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[ saw Aunt Phabe deawing hevselt up rigidle as Anna Selume-
owsky eame towand oae beaeh, and, amid (I\‘.lh‘lllll" applise, laid
her tinger apon the Anstruther diamonds,  The cl.\ppmg aml nise
produced no effeet upon the girl  She stond mationless as though
she had been a statae, her oad still upon the necklace,

Whether Munt Phalie was aggeavated by the complete success
ol the experiment or annaved at having been obliged to take so prom-
inent a part in ity 1do not know  but she was certainly was a good
deal out of temper, for when Selamowsky made his way to where
his danghter was standing, she said, in tones of fey disapproval,
which must have beea andible tor a long way down the room :

+ A very clever picee of imposture, sie”

The mesmerist’s tace flashed and his eyes thished anarily
howover, howed low,

*There's nothing so hard ™

He,

he satd, o overcome, maudam, as
prejudice U fear you have been inconveniced by my daughter's
hand T will now velease her—and you®

So sayving, he placed his own hawd for a mnment over his
danghiter’s and breathed lightdy on the gl face. Tustantly the
mugeles velaxed, her bawd fell o her side, and 1T counld hear her
give a little shuddaing sigh, appaently of velief,

1 noticed, oo, that, whether by design or accident, Sclamowsky
kept his hamd tor a wmoment longer on my annt’s necklace, and as
hie ook his finger awav, 1 fancied that he Tooked at her fixedly for
a seond, and muttered something cither to himself or her, the mean-
ing of which T could not eatch

What did he say to you?" 1 asked, a2 Selamowsky, after
removing the bandage from his danghter’s oves, assisted her to
remount the stage.

Aunt Phabie lovked a little contused and dazed, and her hand
went up to her necklace as theugh to reassure hepsell of its saloety.

«Say 0 me " she vepeated, rvousing herself as though by an
etlart 3 ** he said nothing ta wme. But 1 think, Elizabeth, it it is the
same to vou we will go hame: the heat of the room has made me
feel a little dizzy ™

We heard next day that we had missedd the best part of the
cntertainment by leaving when we dids and that many and far mwre
wonderful experiments were successfully attempted | bat 1 had no
tme 10 waste 1 vain regrets for ant having been present, for 1 was
much taken up with Aumt Phabe,

1 was really anxions alont her, she was so strangely anlike her
calin, equable self AN Saturdav she was restless and dreritable,
wandering halt-way up-staivs, and then, as though she had forgotten
what she waated, returned to the drawing-room. where she set to
work opening old eabinet drawers, looking under chairs and sofas,
tublimg evervihing out of their work. box as it in search of some-
thinz. and suubbing me for my pains when 1 oftered to help her.

This went on all day, and 1 had almost made up my mind to
send far De Perking, when, after late dinner, she ~mldcn|\‘ sank
into an arm-chair with a lock of relief.

+1 know what it is.”" she said : ~ it is my diamonds#"

* Your diamonds. Aunt Pheebe 37 Lexelaimed. ¢ Why 1 locked
them up for you mpself in rour dressing-box when we came home
last night I

* Are vou sure, Elizabeth ™
ried expression.

s Quite sure.” 1 answered 3 < but if ic will satisfy yvou, 1 will
bring Jown your dressing-box now and let you see.™

* Do. thorc s a dear child? T declare T feel too tired to move
another step.™

1 was nut surprised at this, considering how she had been fussing
abuat all day, and I ran up to her bed-room. brought down her
rase-wood dressing-box, and placed it on the table in front of her.

T was greatly struck by the nervous trembling of her fingers as
she chose out the rizht kev from among the others in her bunch. and
the shaky way in which she fitted it into the lock. Even when she
had tomed the key she seemed half afraid to raise the lid, so I did

she asked, with an anxious, wor-

OUR SOCT]I

ETY.

it for her, and taking out the Hest teay, lifted aut the moroces ea o
which contained the heirlooms and Inid it in her lap.

Aunt Phebe temblingly touchied the spring 5 the ease flew opoy
and disclosed the diamands lying snugly on their bed of blue velver
She took them ont and looked at them lovingly, held them up
they mighteateh the light from thelamp, and then with a sigh replacal
them in their case and shat it with a snap.

[ waited for a few minutes, then, as she did not =peak, 1 po
out my hamd tor the case, intending to replace it in the dressing i
and take it up-staivs.  But Aunt Phaebe clinehed it tightly, sta:
aeved to her teet, and said in o husky, nuaatural voice: ¢ No, |
st take it myself™

« Why, yvou said you were too tived,” I began, bat before U eonld
finish my =entence she had left the room, autl [ heard her going up
staivs aud opening the door of hwer bedvommn,

Some few minutes afterward 1 heaed her steps once more on the
~t'\n~. and 1 waited, cqutm-' ber c\'crv moment to open the draw.
ingz-room door and walk in; but to wy astonishment 1 heand her
pass by, and 2 moment alterward the clang of the front door as i
was hastily shut told me that Aunt Phabe had left the house.

++ She mnst be mad 1" 1 exelaimed to mysel{ as 1 rashed to e
hall, scized up the fiest hat T could see, flung a shawl over my
shoulders, and tore ofl in pursuit of my runaway relative,

It was quite dark, but 1 eaught gight of her ax she passed by o
lamp post.  She was walking quickly, more quickly than 1 bad ever
seen her walk before,and with evidently some set purpose in her mind
{ ran after her as fast as [ could, and came up with her as she was
turning down a smagll dark lane, leading, as 1 knew, to alittle comt,
the home of a ver v poor bat vespeetable section of the inhabitut
ot Bishopsthorpe.

s« Aunt Phabe,” T gasped. as 1 tonched her arm, * where are
vou going 2° Yon must be making a mistake 7™

* No!ue!” she eried with a feverish tmpatience in her vaice,
“Tam right! Quite right! You must not stop me!” and e
qnickened her pace into a halting run,

 saw clearly that there was nothing to be done hat ta follaw
her and try to keep her out of acrual harm's way, for there now
seemed to be no manuer of doubt that my poor auat was, for the
time at any rate, insane.  So I fell back a pace, and, never appear-
ing cven to notice that I had left her side, she puraued her course,

Suddenly she stopped short, crassed the street, and stumbled up
the uneven stone steps of a shabby-looking house, whose frout duar
was wide open.  Without 2 moment’s hesitation she entered the
dark hiall, and 1ellowed clusely at her heels.  Up the squalid, dirty
stairs she hurried, and, without knocking, opened it door on the
left-hand side of the flrst landing and went in.

I was a fow steps behind, but as [ gained the threshold 1 <aw
hier take a parcel from beneath bier cloak and holid it out to 2 man
who came to meet her from the far cnd of the b'u]ly~li~'hlcd romn.

¢« have brought them,™ U heard my aunt say in the same
curious, tusky voice I had noticed before.

" As the man came nearer ana stood where the light of th.: evil-
smelling lut]c parathn lamp fell upon his features, l recognizel in
tie heavy jaw, the bull-neck, and the close cropped head the Prof.
Duitri \;lamo\\wl\v of the previous cvening. Our cyes met, auwl 1
thought I detected a sort of not altogether pleasant surprise : bt
if thix were so he recovered himself quickly and, bowing low, ~aid:

« I had not expected the pleasure of your company, madam.
but as vou have done me the honor of coming, I am glad that you
should e heve to witness the conclusion of last m-'hts cxpcruucnl
This lIady, > he continued, pmntmw to my aunt, \v}m still stood
with fixed, apparently unsceing eycs, holding out the parcel tuwanl
him—s¢ this lady, you will remember, coxmdcrcd the hypuotic
phenomena cxhibited at last night’s cutertainment as a clever
imposture—those were the words, [ think. To onc who, like
myself, is an enthusiast on the subject, such words were hard, nay,
impossible, to bear. It was necessary to prove to her that the pawer




