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honourable gentleman who acted as counsel for the Seigneurs before the
tribunal ivhich adjudicated, on their dlaims.

it wvould take us inito too wearisome details to discuss further, or in
any manner commensurate with its importance, the subjeet of' the old
.Archiives of Canada-ilhat is, those which relate to its affairs prior 10
thie capitulation in~ 1760. Most of tite original documents left behind
in the country in that year, are nlo% in the enlstody of one of the
Departi-cnts of State at Ottawa. 0f thie Canadiati Archives relating
to affiairs of' dates stibsequent to thiat of the cession of the Colony to
Engyland, and extending to thie epoehi of' Conf'ederation, it is safe to say
that tlîey are in a position even luss accessible than the Reccords of
anterior periods. It is probable the ancient, Frenich public papers w1lich
may remain in the country would be found to be so ficr sorted and
properly labelIed as to require no very large amount of expense and
labour in l)rocuriug catalogues of thein. We cannot howevcr, say this
of the later Archiives. It bas been already stated that a considerable
mass of then- is lodged at Montreal-some, but perhaps no considerable
portion of the whole, being sort cd, put iu bindles, though there is reason
for doubting -whether the terms of endorsatiou on eachi packet are suit-
abole for all the papers witliin. Tliose whvlicl are sorted. and labelled
bear dates beginingi- wvith the year 1764. In some of the upper shelves
and partitions bundies of documnits and loose paipers are to be seen
unsorted; and it is impossible, wvitliott examination, to pronounce upon
the nature of their contents, or whietber, as regards thecir dates, they
correspond wvitli the labelled documents nearest them. ln otlier re-
ceptiacles and places, on shielves, tables, and lai-re boxes or cases, are
multitudes of documents, papers, engrossed sheets, petitions, addresses,
printed leaves and books, and some bound volumes of manuiscript. An
inspection of soine of'these latter gives th e impression that their sta,.tis-
tical and other contents are of considerable value, and that they are
wvell worthy of being catalogiied, with a summary of their nature, if
not to be printed in full. Wliat the contents of several largre cases
xnay be, must remain inatter of conýjectuire until they are opcned, and
the documents witlini examined and sorted. Ou taking np a loose sheet
iu thie upper part of an open case, it wvas seen to bo an engçrossed co pyof
an address, prepared, ive believe, at 'rliree Rivers, iu the year 1787. In
flie saine case were nuany othier papers, sonie in the form. of î'olls, others
-written on fools--ap, wieh froin their appearance were judged to apper-
tain to a variety of subjects an-d dates. The whole of ilhe matters which
1 biave thus sumniu'ily adverted to are contained in vaults underneath
old Goveru.ment, 1louse at Moutreal. We 'eeinformed by the worthy
keeper, Mr. David Ltuck,-wlio lias been iii attendance there upon
(4',overiiors and Cabir.et lifinisters, atid in charge of Records, since the
days of Sir George Provost, and %vhio, it is gratifying to learu, bas just
been bandsornely pens'oncd off' by the Dominion G ov ern men,- that
thle vafflts wvere uisuallI muisty and danip, and scarcely sate for die pur-

Soses oU senrch, witlhoît the uise of a stove. We gathiered, lu iàct, f rom
is remarks, that at, least two persons hiad accecerated thecir premnature

Êecease by too assiduously prosecuting there the w'ork of searching for


