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{Juss 13th, 1883,

e

UR eNTRIBUTORS,

RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE IV AUSTRIA.

FRENLE CONDITION OF THE OLD HISTORIC
CHURUHES,

We recently concluded a visit to Austria, after
passing through several of the provinces, and during
our stay heard and read much in regard to the gresent
condition of religious matters in that Empire. 1 shall,
therefore, try to condense, in a few letters, the sub-
stancg of the Information tbus acquired, which may
prove acceptable to the readers of THE PRESBYTE-
RIAN  And, at the beginning, let me say, generally,
that Popery still overshacdows that lasc and from the
influence which it exerts politically, more even than
by its moral and spiritual power, succeeds in crushing
every attempt at intellectual 23 well as spiritual
en'lghtenment made by other agencies amongst the
subjects of :ancis Joseph I, In theory notbing could
bo fairer than the Austriaa Constitution.,  The funda.
mental law of December 21,1867 * grarits to everyone
full freedom of religion and conscience,” qualified,
however, by another section of the law, which “ allows
adhesents of & religious confession not legally recog-
niz+d, to hold domes*ic religlous exercises, in so far ag
they are not against the law or injurious to morals”
It will be scen by what {ollows how the spisit, If not
the letter, of this law is cverywhere systematically
violated. And this notwithstanding the visits of
ioternational deputations from the Evangelical Alli-
ance to the Emperor, and his gracious reception of
them atd fair speeches in reply.

On leawing Saxony, where we had passed the winter,
we entered

BOHEMIA,
2 country inbabited by a stern, laborious race, who
are engaged in agriculture, commerce, and industries
of ali kinds. The fields are fertile and well cultivated,
and the people ase honest, intelligent, and prosperous,
Ia this country, rude in aspect, the tnhabitants have
' always been distinguished by the possession of strong
characters, both political and religious. Politically,
ths power of Bohemia is now paralyzed by the Ger-
man and Hungarian elements of the Austrian mon-
archy, so that the Czach Deputies have refused to
take their, seats 1n the Chamber at Vienna, Chris-
tianity was first introduced amongst the Bohemians—
a people of Sclavonic origin--in the ninth century, and
in the fourteenth it was one of the most advanced
cowatries in literature and the arts. Inthe fifteeath ¢t s-
tury began the movemeat of John Huss, in sympathy
with that of Wycliffe in Eogland, and these two mra
proved to be the harbingers of the Reformation. As
the Reformation developed the Bohemian Christians
incliped to the views of Calvin rather than to those
of Luther—in fact, adopted Presbyterianism. The
Jeauits soon entered the country, however, and trouble
began ; and the def~at of Frederic by Ferdinand of
Tyrol was not only the beginning of the Thirty Years'
War, bii the death-blow to the flourishing Protestant
Church of Bohemia, The nobles were executed, the
pastors banished, Bibles and all Protestant books
were burt, and whoever hid a Protestant lost his life
and property. And yet all these measures proved but
partially successful, so that edict after edict followed
to complete the work, Thus matters continued up to
1781, when Joseph 11., who bad banished the Jesuits
{a 1773, published his
TOLERATION EDKT.

Tkz Protestants hoth Lutherans and those who
had adopted the Reformied faith -once moi> began
to imeet congregationally. But in many places the
edict was nevtralized by the Bishops. There wers as
many as seventy congregations in Bohemia and
Moravia, btz . pastors. Lu:heranfpastors did come,
but, with their surplices and crucifixes, the peopls
tock them for priests in disguise. It was a fesble
lifs the Church now erjoyed. It was ruled by a
consistory, appointed by the Government, with a
Roman Catholic president schools eere organized,
but after a Popish system Ia cases of nixzd mar-
risges the children were to be brought up as Roman
Catholics.  Ie 1855 the war with Frence and Italy
prought absolutism 1o an end, and the condition of the
churckes was somewkat improved. In 1864a General
Syaod was called at Vieana toasrange a Church Con
stitution  But the Constitution proved to be only an
attempt to assimilate the Reformed Thurch to che
T wheron, and did livle good A Genera' Synod sl

meets ohce In six years, but Its resolutions have to be
submitted to the Kirchenrath, and may of may sot bo
sanctioned. In 1871 the Reformed Synod asked a
purely
PRESDVTERIAN CONSTITUTION,

but the German Lutherans raised such an outery that
the Goverument refused the request.  Altogetber, the
Cburch is in a very deprosted congition. No evan.
melistic wosk {s allowed, the preachers being stricily
corfined to the procincts of tho church walls, Sovera!
schnols wers bullt, but the new scnool laws of Austria
rendered these ineflective.  All schools were made
undenominational, which in Austria simply means
Roman Catholic. The school books were satorated
with Popish doctrines. Belng unable to support both
their own and t” e public schools, most of thelr own had
to bo given up, and the few that remained had a hard
struggle to maintaln life, Help does come to some
extent rom German and other sources, but not suffi.
cient to enable the poor Church to make much pregress
in such distressing clrcumstances. This is scarcely to
be wondered at when it is remembered that there are
some nine thousand Roman Cstholic pulpits, with all
the influence of tho Government at tbeir back, In
opposition to seme seventy Protestant pastors, poorly
supported and with little to cheer or to gustain, Silll

THE BIDLE.

continues to Le clrculated, though since 1876, when
colportage was suppressed, the rumber of copres sold
has considerably diminished, last year as many as
12 703 copies of the Scriptures, in whols or in pan,
found their way into the homes of the people. Past of
this is sald to be due to emigration. “ That is the
Bible, is it? " said a man about to join his children,
tothe agent. “I hear it isagood book. My children
wrote to me from America, that befors they left
Prague, they each got 2 copy atihe station, read iv at
sea, and now they say thatitis all their delight, I
must bave a copy.” In 1881 the Protestants cele-
brated
THE CENTENARY

of *he Edict of Toleration, by holding great meetings
throughout the Austrian Empire. There may have
been cause for rejoicing by comparing the present
with the past ; but when one considers the demoralise
ing influences to which the Bohemisn Church was
subjected, not only prios to 3861, but those to which
it continues to be subjected, the wouder is that
any spiritual hfe remaind. The Coastitution of the
Church is most unfavourable to the vitality of its
members ; and yet, according to the report of the
Evangelical Continental Society for last year, in seve-
ral parts of the country, revivals have taken place,
and in certaimcountry districts an awakcning i3 said
to be going on at present among the people. A
pastor writes that he bas been overwhelmed with work ;
that he has been obliged to holu meetings every
day in two or three places, and, what is more wonder-
{ful, he was invited to them by leading Roman Catho-
lics. A pastor from eastern Bohemia, not far from
the battlefield of Koniggratz, writes that he and all
who love the Lord have been gladdened, and have
good cause to be gladdened, because not only has the
Word been proclaimed, but it has borne fruit both
amongst Protestants and Romantsis—meetings are
numerously attended, and Bible classes are held
three times a week, But again, it is added, such mest-
ings have excied the ire of the priesis, and oneof the
evangelists wes fined 100 floring for holdicy gubdlc
meetings for worship, as it was erroncously alleged,
It is to be cemembered that all who attend meetings
of this kind, to keep within the law, must toceive
personal invitations. At 3 place near Prague, the
capital of Bobemia, a few people, calling themselves
the “0ld Reformead. Church,” were forbidden o
admit to thelr famly worship any individuak who
is pot strictly 3 member of the family, The gaolice
force their way into the houses sad o7 3er oven the
servants out of iha room while family prayers are
being held, The Attorney- Genezal at Prague, in cone
nection with caszs of this zort, pyblicly said that
it is not cven lawitl to say grace st mepls if any
stranges Is present, 1 might continus te repsat iny
stances of the interference aof the police in the
houses of the people, and of fines being imposzd
for :he seading of tho Bible and Yolding mectiogy
in private residences. Bat 7 shall mention coly ths
following, whero & man and his wifs with a mas
servant were singing a hyma in the woman's sick
cbamber, whzn a gepdarme eptesed, and compelled

-«

them to desist by hdlding a bayofiet td thd hushind's
breastr ¥ Not until the servant, who hall served his
tima ae 8 soldier, called an the gendarme to unfix hix
bayonet, and asked him whether ha knew when and
where he was permitted (o use his weapon, did he
aesist and leave, though declaring thac he would
run the host through at the next opportunity should
he offer resistance.” The truth is that througzhout
the Austrlsp dominions, all who ate whit is called
“ confestionless” have preciically ao religious yvights
whatever. They must maks a confession of faith, and
this must be accepted and recoznjzed by the authord.
ties ; or they are Uable to the inquisitorial inter{erence
of the police. And even thig will not always suffice,
{or the magistrates often rofuse to receive the dozu-
ments the peopls offer, and when the Minister at
Viepna is applied to, no answer in the grest majarity
of casts, is over receised to the complaiats thus mades,
So much (or the state of matters ia Bohemia. In my
next letter 1 shall have something to say respecting
Moravia, T. H,
Florenee, ltaly, 14 #ay, 1883,

THE SALVATION ARMY IN KINGSTON,

RELIGION AND DOCTRINE,
He stood before the Sanhedrim
The scowling rabbls ftzed at him.
He recked not of thelr praize not blame ;
There was no fear, there was no shams,
For one upoa whose dazzled eyes
The whole world poured its vast svrprise §
The open heaven was far too vear,
His fust day’s light too sweet and ¢lear,
To let him waste his new-gained ken,
Oan the hate-clouded f2ce of men,

Bat stil] tbeg questioned : Who art thou?
What hast thoo been? \What art thou aow ?
Thou art not he who, yesterday,
Sat here and bcsncd beside the way,
For he was blind:

And ¥ am he

For I was blind, but now I see;

He told the stary o'er and o'er,
It was his full heart's only lore,
A prophet on the Sabbath day
{1ad touchsd his sightless eyes with clay,
2.0d made him see who had been blind,
Their words passed by kim like the wind,
Which raves and howls, but cannot shock
The hundred fatkom.footed rock,

Their thrests and fury all went wide,
Tbcf could not touch his Hebrew pnde
Their socers at Jesus and His bam{
Nameless and homeless §n the land,
Their boasts of Moses and his Lord,
All could not chaoge him by one word.

1 know not what this man may be,
Sinner or s2int, but as for me,

One thing I know,that L am he
Who once was blind and now I see !

They were all doctors of renown,
The great men of a famons towa,
With deep brows, wrinkled, broad and wise,
Reneath their wids phylacteries;
The wisdom of the E:ut was thelrs,
And honour crowned thelr stiver hairs,
The man they jeered and laughed to scom
Was unlearned, poor, and lowly bor 3
But he knew better far than they
What came to him that Sabbath day,
And what the Christ had done for him,
He knew, and not tae Sanhedsin;
—SoAn Hay.

MR. Enitor,—The Salvation Army has now been
workiug for conziderably smore than three months in
Kingston— long enough for a pretty fair testing of its
immediae resuits. Kingsion, though not a large
place was undeniably gaining an uneaviable reputauon
as a“ wicked " one, Thatis, outsideths large, respect.
abls, church-going community, there wagz a rapudly
increzsing mass of carelesgeess, irreligion, intemper
ance and “rowdyism,” batween which =ad the
churches these was a chasm which po gxisting orgaz.
ization sezmed able to bndge. Vasious expedients
navs been tried by the pastars and people of several
of the evangelical churches, Union evangelistic sor-
vices have been held and popular cvangelists have
Leen avited o come for the purpase of daily ap.
pealing. to ibe careless classes. Yet, though zoms
good was done, tha grea: mass of evil semaiacd sull
untenched. Butthe Salvaticn Army  bao come, has
scep and bas conquered,”  More thau ¢ght Axadred
cenvests have been woy, mawly from thg wusreless,
nonschurcheioing ¢lass, .and antopg thesm, soms of
the most actorious leaders I ewml, who now hold
prayer-moolings amoxny their comiades, The spult




