
LUNENBURG RURAL DEANERY.

A meeting of the chapter of the above Deanery was held at St. Margaret's Bay, on
April-22nd, special services also were held in the parish on the rin and following
days. T[he clergy- had to regret the absence of their Rural Dean, wvho %výs prevented
fromn leaving his parish by urgent parochial duties, the bad stite of the roads prevent-
ed the ettendance of sorne of the most distant, but the following àisseu:nbled et the
meeting et St. Margaret's Bay :-The Revds. C. Shreve, J. Ambrosk-, Il. Statuer, H. S.
Wainwright, and G. W. Hodg8on. T[he Revds. J. Abbott, J. C. Edghill, W. H.
Bullock, frc.m Halifax, were aIso, present.

On 'l'uesdey evening a very large congregation asscmbled iii St. 1>aul's Chiurch,
where after Evensong, the Rey. J.CL. Edghill preachcd o n Il the state ot the faithful
viewed iii the light of Easter." The preaclier taking for bis text St. NIa-illw xxii. 32,
shiewed that in God's sight the dead are the living-that their life now is higher than
our lité here-bhut that the highest life of the holy dead is yet to corne.

On the following morning the Deanery service proper %vas hield. Matins and the
JLitanv having been said by the Rev. C. Shreve-Hymn 193 w-as suitg, and then the
11ev. J. Ambrose, assisted by the Jtev. H1. Stamer and 1gev. C. Shreve coinmeîiced the
Divine Service. The sermon was preached by the Rev. G. W. lloidgson (the preacher
and substitute preacher appointed by the Rural Dean both h)eingl absent'-, the text
boing být. John xxi. 1-11 compnred %vith St. Luke v. 1-8. The fishies tirawn bya
broken net inte the ship stili on the sea, were contrasted with thc ozie hundred and
fifty and three taken from the right bide of the ehip and dratfn by an unbroken net te
Jesus on the shore. While the very, different action of St. Peter on the two occasions
wa8 used te, shewv that the longer we kinow .Jesus, the more we must trust and love
1-im. Ail of the congregetion remained until the end of the service, and about eigh-
teen of the faithful received the Bltssed Sacrement.

In the afternocin the meeting for mutual edification wes held in the new Sehol
rootu in the Rectory, where papers on Lay Co-operation were read by the Revda. C.
Shreve and J. Ambrose. A lonag and interesting uiacussion followed ; the conclusions
arrived et being embodied in the folloving recommendation :-"1 <bai each meniber of
thib Deanery, as soon as possible, draw the attention-of his parishioners to their privi-
lege and duty of assisting in the auvîncement of Christ'a Kingdoni. And that meetings
of the communicants be held ia the various districts as well for the consideration of
subjects conneeted with the Lord'a Supper, as for the purpose of mutual consultation
as te what each may do."

In the evening, Service was held in St. Peter's Church, Lower WYard, where the
Church was crowded, and the Rev. H. Stamer preeehed frorri Acts xvi. 14, 15,-ex-
pounding the passage by showing that in this real conversion, idxc heart wee the seat
of the feeling, the Lord was the author of the change of heart, using the word spoken
hy St. Paul as an instrument,-that Lydia's antecedents had prepared her to receive
the gospel, oend that the reelity of her conversion wae shown by the blessed effeets.

On the following momnin gt an early hour, clergy and lay people met again et the
Table of their Lord. The 11ev. J. C. Edghill celebrated and gave e short eddreas
urging allIl "te seek in faith for oneness with Christ through t.he Blessed Sacrement of
Hie Body and Blood," and always te come te thet Holy Communion %vith due epar-
ation. After this the clergy separated for their seyeral homes, feeling eneouraged
and strengthened, by united prayer and m~utuel. counsel. It is only right to notice the
large and attentive congregation and the excellent singing, especially et the Parih
Church. Though none of the services was e full choral one, in aIl the Psalms were
cheuted te the Oregorien tones eceording te Helmnore's Manuel, the canticles and
hymne being surig to more modemn music.

The next meeting will be held et Lunenburg, in Auguet. The subjeet for disous.
sien 'will be "lThe authority committed te Ministers et their ordination by the words
'Whoee eins thon dost foeve they ar? fergiven, end wlaose sins thon dost retain they
are retained.' " A discussion arose upon this point during the reading of the service
for the coneecration ef e Bishop, and though opinions were verieus, it was seen that
se much was held in common, and that se great advantage would arise froni a clear
definition o~f the varlous tenets, thet it wua unenimously wîebed that the subjecreshould
be fufi>' diecussed et the nezt meeting. GERG W. HODGSON, Seey.


