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Your positive presentation of Ch lrist in ail the glory of His
person aiîd wvork wvi11 be the best antidote to, prevailiu.gc, theo-

logical vagaries. Do not overlook'the niischief dorie by the
popular outcry against definiteness in theological thiought, the

widespread fondness for îvhat George ElIiot called " disenii-
bodied opinions thiat float in vapory phrases-a bigotry agaiit
any clearly-defined opinions-a lack of cohlerent thought, a
spongy te-xture of inid that gravitates strongly to, nothing.
The one thingr it is staunch for is the utmost liberty for private

liaziiness."
Persons of thiese constitutional pc-culiarities are imever done

of iinvcighing against dognia, a terni whichi, properly useci,
siniply mieans a p>recise statenient of ascertained truthi in any
departinent of Iman investijtion. Whiat is there in this
to provoke antagonism? And yet some work theniselves iiitc
wvhat tieýy thilik righltecous indignation against dognia as sonie-
thing expressive of ignorance aud presuniption. A reccnt
writer, for exanpfle. denounces the creeds of Christendonà as
"tlc idols of unfledged intellects, but the stuiiibling-bloc'k or

sccrn of thie entra-tingc- and conscientious, barriers to the pro-
rss of truth, and usurpations on the prerogative oi reasmi

ani of its Authior.Y
Bic not disinaved b)v this sort of rhetorical. noise. Truthi

canl bc ascertained. and should be distinctly forniulatcd iii ai
tlhe scienmces, including tlieology,;. Thiis does not fetter the

huilali iii;lnd-docs miot inider but hiclps furthcr investiga..tion
andi progress. It is not mîecessar to our liberty and advaiîce-

il-elt in kn-iowvledge thiat truth shouldl be kept ini a staite oi

vapory solution. Our freclonx of thoughit is net iinipaired-,

by the heclief thiat centuries of (levout study of Scripture by the
ablcst and best trained minds hiave conclusively SCttIC(l certain

thilm:gs; ami our intelligence and ediucation are not to be pro-

nounced lanientably defective because -%ve prefer clearly dcfincd

dcctrine te tlheoIonical chaos. A man is net wcecessarily- a

stupid trave%,ller, utterly destitute of oriýiiality and penetration

becailse lie accepts tUie earth's rotundity, the î>olarity of t1Ue
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