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Mrs. HANNAH HOUSMAN.

This amiahle woman was a native of Kiddermin-
ster. Brought up in the nurture and admonition of
the Lord, she appears from her diavy, to have been
under religious unpressions at thirteen years .of age,
and for twenty-four years she walked humbly and
closely with God. /e ndvise our juvenile rewders
espocially to notico the following accouat of her last
iliness and death, which was drawn up by a persou
who witessed her suflerings and her comforts,—~ac-
companied with cariiest prager to God, that like her
you may be eaabled to devote the flower of your age
to him, and that the s1me patience in tribulation, and
the samo triumphant faith, and hope, and joy, which
she possessed, in her dying moments, may be exem-
plified by you.

“From the time of her first seizure she was
exercised with very violent pains, without any inter-
wission till her death ; such as, she would oftemsay,
sho thought she could nut havo borue: *But, said
she ¢« God is very good; verily ho is good to mo!
derou;,!x lifo T havo found him a good and gracious
God.

“Whea recovering fron extreme pain she said,
¢ God is good ; 1 have found him so; and though he
slay mc, yet I will trust in him. These pains wade
me love my Lord Jesus the hotter. O they put me
in mind of what he suffcred, 1o purchase salvation
far my poorsoul! \Vhy for me, Lotd ! why for me,
the greatest of sinuers?  Why for me, who so lung
refused the rich offers of thy grace, and the kin
invitations of the gospel? How many helps and
means have I cojoyed more than many others ; yes,
.2bove mosi!—I had a roligious father gnd mother,
and I had access to a valuablo minister, to whom I
could often and frecly open my mind. 1 have lived
in a golden ago. I have lived in peaceable times.
and have ¢njoycd great advantages and helps for
communion with God, and the peace of my own
mind; for which [ owe my gracious God and Fatber
more praises than words can express. Bless the
Lord, O my soal, and forget not all, or any of his

bencfits V'

# When any werc weeping and mourning over
her, sho would say, ¢ Weep not for we: itis the
will of God; therefore be content.  If it may be for
his bonour and glory, he willspare me a little longer ;
if not, I am wholly resigned to the will of God. I
am conteut to stay here, as long as he has any thing
for me to do, or to suffer; ancf I awm willing to go,
if it bo my Father’s good pleasurc. Therefore, be
<uatent and say ¢Itis the Lord, let him do what
scemeth to him good.”

* To a person who came to see her, she said,
¢ Cousin, I think I shall die: and now, what a com-
fort it i«, that I am not afraid of death! The blood
of Christ cleanses me from all sin. But mistake
me ant; there must be a life and conversation agreo-
able to the Gospel, or else our faith in Christ is a
dead faith. Secare Christ for your friend ; sct not
yoer heart on thiogs below ; riches and Hooours,
and what the world calls pleasures, are all fading,

perishable things.' 8be then threw out her bond,
and said; ¢ O, iT I bad thousands and ten thousands
of gold and silver ‘l‘yi.ng by me, what couid they do
ying

for me, pow 1 am 1 Tuke the advice of a de-
particg fricnd who wishes you well. Do not set

ur affections ¢n riches, or on any “thing here be-
Roivember, death wiil come in alittle while,
whether you are ready oruumd{. hv:;illins or unwil-

1 commend you to God. pe, in a shost
time, we shall meet again, in heaven, that place of
perfect rest, poace, and happincss.’

 The wholo time of her sickness, she was in a
cheerful, thankful frame of mind. When sho was
culd, 2ud had something given her. she often said :
*Blessed be God for all his mercies; and for this
comfort in my affliction.’ Onher attondant’s warm-
ing & piece of flannel, and putting it round her cold

many wmeieies I have! I want for nothing.  Hero

is every thing I can wish for. 1 can say, I never

wanted any zood tintg.  { wish only for a traniuil

padsage to glocy. It waes free Grace that pluchid

me from the very brink of hell ; and it is the power

of divine Grace, that has supparted me through the

whole of my life. Hitherto [’ can say. the Lovd &

gracious. e has been very merciful to me, in sus-

wining me under all my trin's. The Lord briusgs

affliction, but it is not because he delights to alil.et

his chifdion ¢ it is at all times for our proiit. 1 can

say, it has been goold for tusto ba wlllicted 5 it i
been good fur tas to e afllicted ; it has eu.dled e
to dizcern things, winh, when Iwas in heddts, |

could uot puccine. ftha anade mic see mnore of
the v.nity and emplucss of this world, snd all i

delucive plewsuis 3 fur, at bost, they are but vanly.
1 can say, fioin my own expericace, I havo found
them to bo so wany a time.

Lo her husbaad, the day before she died, she
said 3 * My dear, 1 thinh ¥ am golng apuce; wud ]
hope you will Li sutisficd, becau:e itis the wiil of
God.  You have at all timie. liecn very loviug aud
good to me; and I thank you for it hinlly; and
now I desire you ficely to resign meto Codo I
God secs it best to prulong mny stay here upen carth.
Lam willing to stay ; or if he sces it best to tulie nu
w unself, T am willing to go. I an willing to be
and bear what may he wost fur his glory.”

“ "The evening before she died, she fourd death
stealing upon her; and, feeling her own pu! ¢l
¢ Well, it will be but a liztie while befure wy wors
in this world will be finished.  Then Ishall have
douc with prayer. My wholo ewploymcnt in Lea-
veu will be praise and love.  Iere, § love God but
fuintly, yet, I Lepe, sincerely; but there, it will Le
perfectly. T shail bebold bis faco o sighacusuess;
for I am thy servaut, Lord ! bought with blood, with
precious blood.  Christ died to purcbase the hife of
my soul. A litdo while, and then I shall Lo siuging
that sweet song,—* Blessing, and hunour, ani glory,
and pewer, be unto Him that sitteth upon the tirene,
and to the Laus for and cver.”

“ With smiles iu her face, and transports of joy,
she oftea said, ¢ Come, Lord Jesus, cotie quicily”
Why tarry the wheels of thy chariot ! U blessud
couvoy ! come and fetch wysoul, to dwell wieh Ged,
aud Christ, and perfect spirits for cver and ever.
Whea [ join that blessed sctiety abuve, iy pletsures
will noverend. O the glory, the glory that shll
bo set on the biead of faith and love

“ A few minutes before her departure, finding her-
self zoing, she desired w be lited wp.  Whea this
was done, she cheerfully said, ¢ uev.cll sin? fare-
well pains "—and so fiuished her course with joy.”

—PO—
CHARACTER OF ABRAIIAM.

From Dr. A. Clarke's Noles, on the 25tk Chapter of
Genesis.

The death of Abraham, recorded in this chapter,
naturally call. to mind the virtues and exccllencies
of this cxtraordinary man. His obedience to the call
of God, an:l fuith in his promises, stand superemi-
nent. No wonders, signs, or miracutous displays of
the great and terrible God, as Fsarel required in
Egypt, were used, or were necessary to cause Abra-
ham to believe and obey. He left his own land, not
kuowing wchere ho was going, or for what purpose
God had called lum to rempve. Exposed to various
hardehups, in danger of 1osiug his life, and even of
witnessing the violation of his wife, he still obeyed
and went on. Courageous, humanc, and disinter-
osted, he cheorfully risked his life for the welfare of
othera 3 and contented with having rescued the cap-
tives and avenged the oppredsed, he refused to ac-
cept even the spoils he bad taken from tho enemy,
whom his skill and valcur had vanquished. At the
time, he considered the exce of the power to
be of God ; and acknowledgod this by giving to Aim
the tenth of thoso spoils, of w be would reserve
nothing for his private use. His obedience to God i

o
admired ; together with the generasity of his temper,
and thet respeceful delicoey of conduct towards supe-
riors and imeriors, for which he was so peculiurly
remarknblo ; seo on chap. xxiii.  Without disputing
with his Maker, «1 doubtiz in his heart, "o credit-
ed every thing that God had spoken : Awce ke al-
ways wallzd in a plainway. ‘Lhe cuthority of God
was at all times sullicient for Abriham, he did net
weary hiwself to find re wsvus fur any he of con-
duct whii 1 he knew God had p.escrilied 5 it was hus
duty to nbey 1 the ruccess and ths ovent he Jeft with
God. His obedience was as piempt as it wis con-
plete—~As soon ns he heard the veice of God, he
givded binself to his worh ! Not @ moment is lose !
How rarn 15 such conduct! But should not we do
hkov.ise ?  The prescut moment and its detios are
0uTs ; CVCTY PAst INONCOL Was ORCE Preseut; every
futzre one will be present; aud, while we are think-
ins en the sulject, the presentis pase, for life is roade
up of the pat and tho presen?.  Are our past mo-
meuss the cun.e of deep regret and humniliation?
then let us usc the preacut su as 7ot to increwso this
lamenteblo cause of vur distresses.  In other words,
let us now believe—love—oley. Regardiess of all
comequences let us, liko Abrabam follow the dirre-
tions cf God's word, and the openings of his provi-
dence, #nd leave all events to linp who Jdoth all
things ecdl.

Sce to what a state of motzl execllence the grace
of God can exalt a character, when there 1s simple
inplicit faith, and prompt ohedience ! Abraham
walied before God, and Abiaham taas perfeet. Per-
haps no human being ever exlnbited a fuirer, fuller
pestrait of the perfict man, then Abraham. The
more I consider the character of this most amishle
Patvinreh, the more I think the saying of Calmer
just:fiable. * In the bfe of Abrabiau,” says be, “ we
find nn Lpitome of the whole Laic of Nuture, of the
F ritten Law, and of the Gospel of Christ. e has
wmanifcsted in his ywn person thuse virtues, for which
reason and plilosophy could scarcely find ont names,
when striving tosketclythe charaeter of therr saphist,
wise, or perfeet man.  St. Arbrose very properly
obscrves, that * Philosophy itself, could not equal in
its diseriptions and wishes, what was exemulited by
this great man, in the whele of lis copduet?  Mug-
nus pldne vir, quem voits suis phiiosophia non potuit
zguare ; dmi;(ue minus est quod ila finirt, quan quod
ilie gessit.  Tho Law wihich God gave ‘1o Muses,
aud 1 which be has propozed the grcat dutics of the
law of nature, secws to be ucopy of the hfeof Ahra-
ham. This Patriarch, wit.oot being under the inw,
has performed the nost exseatial duties it requires :
and as to the Gosrrr, its grund ohject was that on
which he had fized his eye ; that Jrsus whose duy
he rejoiced to see: and us to its spiri? and deri
they were wenderously exemplited in that faith
which was imputed to bim for righteousuess ; re.
ceiving that grace which confortued bis wholo heart
and life to the will of his Muker, and enabled bim to
persevere unto death.  * Abralam,” says the writer
of Beelesiastiens, xliv. 20, &c. *was a grent father
of muny peoplo: ia glory was there nono live vato
him,  whbo kept tho Law of the Most High, and was
in covenunt with him: he cstablished the covenant
in his flesh, and when ho was tried he was founy
faithfal."~—Seo Calmet. - R

As as0n, a5 2 busband, as a father, as & neigh-
bour, as & sovereign, aad, above all, as a man of
God, he stands unnvelled ; so that under the moge
exgjted and porfect of ull dispensations, the go
of Jesus Christ, he is proposed and recommended
as tkc s~ I and paltern, according to which, 'the
faith, obeuwicnce, and perscyerance of the followers
of the Mossish are to be furmed. Reader, while
youn admire the men, do not forget the God thag -
made him so great, so good, aud so usefal--cven
Abrabam had nothing b.* what he bad received :
feom the fres and upmaritee nercy of God proceed-
od all kis excollencics; but *2 was & work.r together
with God and therelore did mot receive the gruce of
God in wain.  Go thow, beliave, love, obey, and per-

hands, she thanked her for it, ond saig; * O, how

offcring up his son Isaoc, wo have slready scen end

sovere in like munner,



