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land contamned only 350 f'.unilies, or nicarly 2,000 inlhabitants, dislributed
in 15 Sllnail scutlemiets, chiefly along the eastcrn shore. 'l'icqc couîstitutcd
thc resident populationî ; but, in addition, thiere wis a floatingý population
of several thou.,ands wlho l'rcqucntedl the i-horcs ditritig the stimuler, for
the sîke of' the fisiieries, wlîich had now attaincd v;îst dîînewýiOn4s. 1
se carly as 1626, one hundred and fifty %vc-zs wcerc zinnually c]e-zpaitchcd
froin Devonshire al")ne, and the French wec ev'en miore active in û.arry-
ing on tuie fircsthan the Euish hile thcsc ine\hlawstible souirces
of wc:îlîlî, iii the sc:îs around Newtotîndland, addcd grcatly to the im-
portanice or thc ûounitry, in another wvay they indirectly provcd to, bo
injurions~, by rctarding, fur more thau a century. the settienieuît, of tho
island, and by giving fise to a sateut finattprs whieli lcd to social disorder
and flagrant iiisruie. These lucrative fisheries, as far as the Englisit
wcre concerncd, wec enaried on by ship.owners and traders residing in thse
West of Eiigland. 'fhey sent out tlîeir sbips and tislîing crews early in
the sumnier; tie flsh ca.ught was saltcd and (lricd asiiore. and when
wintcr approaclîcd, the fishternien rc-cnîbarked for England, carrying vvitli
thein the products of their labour. 11 ence it bccatue tbcir intcrcst to dis,-
courag-,e tic seulemîent of thie country, as tbey wisbced to retain tho
luarbours anid fising covcs foir the use of thcfr servants in curing the fi.qh,
and iliey rcgalrdcd ail settiers on the lansd as iîîterlopcrs, hostile to their
pursuits. Their îniost strentnous efforts vvere dircted to h-ccp the resident
population wirliin the narroivcst liiiiits. Unhappily the Britisbi Govcrn-
ment feui in with thcir v'ieivs; and, rcgarding the N4ewioutidland filbcries
as a nursery for scaîncn, they prohibited ail attempts at sL*Lticment. No
more eflorts at colonization wcrec ouritenanced. 'lie most stringent laws
wore pronulgatd f'orbidding fishcrnicn to reinain behind at Uic close of
the fiàliitig season ; and masters of vessels ivcre eompcllcd to -ive bonde
of a hundrcd p)ound3 to bring baek sncbi persons as tbcy took out. The
commander of Uic convoy was ordered to bring away ail planters ; setule-
ment within six tuiles of the shore was prohibitcd, and by ordinance "lail
plantations in Ncwfýautdland wcere to be discouragcd." Tlh is wvrpebcd,
short sightcd policy was pcrscevered in fur miore tlian a century. lCvcn Fo
late as 1797 me find the Governor for tbe limne bein-, in a Jetier to the
Shcriff, sharply rcbuking tliat oflicer for haviîîg pcriutd a Mr. Gil1 f0
orcet a Pencee during bis absence, and ordcring certain sheds t0 be retnoved
imiîîcdiately, and lbrbiddiug- otliers to I ecet eiînneys to tljeir slîcds or
even light fircs in tliem of' any kind." WVitli suth lniçs in force, the
Wonder is, not that the coloîîy did nuit advance, but that any resident
population s.hatcver should bc lt<îîud to oceupy ils shorcb. If Iewf*uund-
landi is îîot now -breasL of lier sistcr coloniies, if' lîcr resourceb arc -o m
per1èetl,, developcd, ber fertile lands uîîsctled, rind lier inteior unex.
ploIeco îýc sue enougli in these iinrightcous lawvs to accourta for týiich a
Statue(et ,uatters. P~rogresse under sueli a ,.>stein, was an inosiby
The utitin7y residents could inot legally enclose or tii! a picce of ground,
build or re*pair a bouse Nvithout a liccuie, wçhich it wvas no e1sy inatter t0
obtairi, and %wcre shus compelled to look ta the tormy occau as the Eole
source whcnce they could draw a scanty subsistence. Tliat a certaitn
ar-ýunt of ,)rù,re-s was sccurcd in spite of ail these obstacles, and that


