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R E~FE.RRING to the prolongcd dcbate in the
New York Prcsbytcry on Revisian. the In-

icrior says:.
They are having an " illigant toine " in the Presbytery of

Newv York. Preachers andi eiders are mouldeti out of the
sarne cay with other men. There s sornetbang quie exhil-
arating in exhibitions of that kind of science.
There mav bc but wvhen it is remembercd that the
report of the dcbatc in one of thc leading journals
is hcadcd " Debate on Damnation," one cannot help
asking whthcr the exhilaration is iwboiesomc. If
ail men were Christians, or, if not Christians, hiad
comman sense, and if ail ncwspapcrs wouId rcport
ecclesiastical dcbatcs without spicing their reports
with blasphcmy, a gaod discussion wouid bc a good
thing. As matters stand a debate even by giants
like Johin Hall is aiways made ta serve some cvii
purpase. __________

A STUDENT named Covel applied ta the Amn-
enican Board for mission work in the farcign

field. Ile held the second probation theory in a
modified kind of way and his application revived
the old controversy and did na smnall amount oi
harm. Xhen the harm wvas donc he withdretv bis
application. It appears the young manl is not near
the end af his coliege coirse and for anytliing
anybody knows ta the contrary may be pluck-
cd hialf a dozen times before he is liccnsed to
prcach. The ('Itrisi ian-at- WVork is of the opinion
that it would bc better if young mien in the semi-
flancs would attend to their studies and apply for
work Mihen they are ready to do it. Undoubtcdly
it would. IMie spectacle ai a body like the Ameni-
can Board contending aven a youth wvho might get
pluckcd at bis next examinatian is flot for edifica-
tian. But the yaung mani has got no small amaut
af notanicty and periaps that wvas what he wanted

DR. CUYLER winds up an article on 1'CrueltyDta 'Ministers " in the folaowing vigoraus
style:

The average Presbyterian minster is not an angel rom
heaven ; for angels pay no baker's bills. He is not the
«I just man made perfect " witb the eloquence of a Spurgeon
and the genius of a Iushnell. He is sirnply an eàrnest, Goti-
fearng aessengen af the Word of Lufe, who bas consecrated
ail is gis, such as they are, ta the± work of saving souls and
serving is Master. To pick flaws in is conduct, level cap.
tious ciicisns ai is preaching, sow dissatisfaction arnong
bis flock, wear out his patience, andi destroy bas usefulness,
andi then turn him andi is wvife andi chiltiren out af a borne,
witb not even a " raven " ta bring thern bread-alibhis is a
heartless barbarity that ought neyer ta disgrace a church that
wcears the proud naine ai Presbyterian.
Such heartiess barbarity daes too frequently disgrace
the Church that wears this proud name. Tie name
wan't do inuch good if the pf-ople that wcar it act as
the vetenan doctar describes. Alexander the Great
once 5aid ta a soidier and a namesake who behavei
badiy, " Sir, you mnust change your conduci or
change your name.* ie same mighit bc said ta
so,-ie people wbo glony ini being callcd Prcsbyterians.
Mite glorification may be a good thing for tlLcm but
it is liard on Presbytcrianismn. Somebody should
ask tbem ta change thecir coru"uct or change thein
churcli.

DR. BEURENOS gives the Yale course thîsDsession. 1-ls apenîng lccture-published in
the C/tristia n-al- Work-has some capital points.
Thc thcory that the prcss was taking the place af
the pulr-c vas bruslicd aside by the biard fact that
in th-, Middle Ages, befone the art ai printing ivas
cliaàcovered, thene was almost *no preaching at aIl,

but nowv, îvhen prinîing is univcrsai, thene is mare1
pncaching titan eve-. Another pain t may bc oi
some ica-est ta a number of people in Ontario at
the present time. Titere is aimost noa prcacbing ini
the Cburcl i fRame. he sermon is crowded out
by the service,.lThe nitual overshadows cvcnything.
Protestants wvho clantour for short sermons arc, in
s0 fan as they clainoun, driiting towards Rame.
Men who wish ta make the service cverything and
the sermon nuthing are on the way Romeward.
That is a view aif the short sermon question which ve
venture ta say lias ncven occunned ta same peoiple
whto consider themselves excellent Protestants. Wc
%vander if any ai the Equal Riglits people biave a
lcaning towards Rame in the mattfr ai sermons.
Marc things point towards Rame than lte Jesuits'
hstatcs Bill.

M R MUILOCK'S loyalty resolution in the
I-buse ai Commons was timely and he

moved it in~ a manly, dignified spechl. The tcmp-
talion tD indulge ini somne big taik about the Crownl
and Constitution and the Britislh lion, etc., wvas
stnang, but the mcember far North York resistcd it
likc a gentleman and a scholar-both afi lvhich, lie
as. The otlier speeches %licrc entirely frc(nom
swagger afd an the %wbolc thec nesolution could not
have been botter nor could it have been put thraugh
ini better taste. 0f course il is ilot neccssary ta as-
sure the Qucen that Canadians are loyal, but there
may bc some people îtro labour tînder the delusion
that Canada is ripe ior Annexatian and it is just as
weli that tbcy shouid knaw the iacts. The lacts are
that veny fan' Canadians desire Annexation ind ai
these icw fat a baker's dazen in any countv bhave
thte courage ta avowv* thecir sentiments. fVldst the
niamber who desire Annexation on even lbonaurable
ternis is small, the number wha couid bc driven int
political union with aur excellent ncighbauns miglit
bc countcd on one's flngcrs. he man îvbo says,
-"Pincli themi commcrcially and tbey illi pull down
thein flag,< either daes not know Canadians or lie
basely slandens the Canadian people.

O NE ai the most serions dangers that threateaîs
Caniada at thte present tine is the delusion

thtat matenial pnasperity depends anainly on political
consîderations. This delusion aiways becomes ram-
pant in a tiane ai depressian. Wlien businîess is
duil aand money scance toa anany people are ready
ta listen ta any demnagogue and ta catch at any
stnaw. Wlîatever depression exists in Onatanio at
the present time vas produccd mainly by four
causes-a short harvest, unseasoriable weatber, low
prices ion produce and the influenza cpidcmic.
Would linpeniai Fcderatioaî bave praduccd ane mare
turnip than gren' unden Canfedenation ? Would An-
nexation bave given us ane inch i snaîv? Wauid
lIndepthdence have naiscd the price ai whecat anc
ce-nt or have kept "la grippe" irom aur family. If
ail the arators and ail the jaurnals tbat are recaîn-
xnending same political "fad" as a sovcneign rcmcedy
for national ilîs would ta-y ta teach thte people that
prospcrity depends mainly an the exercise ai sucb
old-fashianed virtues as cconomy, industry, pluck,
thrift and plodding seli-denial, Canada wvould soon
become a great country. But that kind ai tbirag
would fat be p.opulan. Men tiever cheer wher. you
ask thcrn ta work, or drink less liquor, or wear thein
aid coats until they can afford ta pay for nen' ones.

THINGS are hivehy agaiin at the aid 1"ram-
Tsbackie " pile on Front strect. Oua- local leg-

ishators arc assembled, srme ai tlîer probabiy ion
the hast time, and fo: the ncxt l'a months tie as-
sembied wisdam o: Ontario ivill give the people
gooti lawvs. Tnitat say this Ontario Parliament is
coanposed for- lie anot part ai excellent men-ener-
getic, se.-isible, patriotiç nmea-men of whom any
country in thie vorld migl~it)e proud. Tliere rnay
not be as maaîy bniiliaatt mcn among thein as there
was in the first paniament airer coniedenation, but
the absence ai brilliance is more than atoned fo- by
the preseaice ai goad sense and solid worth. There
bas fat been anc scantdai even hinted at since they
met in 1387. Sa fan the record is dlean. Tbe mast
cnitical time, however, is yet ta came. Tbis is the
last session and the temptatian ta manufacture capi .
tai for the caming contest, at a hast session, is always
strong. Our advice ta, the a§sembled îvisdom îvould
be---" Gentlemen, go ta the cou ntry on sorte distinct
Uines ai public policy and don't begin ta blacken
each other's character befane you go ta the polis."
As a matter ai merc party tactics, not ta go higlier,
this advice is sound, for tbe bistory af the country
docs show that -assailing a man's character rarely
hunîs bis chance for ne-election. Beaides the prac-
lice is vcry demonalizing ta the public. It leads pea-

pie ta think tliat cvery public man kq a rascal Nyhile
aie great m ajority of thien are quite as good as
t1icir constituents.

CON& rRJGA.ti ONrAL MEETINGS.

F OR several weeks aur columns have containcil
condcnscd notices ai annuai congregationai

meetings. and many more suchi notices; have yet ta
bc publislied. They wiil appear as specdily as space
will permit. There may be much similarity in the
genenal tenon af tîtese bni notices ai congregational
history. Thecy have inuch in commion and much
that cails for unal1'ectcdl gratitude. Tliese records af
congregatianal life and progrcss indicate titat in the
management afi their aifairs there is much more care
and1 systcm than couild be iound in the carlier busi-
ness methods afi wbat are nov prosperous and influ-
ential colagregations. àlany af the reports state that
the attendance at these annual meetings tvas gener-
ally cncaunagingÎ. Tbis %vould justiiy the inférence
that tlbcre is a creditable incrcase ai intcrcst ini con-

gregational %veiiane, and that is something that
speaks well for tbe future. Variaus excuses have
been urged for thie large mecastire ai apatby %wbicb
many have hiad only tua good reason ta deplare ini
the past. Hov often bias il been that barely a quo-
rum have assembied, after repeateti annauniccmcnt,
ta anake the appointments and transact the ycan's
congregatianai business? Is it matter for surprise
that the entire tvark %vas Icit in t.he hand!: ai a fewv
ivhio mighit or who raiglit not bc best fltted for the
responsibilities that the neglect af athers imiposcd
on thcm ? A gecrally diffused intercst in ail that
bclongs ta the congregatian's wclfiare is mnuch ta bc
dcsired. Di. - ion in wvork and rcasonably frequent
changes ini office tend ta pr:mote a bcaltby pulsation
af congregational lueé, and prevent that stagnation
that inevit.tbly ioliaîvs the appaintment, ycar after
year, ai thc same individuals ta the samne officeq ; it
alsa removes the ground f'or the excuse that confining
the management ai the vaniaus branches ai congre-
gational tvork ta a narnow. and select cincle is sure
ta awaken murmurings and 'disputings in certain
minds.

Another gratifying icature of thcse cangregatianal
reports is that tbey are invariably able ta record a
perceptible advance. Tbis advance is naticeabie in
those departments %vbcere pragress ineans much.
Many during the past yean bave had reasan ta com-
plain of adverse circumrstances, and nat a ictv have
been in a position ta knowv that these campLaints
wcre flot altogether uiifounded. Notwvitbst*,anding,
the Church bas not been the first ta suffer. In most
cases the ordinary revenue bas increased ; in some
there may have been deficits, but 'iley are small and
give no occasion for apprehenglon. It is alsa grati-
fying ta notice tbat in sevezrai instances wvbere in-
creased congregational prosperity has been expeni-
enced, cangregatians have, unsolicited, made sub-
stantial additions ta their pastor's salary. It is %vell
wlien a people ivbiom God lias biessed ith material
prasperity ane largc-hecartcd enougyh ta share it, in a
ancasure, %vitb tbose %vhio minister ta them in sacred
things. ht is not wvell Mien a people ivha have
prospcrcd pcuniiarily permit their minister ta main-
tain the struggle on the siender pittance with wvbich
lie began bis %e.k-, wbcn all were alike companatively
poar. Even ministens are human ; the best of theni
cannat be expected ta escape seasons ai discourage-
ment, especially whie- they hiave neason ta believe
that their stnuggles are largcly awing ta the tbauglit-
lcssness or iliiberality ai thase who, could do much
better if tbey tried.

The graovinT intenest in missionary effort is ap-
parent in ail the congregations. Contributions show
an upvard tendency, and this like charity will prove
a double blcssing. In the direct effort ta hielp atbers
good %vihl bc done, and the givers themselves wiil be
spiritually richen because ai their gifts. Thene bas
been a langer degrc ai individual activity in Chris-
tian wvork tbroughout the Church. In this depart-
ment no cangrcgaton - nt even the mast active and
best organized-but must say, I have not yet at-
tained, neitbier amn I already perfect." There is in-
definite roam for advancement along this most im-
portant line ai practical Christianity.

Gratifying as the reports generally are, and afford-
ing as tbey do ample reason for tbanksgiving ta
the great Head of the Church for I-is mercy, there
is no noom ion boasting. Natbing is more hurtful ta
spiritual lueé and progress than a self-satisfied cam-
placcncy in wbat has been accamplisbed. Outwand
pnasperity alone is no sure index af a high state
ai spiritual vitality. The Church must gnow up-
wardly as well as outtvardly. For this end every
faithful member oi the Church wihl pnay for a new
and langer baptiàtn af the Hoiy Spirit that through
their instrumentality God':s Il"ay imay bc known
upon earth and His saving heaith among ail nations."
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