
PET WORDS.

There are few persons. %vho bave flot noticed in themselves and tbeir associates
a tendunvy to employ certain wordk, anti pliraïes, wI)icl arc often inappropriate to
the ,ubject of conver>ation ; or if applicable, the frequency of their repetition be-
contes arnutsingr or tiresome. We are acquainted witli a yourlg man who describes
ail event!, as "portentous," althug thcv have no omninous character, and who even
applicý, this high ,ouiiding adjective with equal iiartiality to articles of dress or
works of art. Another friend invariablv declares indiffererice by "Il ot caring a
sou a nd stili another int.er1ar4g bis sentence-, with the p)erffectly meaningles4 word
"there. "The contagion generally spreads ta pidly, so that we know of a farnily wboô

have all adopted the word "mention." They "lmention " occurrences to their
friends, and they " mention "what is necessary for their guidance. We have al
observed the -awful " nature ot'-i.he emiotions and adventures of many persons, Ps
well as the freq uent and startling brilliancy of the remark about 1aving "lmore
highe on the seibject." IlYou know," is an assertion, made constantly 0by those
who are furnishing, their auditors with perfectly novel infôrmation.

XýVe sec the same propensity dcveloped in editors, authors, and public speakers.
Witbin the Iast few yeaz-s, bow mnany 'times have we met the word Il demoralized
in our newspapers; and still more thoroughly haw- we been surfeited with -per-
sistent, "-referring, to anything of a lasting nature. ht rains, snows and freezes

persistently ;" policemen Ilpersistent]y " follow the track of pickpockets, and the
choiera is "lpersistent " in its ravages in eertairi localities. " Let us not be mis-
understotd," was the depreciating remark frequently introduced into the editoriale
of one of our dnily papers. The enormous prices of varlous goods are constantly
quoted as Il fabulous " when in fact purchasers find the exorbitant rates oaly
too truc.

Some quotations might surely be released from duty afttr long and arduous
service. "Westward the course of empire takes its way." "Whom the gods de-
stroy they first make mnd ;" IlTruth crushed to earth will risc again ;" as well as
ITIre man who bath not music in bis soul," are exam pies of' a mucb abused class.

Lord Macaulay remarked tbat the pro¶'erb about early risingr was proved truc by
the enormous fortunes aequired hy chimney-sgweepi and cbamber-maid. And the
unconquerablc nature of truth is shown in an equally convincing manner by tbe
triumphant establishment of the principles of the Beformation in Spain at tbis
present time. That Ilrevolutions never go backwards " is also demonstrated by
the deligbtfully democratie condition of France.

Thbe writers of taies wbo wish to gencralize wbatever is conriected witb their
bero or beroine are fond of the explression, Ilsurrounýings " Th ptlss '
nature of the looks, words and deeds of the bero of a ,,ppular novel excites pKy
for the author, whose stock of synonyms is so limitedtec'-Lord Eldon's favourite
phrase was "-rega;d hein(, had ;" Lord Macaulay ofien alludes to the impropriety
of "la judge assui' ng the duties of an advocate ;" Mrs. Browning uses Ilund1e-
filed" and Ilaciown" very frequontly, while Tennyson's oft-recurring -wold " is
probably familiar ta, our roador.

Who ever Iistened ta a missonary addresq8 witbout hearing the .''Macedonian

cry," and of " the fields wbite to the harvest." "lOpen up"ý is a modeof exprems-
sion whieb deserves indignant remonstranees. Wc always query mentally wby
the aperture sbould necessarily ho Ilup " rather than downwards or sidoways.
"Our Zion," and II, in our mjidst " mighit with great advantage be allowed a re-

194 Miscellancous.


