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®  REMARKADLE LETTER FROM FAPAN.

3“ Xhe following remarkable Ietter and memorial from
b Japan will doubtless surprise many who are not aware
el of .the wonderful npldny with which ghe Japanese
b sple have been receiving Christianity, and of their
o g:?;kncss and intelligence as a people.  The “ United
o Chirch of Japan” has, it appears, reccived hindrance
nd él discouragement from i very unexpected quarter,

ha nai‘ncly some of the very socicties and teachers from
whom the people had first received Christianity.  The
letter is addressed to Professor Griffis, formerly for
v years « missionary in Japan, and author of “The Em-
& pi:c of the Mikado,” and is accompanicd by the fol-
lowing memorial :

If #'To the Christian Missionaries in Japan, the fol-
n lm\ﬁng is respectfully submitted :
of #In the third month of the year of our Lord 1872,

®  thd'\vhole body of native believers, having assembled

i at Yukohmm, after mutual consultation, with one ac-

v co;d established the first Native Christian Church of

]agan This Church, without conceraing itsclf in the
¢ lesSt with any of the s s of the difierent foreign

d eﬁ\lnmcs, simply makes the Bible its only rule of con-

' dutt, and depends alone on the name of our Lord

’ esus Christ. We therefore regard those whose prin-

s ciples exactly accord with the Bible as the servants of

" Tist and our brothers. And whosoever, not regard-

" ingects, but pitying and helping the immaturity of

! mitinfam Church, teaches the pure and perfect truth

¢ ofthe Bible ;—every such person will be welcomed as

! outiminister.

: ¥In all sincerity, then, we ask of the foreign

! miséionaries and believers in the holy doctrines of

I Jeshs that, in the name of our Lord alone, and taking

theBible as the ru'e ~fconduct without regarding your

sekts or harboring malice among yourselves, but work-
infeamicably together, you would pity this our weak
1ittle Church, dnd help its insufficiency, and would ex-
eiryour strength so as soon to bring the people of this
wehivle land under the grace of the salvation and the
redémption of our Lord Jesus Christ. The above is
th# genuine expression of the whole Church.

¥+ Respectfully submitted in behalf of the Japancse

Ch;}suan Church.

. #%The nbove is a true copy of the article adopted by

tbe Churches of our Lord Jesus Christ in Yeddo and

Yoﬁohama at their meeting, January 16, 1874. OSHIK-

Amx Nazavoskl, and SHINOZAKD KiNosakl, Council

of Translation.”

The following 1s the letter which accompanies it :—
~Fakee Hasha, a member of the Protestant Church
inYokohama and Yeddo, sends the following letter to
the: believers of the various denominations of the

Amenczm Protestant Church.

:#frethran, 1 pray in the name of our Lord Jesus

C‘ﬁ;js:, that you may have grace and peace.

’.Eo begin, as respects the original organization of
3\ Protestant Church here. It was organized inde-
dcntly of the various denominations, in the name
cﬁﬁlr Lord Jesus Christ. It makes the Holy Scrip-
turqs its rule of faith, and is a company of believers
’vﬂw mect together for religious conversation and prayer.

hg organized independently of the various denomi-
ons, without regard to nationality or sects, ac-
cdyts whoever teaches according to the Holy Scriptures
‘a4 Gur pastor. Those who are benevolent fo: Christ's

Jﬁé, ought therefore to assist this work. Though
&

. are many different sects in the world, ail those
mbdlevc in the Lord Jesus Christ, and who believe

obscrve the Holy Scriptures and the articles of

‘Féi&x thence derived, are regarded by us without
amanon as brethren of the same Church.

'iiow, many of the missionaries of the different

Qﬁrchcs of Europe and America say, “ The Japanese

L Gburch is without strength. It is like a child not yet

«zBe to walk, therefore we will establish schools, help
";’poor, and thus assist the Church here” To do

1\ % .-y would divide the Church already organized,

organize it according to the rules ofthe Churches
m‘&clr native lands, and thus compel the Church here
to‘hécomc sectarian. If it should not obcy, we aré

. -told that they will prevent those missionaries who have

% a¥gady taught us from teaching us in the future,

fi}csxdcs those who act thus, there are other mission-

mes who say that to gwc the Japanese Church free-

‘ dﬁm to nourish it as it is now established, is in har-
xony with the Holy Scriptures, and for thc benefit of

4% inhabitants of this land. Our Church here, in the

st nonth of 1874, on account of this difference of

binion, met in the original charch of Yok:chams and

decided not to alter the onginal constitution of the
Church, accepted at the time of its organization in
1872. ‘Thercfore,those nussionaries who wish to dwvide
our Church and attach 1t to their socicties say our
Church is a new sect, and keep aloof from it.  More-
over, they say, if there are massionanes who will ad
and t:nch the Japanese Churih thus estabhshed,
money will not be sent to them from the Churches of
their socicty in their native land ; and not only so, but
such missionaries will be tried and expelled from the
Church as persons who have violated its rules.  Inthe
conflict of opinion here, one favors and another opposes
the (union) movement.  We, n the mudst of thss,
when we hear, are much troubled and perplexed, be-
cause many missionaries who have met with us in the
same church, and sat with us,are all at once separated
from us ; and several nussionaries who have taught us
are on account of this action of vur Church, in danyger
of being dischanred by the Churches of thar native
lands. This is something at which we grieve and
wonder, the more so because there are the Catholic
and Greek Churches, very different from the Protest-
ant, and very contrary to the Scnptures, which yet are
united in the name of Christ, and endure hardships for
His sake; muweh more should Protestants, though
divided into sccts, unite in essentials.  The mission-
aries who proclaim ke truth have no other duty but
to proclaim the name of the Lovd Jesus Chnst.  This
I firmly believe. Hence, to say that one will help the
Church if it is sectarian, and of not, will even take away
its teachers and forbid those who may be disposed to
aid, is not this perverse, and a reason for astonish-
ment 2

I have spokea on this subject to the Greek priest
Nicolay, and to the Catholic priest Arcabuser. They
tuld me that the sects of the Protestants were hike the
branches of a river sery nuincrous, and hence very
weak and abusive of each vther. When I heard tlus,
I thought they both, from ecclesiastical bigotry, were
slandering the Protestants, whose doctrines I believe.
But now, before our eyes, some Protestants, in accord-
ance with the opinions they advocate, labor to divide
or distract or uind down our Church. But though we
are weak, we will, without regarding anything else but
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ and the Holy Scrip-
tures, firmly protect our weak lttle Church. This 1s
what we from our hearts have promised to do, not
holding our lives dear to us.  Some one will say, the
Japanese Church does not obe, the Amernican Church,
and in case it docs not receive its aid, what will it do
if it is persecuted and opposed by the Government or
by the Pagans? And again, has it power to punish
offenders when they arisc in the Church?  Again, who
will send money to help the union Church?  And agarmn,
who will ordain the ministers? Why take anaious
thought of this? I am not troubled by any of these
questions. When the Government or the Pagans per-
sccute the Church, we will avoid them and not fight
against them. Being without strength, we will com-
mit the matter tothe Lord.  Ifamember of the Church
commits an offence, the minister, clders, and members
in assembly will discipline him according to the Scnip-
tures and will not employ authority \power) or the fear
of man. Though there is no ministry to ordan our
minister among those who oppose the unity of the
Church, there will be, no doubt, found some onc on the
face of the earth who labors for the sake of Chnist,
who will do this for us. Therefore, I am not concern-
ed about these things. 1 think to give money to build
up a sect is not giving for the sake of Christ, who
will do this for us. Therefore I am not concerned
about these things. I think to give money to
build up a see? is not giving for the sake of
Christ, and teaching scctarianism is not teaching
in the name of Christ. Those who ask the above
questions appear not at all to teach and help for
Christ’s sake, but appear to be concerned about their
own reputations and livelihood, and are anxious to
court favor with the Home Churchcs. This discussion
ofthe above four questions in Japan givesoccasion to
the Catholicsand Greeks to laugh, and is much to be re-
gretted.  As to the divisions into sects in America,
and want of union there, though the object of their
faith is one,—this is because belicvers have come
from various countries, hence there are different cus-
toms and peculiarities of church organization. From
the founcation of the country, these divisions existed.
The divisions are said not to be contrary to Scripture,
but time has proved them to be of human origin and in.
jurious. In our country the people are stubborn and

uncivilized, yet it is a homogencous race inhabiting

our country. From the time of the settlement of this

country, until now, the people had notrue teaching, but

havedweltin darkness.  Now,for tne first tune, the true

way (doctrine) 1s heard, and now is the time when

the people may be recerved into the favor of Chnist.

The nussionanies of the Soctety should  take the

twelve apostles preaching to the gentles, as ther

models, and without working to build up their separ-

ate Socictics, labor for Christ, and, adhening to the

Scripwares, establish one relygion.  \ould not this be

best?  Some one will say ** There 1s evidence of the

difficulty of establishing a united church, not ata dis-

tance, but before our cyes.  Look at Buddhism.”

I reply Buddhism, 1s of human orgin, unot only,

but originated some thousands of years ago, and

among barbarians.  Hence when a learned wan

appeared, he added another sect,— thus putting human

imvention on the top of human mvention, and at last

both origin and end are lost in confusion. \Why

docs any one compare the doctrines of the Lord Jesus
Christ with this kind of Paganism? Oh, as to the

preceding discussion and the arguments of teachers

prejudiced in favor of their societies,—by what verse

of what chapter of the sacred Scriptures are they
maintained ? 1 do not doubt the teaching of learned

men from civihzed countries, Lut my nund 1s darken-

ed, and I cannot find the proof of what they say.

Henee, T ask you, my teachers, to show my letter to

your brother teachers, and then let cach one open his

mind without rescrve, and unpart tome. I am not em-

ployed by the native Church to wnite tlus, nor do 1

write to help on the discussion among the forcign

missionaries, nor dv I writc to oppose the fanatic

foundation of churches ona denomunational basis, but
it is because T want to know from my heart whether
our Church is rightly established or not, therefore, 1

ask you, my instructors, that you would consult with

distinguishcd men from all quarters, so that 1 might
rezcive the advice that is truc and good. I want our

Church to improve. 1 beg you, therefore, my instruc-

turs, to commiserate our weakness and gnorance, and”
exert yourselves to compare various views and com-
municate them tome.  Respectfully, TAKEE HasHA.

To Rev. Mr. Griffis, Dr. McArtee, and others.

The following comment has been added to tlus let-
ter by one who has been a devoted labourer 1n the
missionary cause in Japan. * That converts to Chris-
tianity from heathemsm should take such independ-
ent, intelligent, and decided action upon a question
that the church, through so many ages has been
divided upon, —that such tacst but severe reproof of .
ths narrow, selfish policy that controls much of the
missionary labours in hecathen lands should come
from onec who, for only a few months has been adis-
ciple of Jesus, arc certainly facts that should not be
hidden.” Certainly, the unconscious saure of the lct-
ter might well lead home Christians to  consider
whether the present undivded state of the Church of
Christ is really @ #eessary evil, as we have been told
so long ; and above all whether these divisions, which
do not scem included in the charge to “ preach the
gospel to every creature™—should be allowed to be-
wilder and confuse the minds of those who are emerg-
ing from the darkness of heathenism into the light of
the gospel of Christ which teaches “ One Lord, One
Faith, One Baptism.” We behieve that the Presby-
terians of the United States have favoured the found-
ation of the United Church of Japan, and surely every
Christian heart must hope that the infant Church will
grow tl! it embraces the whole Japanese empire in its
life-giving influence, and that it may long be spared
those divisions which have so long weakened the
:'mds and cramped the cfforts of the Churches at

ome.

CHILDREN OF Y'HE CHURCH.

MR. Eptrog,—It will be ¢ thought by some that {
have a great deal ot assurance to write agan on the
above subjcct after your severe critique on my pre-
sumption for daning to step out of the rut worn desp
by all good churches for ages pastzbut evidently first
formed by the Romish Church when she invented the
dogma of transubstantiation, for the Greek Church,
which is as likely to have follo»\ ed apostolic 3 nmctice,
has retained infant communion urml the prcs“ﬁn-d‘t)' H
and, although no cvangelical crmfga‘ has adopted it,
yet you must be aware that many ~<:mmem writers
have advocated it.

It has not been proved that the system I recom-
mend is unscriptural, but that it is contrary to con-

servatism. A dangerous reed to rest upon, For it



