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l)ecause lie does xiot do so. <«A wvise authior,» lie says, " never
allows his reader's inmd to be at larxge, but casts about froîn
the very first how to secure it ail for Iimiself. He takes you
(seeiningly) jîxto Iiis confidence, perhaps pretends to consult
you as to the best route, but at all events points ont to you
thie road Iying far aliead, wvhichi you are to travel in ]lis coin-
pany. Tf l veacler's mind interested froin thie begrininig, and
desirous of ascertaining wliethier the author keeps his word
and adh)eres to blis plan, feels a glow of hieaithy exorcise and
pays a real thougli unconscious attention. But Emnerson
inakzes no terns withi bis readers - lie gives neither tliread
nor dlue, and thius robs themn of one of the keenest plcasurc.s
of ricadiny-the living, beforohiand with your author and gro-
ing, shiares wiLh biim in his own thouo-hits."

Of thoe chief chlaractenisties of l3irrell's -workz, we hiave
already moutioned a few, biis ecar vision, his generosi ty and
fairncss, biis fondne(ýss for presenting the authior's personal
Character an~d attitude of mind, bis sympathy, and bis broad-
minded culture, begotten of wido rcading. But perhiaps the
two umiost niarkced chiaracteristies arc bis humour and bis
strong moral sense. f'

''iis humour, of a satirical yet -%vithal. a very good-natured
8ort, is m leaven wh%,ichl perineates the wliole of his wvorkz, mak-
In" it always brighit and interesting. It is a saving grace
which keeps hîmi froin oxtreines and lielps hujui cdwaajs to se
Iloul w'oîneil, boolzs and thiingrs in proper perspective.

Hie is nover afraid to give it rein, for lie believes thiat 'lit-
erature exists to please-to lighiten the burden of inen's lives,
to muake them for a short wvbile forgret thoeir sorrows, tlieir
sins, tiieir sileuced hoearts, their disappointed biopes and tlieir
ri un futures."

Tiiero is, liow'ever, bcueath tbis humour a seriousness of
purpose whIicbl is never lost siglit of. Hie can and does speak .
gravely, lin e likes, w'ith a quiet, liealthful coinrnon sonse q

whicie makes the reader respect bis opinions.
Witbiout iuîtontionally settingr out to spread the gospel of

"self-rev'ercnce, sel f- k nowleàdge, self-control,' hle mlakes it per-
fectly clear whiat qualities, both. mn a iuan. and in a book, lie
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