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t"What is His name ? " asked a heathen wonan of a missionary who was
talking to her of Jestis. " Tel] me His namie again. 1 do flot want ta farget it."]

His namne? Ah, sister of tht darker brow,
The naine ai Jesus will nat leave thee now;
Once taken ta thy heart and mnemory
It will remnain a ioy and strength ta îhee
We pity thee that thou 80 flate hast heard
The narue which bas thy lave and wonder stirred,
And we half envy thet the strange new bliss
Of learning ail at once who Jesus is.

Wc heard Ris naine in many a cradle hymn,
When cyts shone brightiy which are long since dim;
Our mothers used ta speak it in their prayers,
Our fathers iound it helped themn in their cares.
We learned ta say it in oui earriest years,
To make us goad, and take away our fears;
And al aour lives, in wanî or grief or shamne,
We have been camforted through this dear naine.

There is fia other naine that saves from sin
And makes on earth the lite ai heaven begin;
Lt binds us here below and those above
Together ta the Father's heart ai lave.
t takes away froin death ils pain and sting;

And teaches the forgiven ones ta sing ;
t wakes the longing ta be good and pure,

And give us courage bravely ta endure.

The naine ai Jesus bas rnast wandrous might,
'Tis inspiration, wisdomn, guidance, iight;
It surmmans men ta duty secretfy,
And, thaugh none watch, they serve God loyaliy.

t is a trumpet-caîl, and tht great crowd
Responds when saine high truth must be avowed;
It makes aIl seek the right and shun the wrong,
And fuls tht sauf with jay, the lips with sarg.

Who have flot hearts ta trust and eyts ta sec,
Dream fiat how niuch ta thent this naine might be.
Salvation, hope and love ai righteausness
Rave they who knaw how jesus Christ can blesi.
Tht highest lite of earth ta thein is given,
And everlasting lufe with Huim in heaven ;
O dark-brawed sistet- who dost know His grace,
May we ail sec Hum, ane day face ta face !

-Marianne Farniszgharn.

STOCK- TAKJNG.

BY REV. JAMES HASTIE, CORNWALL.

As we are nearing tht dividinz fine which separates tht
aid year front the new, thetlime bas came for stack-taking in
t he Lord's Rouse, that cangregations may know where tbey
stand spiritually, and devise wisef y for tbe.iuture.

I shall furnish a iew simple tests ai spiritual progress and
leave tht reader la apply thent and note the results.

,r. Sometimes nurnerical increase is a true evidence of
sp5iritualorogress. " Somnetimes," I say, and I say il advis-
edly, because ibis test is fiat always lrustwortby. Rere are
twa congregatians, e.,«.f anc admits la tbe communion table
witbout hesitation liquar dealers ; extends ta manufacturers
and vendors of s trong drink precisely tht sarne Cburch priv-
ileges tbal are given la lawyers, and doctors, and farmers.

In examining applicants, tht malter ai regeneration is not
referred ta ; enough if tht applicant passesses a fair moral
character and a knawledge ai the simple doctrines ai Christi-
anily. Tht other will admit fia liquor dealer 10 tht Lord's
table, however wealthy he be or educated, while tht neces-
sity of regeneration is placed in the very forciront as a quali-
fication for the communion table.

Need I say that il is almost certain that tht former con-
gregation shall outstrip the latter in numerical growth, but
equally certain that it shall fall far short afiti in moral power
in tht commqnity.1

Or, again, mere envirofiment may makeé tht numnerical test
af i tIle value.

Take tht city of Toronto, e.,«. A new cangregation in the
rapidly-growing suburbs doubles ilself in a year by tht mere
influx ai those who werc members and adherenîs ai tht
Church eisewhtre. A Church'down town is statianary as ta
numbers, or dirninishes, though under an abler minister than
tht other, because business establishments are steadily crowd-
ing fantilies away fron t is vicinuîy ta a distance, where îhey

scores ai people going la fia Churcb.
Now, in Ibis malter, Preshyterians are condernned oui ai

their awn mouth.
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If, as tbey allege, Presbyterianism, bath as ta doctrine and
polity, is apostolic, surely the Presbyterian Church sbould
ltad the war in rcacbing ail the surrounding meal and cont-
municating ta it its own rare virtues. If Presbyterianism is
thc best tbing in the world for Presbyerians, is it flot equally
good for those who are strangers ta its excellences ?

Wbat, then ? We conclude that if sinners sit year by year
under a Gospel ministry, and remain unsaved, that Cburch
lacks the spiritual pragress which Christ designs it ta have.
On tbe other band, if souls are being convcrtcd praportianate
ta the means af grace possessed truc spiritual progress can
be predicated ai that cangregatian.

2. Contributions. Not unfrequentiy a man's giving is a
better test of bis spiritual state than anything else is. Men
there are who are ever ready ta pray, ta speak at meeting, ta
attend revival services, ta accept office in the Churcb ; but
ask them for a contribution ta a gaad cause, ask them ta in-
crease their present givings ; and if Vou ask tbem once yau
will neyer want ta repeat it.

Look at a collector's boak ater be bas canvassed a con-
gregatian and you wil! make a discovery which will supply
ample material for a long sermon on Christian stcwardship.

Rere is a man witb an incarne ai $Soo a year, whose posi-
tion is as precariaus as is bis employer's tempr-two dollars
he bas given. Rere is a man warth twenty thousand dollars
in money and lands, and bas besides an incarneoa i flteen
bundred a year-be gives fifty cents.

Rere is a name with $5 opposite it. Next follows a iante
witb $i, a man this who could give $20 marc casily than that
ather could give $i. Such a subscription list, I say, is a capi-
tal gauge af tbe spiritual condition ai the several mnembers af
that congregation, assuming tbat the abject in question is anc
deserving ai liberai support.

Christ llimselt accepts the validity ai this test, and judges
men by it.

Read Luke vii. 36-47, and you learn fromn Christ's words
that tbis despiscd womauls abounding beneficence in pauring
upon Rim the castly aintment was flot anly a sign but alsa an
effect of her proiaund lave for Jesus. While the nan-giving
on Simon's part, wha criticizcd the woman sa severely, Jesus
declared was conclusive proof ai bis religiaus indifference.

Similariy, again, Cbrist's reasans in Matt. xxvi. 6-13, re
Mary and the alabaster box ai spikenard wbich she broke and
poured an tbe bead ai ber Lard. This act, Christ declared,
proved the gennineness and greatness ai ber love. judas'
querulous camplaint against ber Christ rcgarded as proof ta
a demonstration that tbe fault-finder had fia religioni.

If'any furtber proof was needed thiat aur contention is
valid it is supplied by aur Lord's picture ai the last day, in tbe
xxv. ai Mattbew (vs. 34-46), wbere the rigbîeous are welcorned
into everlasting bliss on proof af ibeir generous givings wben
on earth ; while those an the left are doomed ta perdition for
withholding their contributions wben an earth !

A man's contributions, then, the contributions ai a congre-
galion, afiord anc excellent crilerion of tbcir spiritual condition.

3. Peace and harrnony 1 name as a thtird evidence of true
;6rogress in a congregation. One ai the titles given ta Christ
in propbecy is the IlPrince of Peace.» One ai the benefits ta
mankind announced by thc herald angels Christmas marning
as resulting frnmthte advent was "Pence an earth." One ai
the fruits of the proclamation ai the Gospel the world aver
shall be, according ta Isaiab, Ihat men " shall beat their
swords mbt plougbsbares and their spears into pruning hoaks.
Nation shallflot lift up sword against nation, neither shal
they learn wàr any niore."-ii. 4.

On the eve ai Ris deaîh, and when sitting at the sacra-
mental table, Ht laid down Ibis rule ai lufe for all His fol-
lowers: IlA ncw commandmenî I gîve unla you, tbat ye lave
anc another ; as I have loved you that ye love anc anoîher."
-John xiii. 34.

On the other band discord and disunion are specially
noîed as proof ai the absence ai vital godliness. Writing ta
tht Cburch in Corintb, St. Paul saith IlNow I beseech yau,
bretbren, by the nante of aur Lord Jesus Christ, that ye al
speak the same thing, and let there be no divisions amaong
you; !but that ye bepneriectlyjorin ned together i Ibe-same m

haw this can be donc, viz., by lreasuring up tht Word in aur
hearts and teaching ilta our children. Sec verses 6-9.

David's stability in the faith and bis progress in divine
lufe he ascribed ta bis close and constant study ai tht Divine
oracles. Ste Ps. cxix. 97-105.

Tht ground on which tht Bereans were declared ta be ai
a bigher order ai Christians than those af Thessalanica was
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because they excelled the latter in Bible study. Sce Acts
XVii. 11, 12.

What, according to Paul, is the secret of Timotby's marked
superiority as a Christian ? Is it flot because from the cradie
be bas been fed on the sincere milk of the Word ? Now, docs
flot this prove beyond question that ane of the surest evi-
dences of spiritual prosperity, as weIl as one of the best
means to gain it, is the prayerful study of God's word ? When
revival services do flot resuit in a marked increase of Bible
reading 'tis safe to say that there was more of the human than
of the divine in such a revival.

5. The converiion of souZs IZ tie as a fifth evidence.
Surely 1 need flot spcnd timne proving that the prime purpose
of Christ's mission to earth was to rescue the perishing ; that
aIl the agencies nccessary to accomplish this grand purpose
are now at the Cburch's disposai ; that wherever an unsaved
soul is faund that soul should have the Gospel pressed upon
bis attention.

AIl this is indisputable.
But, 1 want to guard against tbe mistake oten made, viz.,

that unless souls are being cons erted every Sabbath the
Cburch is declining, the pastor is a failure, and God is flot
bcing g]orified.

Whule conversion of souls is one af the prime purposes of
the Word and ordinances, a purpose wbose importance can-
flot be over-estimated, it is not their anly design.

Rooting and grounding believers in tbe truth, building up
sàints in their most holy faith, belping them ta add to their
faitb virtue, ta virtue knowledge, to knowledge temperance, to
temperance patience, ta patience godliness, to godliness
brotberly kindness, to brotherly kindness charity-is fia less
the design of the Gospel, antî wben being realized is a gond
evidence of spiritual progress.

The birth of a child into the world is a inamentous event,
an event fraugbt with vast possibilities. But, are a parent's
duties ta that cbild ail discharged when the feeble little crea-
ture becomes an inhabitant af this world ?

Ras it flot afterwards to be fed and protected night and
day to be educated in secular and religiouis learning, to be
bclped ta get a start in lufe, etc. ?

And are tbese subsequent matters of littie or no accaunt,
or to be lost sigh. of in the presence of the initial event of
birth ? Surely flot.

For a time the main work in a congregation may be flot
50 much ta plant new trees in the Lord's vineyard as ta prune
and develop fruitage in.those trces already there.

In doing this the pastor and bis co-labaurers are doirig a
grand work, Christ is sccing of the travail of Ris soul, the
Roly Spirit is bcing honoured, God the Father glorified.

But, while this subsequent work is to be faitbfully attendcd
to, still the conversion of souls sbould neyer be lost sight Of
for a moment.

Nor, in order ta secure conversions, sbould it be tbought
indispensable that a stranger corne upon the scene, or tbat
peculiar metbods must be employed (thougb sametimes novel
means should be resortcd ta). Conversions should be cx-
pected in connectian with ail the ordinary means of grace-
the prayer meeting, the Sunday scbool, the sacraneits, the
preaching af the Word by the pastor.

Everything necessary to this end is within the reach of
pastor and members that is within the reach of the itinerant
evangelist. Why, then, nat expect present results ? Paul
n.ay plant, Apollos may water, but Gad giveth the increase.
Should any anc year pass without any conversions coming to
the knowlcdge ai the pastar or his associates, a searching en-
quiry.aught ta be made, and prayer-importunate and con-
tinuous-be offcred ta God tufi the spirit af lire descend and
vivify the dead bances.

Many other criteria mîight be given, but these rnay sufice
for present purpase, vîz.:

Numerical increase whcre this is practicable.
Liberal contributions.
Peace and harmony ini the Church.
The prayerful study ai Gad's word.
The conversion of sauls under the regular means ai grace

as well as whcn extraordinary are emploved.

world needed ? [n hardly any way cauld the ncccssity for the
Spirit's belp bave been mare forcibiy shawn than in the j
command ta wait for Pentecost.

Unlike the waiting for earthly plants ta mature, sucb tarry-
ing is certain af its abject, if the delay is for that oniy, and if
the gift ai the Spirit is earnesîly sougbt. Witb the Spirit shed
abroad as it is to-day, let us be sure that any lingering arises
irom divine ordering, and not front indifference or siaîhiulness.
Waiting in prayer and watcbfulness will surcly be iollowed by
zealous work and great resuits.


