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Heavth and Home.

A great deal is being said and written on $his
subject, and ndturally so, for it may justly be con-
sidered & public, nay a =z .tions! calamity, that so
many sons of furmers are dissatisfied with the voca-
tion of their fathers.

But much as this fact is to be deplored, and
ardently as we may wish it weve otherwise, yet the
painful tiuth fastens itself on our minds, that this
condition is likely to obtain, so long as human
occupativns are as varicd and numerous as they
now are.

It is well enough to keep saying to the farmer—
make your home pleasant—give to it an air of
cheerfulness and comfort, that will make it o place
attractive to your boys, instead of repulsive. When
they leave it for a few hours or davs on their re-
turn, let a holier baptism of peace fall upon them,
within the sacred precinets of home, than they have
known during their absence. Make it the bright

errant steps will tend ; the magnet that will more
strongly attract than all else beside, to draw them
from the lure and sin of the great world, into the
charmed influences of the paternal roof.

It is an innate desire for chunge that is at the
bottom of this evil, and the boys come honestly by
it. We are, all of us, ever ready to change our
occupation, or our place of abode, for & reasonable
probability of gain in so doing. The clement of

not a rational characteristic with us, but the oppo-
site is the truth, We are looking out for a chance
to do better, and we emphatically do look out, away
from our present life and its environments. There
is scarcely & maxim more geunerallv adapted than
the one—~I have nothing that I will not sell. All
we have, we hold by so light a tenure, that any
one can take away our possessions, as he may desire
them, it he will only pay enough money; and the
 le is, that this enongh is about a fair market price,
and sometimes less,

Very many of us have become farmers, because
we could be nothing else; and though we may
have come to accept it at last, as the best life
adapted to our mneeds and capacitivs. yet this is
more 2 conclusion of the head than of tne heart.
Muany, if not most of us, have sccret longings for
something different—for another kind of life, than
that of the agriculturist; and often the thing we
covet, does not assume a definite shape ; we scarcely
know we d» want ; yet the secret yearning from the
depths of their natures, many will recognize, who
read these lines.

In the light of these facts, how can we wonder
at our failure to beget sons who will love, with an
unwavering and preponderating affection, the
things that we have accepted—not taken hold of
wi'h the warm love of the heart. It is not in the
nature of things. While we are changeable, with-
out stabilitv of atlachment, we cannot expect our
boys to exhibit the virtue of steadfastness. What
we are, they will be and this to & more considera-
ble extent than most people allow.

This characteristic being so general, we must ex-
pect to sce its manifestation in our boys—during
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the visionary period of lifé. By-and-by, theic feel
ings will be-brought into subjection, to reason and
will; but now young blood will show itself for a
while.

- And this desire for change is not confined to far-
mers and their sons, Itis to be scen in mechanics
and their sons, and, also, more or less among trades-
men, These desire, in most cases, to change 2o a
farm. They look out from their shops, and: other
places of business, to the green ficlds and waving
weods, and sigh for deliverance from their.confine-
ment They believe farming the most desirable of
of all vocations.

When a boy, and « ttending the village school, I
well remember how many questions were, from
time to time, asked me about my farm life athome,
by mechanics' sons, wholived in the village. Their
highest ambition was to get rich enough some day,
to own a good farm. And, ¥ am glad, as Isit and -
recall to mind the names of those school-mates, to
know, that for a meajority of them, their ambition
has been gratificd, They have become successful
farmers, by the practice of economy and unwaver-
ing industry. -

While something may be done towards holding
our boys, by making their homes pleasant. Yet is
it nog true, that the army of recruits from the coun-
try, who annually seck the citics and towns, is
largely made up of sons of well-to-do, if nofjwealthy
farmers? Is it & one from the home of the poor or
farmer of moderate means, that our young men fly ?
Indeed it is nut. From homes of comparative ense
aud independence ; from comfortable and often Inx-
uriant appointments and surroundings, they go

“forth to seek sometuing diffe: ent—change. ;
What then shall we do? The answer must be,
that the casc is a difficult one, But this may be
said : When we love our vacation ourselves, jas it
ought to be loved, then may we reasonably look for
a similar atiachment in our sons. Their first. im-
pressions—their first and early love—would be-for
the business of their fathers, and this attachment
would not be likely to change. There are some
farmers, whose boys desire no change. Let us ob-
serve these and leaxn why.~—~North Western Earmer.

HOW TO GET A PIANO.

This question often asked by many an anxious
farmer’s wife, after visiting & neizhbour who has a
piano ; and this question at first sight may scem
difficult to answer. Before entering on the difficul-
ty of finance,.and the means t6 make or save the
necessary amount to buy & piano, Jet us consider
the advantage to be derived from its introduction
. into every farmer’s houschold. In the first place,
| there can be no manner of doubt that anything we

can d» to lighten the cares of our wives and dangh-
ters, or enab-e them to more cheerfully bear with
the necessary labeur and privation incident to faim
life, will be franght with benefit, and nothing will
do this to a greater extent, or in a more pleasing
manner, than to have family music and & pi:no ¢
provide it ‘There certainly are some grubbing un- |
idea' sons of humanity who wil say; “'What do.
we want a piano for? Our girls are busy enough asit.
is making bread, mi king cows, washing dishes, and
the other thousand and one household duties that |-
. are always o be done about a farm-house, and huve -
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