
among cburciî-goers, anti consequent ln-
difference as Vo who iV is that does the
preaching or what or how they preach.

No doubt mach is due Vo the spirit o!
uarest, the love for change which bas
been prodaceti anti is constantly minister-
cd to by many Vhings wbich characterize
our time. Notbing remains long la one
stay. "There is a tremeadous feeling o!
unrest," saiti the MotieraVor o! thre Synoti
o! the Maritime Provinces, the other day,
la bis atidress Vo the Synoti. Tis af-
fects Churcîr relations as well as all
otirers. "The day," lie atits, "for long
pastorates, is eviticntly over. The Churcîr
shoulti strive Vo solve the problenis con-
necteti with pastoral changes." Minis-

ers are very wideuy anti tieply affecteti
by tins spirit of unrest as every Moder-
ator o! a vacant congregation kaows.
Thre aumber wbo apply for a *"heariag"
la vacant charges is 50 great, as almost
Vo leati one Vo conclutie that there are
very fcw- o! our miaisters who are not,
wiiling or eve anaxious Vo make a
change. These cases for Vire Most
part become known t-o Vhe congregaVions,
anti when once they geV Vo know that
their minister woald move if lie coulti,
they are la maay cases noV only wiiling
that hie sîrouiti move, but are aiso laax-
ions Vo help hilm Vo geV bis wish andti ke
the first plausible reason that arises to
do 80. ' To a certain extent Vîren, tire
biame lies wiVlr iinisters theniselves.

"This is the yoang peopie's age," sait a
speaker at t-be Christian Endeavour Con-
vention hleut a Motreal, anti the great-
er scope anti power givea Vo young peo-
p-le laali lCirurcîr work anti life by tîrese
societieks, andt ieir natural prefereace for
Virose more like their owa age, w-ho nay
reasoniaiiy be expeeteti t-ohave dloser
an(i more reatiy sympatiry witlr ther, liras
undoubtedly its influence, not only with
t he young, but also wlih parents, la
chocsiDg youtlr raLlier tiran age Vo f111
up vacant pastorates, anti make vacant
places for y7oung mca. Often the first
anti chie! question wlVlî respect to :ay
mnister wantcti for a vacant c.ongrega-
ion is, "Willi ire keep or wYll he tiraw

the 3à ousmg " Parental coatrol anti la-
fluelav-e been relaxeti, andi insteat ,of

parenirititawiug their clilidreir tu, atii
keep-ia-g thenr la the Cîrurcîr by a' spirit-
uial life anti claract-er, exercising a steatiN
influence la the home anti over tîre fani-
ily, they look Vo Vire minister V'o do Vtre
tirawimrg, witbout tiistinguising very
care!aily, la may cases, what the 'nature
o! the tirawing may iýe, 'whetirer reaily
t-o Christ by t-ie power o! a new 111e be-
gun la the sou], or oniy Vo an outward
connection w-iVl Vhe Chiurcur by means o!
some one o! the maay societies w-hie have
come Vo be regartiet as an indispensable
p-art- o! IV, if noV VIre Cirurch itseif, anti
for whicb the buoyaacy anti !resh en-
tlrusiasm o! youth are better f tteti-
than the gravlty o! riper years, wilci
iasVead o! commentilag a pastor Vo bis
people, are olten withoat hesitation or


