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WHY?
BY MRS, HELEN K, BROWX,

HEN I was a child I
was continually ask-
ing whyt I was told
then that Tmust “do
a8 I was bid and not
ask why,” but yet
that littlo question
would be for ever pop-

. ping out.

When I grow up I had the samu
Labit. People laughed at mo and told
moe I was nover satisfied. But, if
thoy had only known it, & good reason
would have satisfied me at any time,

I am old now, but I have not done
ssking why. And heré is a matter
which puzzles me. Perhaps some of
you little children can answer me, 1f
alcobol i8 good, and you know how
many people say it is, why kaen't God
made it for us? We go sll over the
earth and we can't find aleohol grow-
ing naturally anywhere.  There's
water, .good cold water, everywhere;
Jakes und rivers and brooks and springs
enough to satisfy the thirst of every
liviug being. But there are no rivers
or lakes or rills of brandy, whiskey,
wino, or beer. There are medicinal
springs in a good many places, soda
springs, sulphur springs, iron springs,
and muny-other kinds, and invalids go
to these und drink the waters to make
them well. But you never yet heard
of an alcohol spring, did you ?

And God hss made sll manner of
besutiful fruits on the earth, oranges,
lemons, peaches, plums, pears, apples,
grapes, melons, berries, oh ! how many
kinds there are, and all very nice,
some sweet and some sour, 80 juicy
and so wholesome. And yet not one,
| no, not one of them, containa alcohol.
I am sure it would be just as easy for
God to muke alcohol in some of them
#3 not. And if it i8 good for us to
take, why didn’6he? That is what X
want to know.

Then look into the Bible. There
wa3 Hagar's poor little son Isbmael
1aid under the bushes to cry himself to
death for the want of somethug to
drink, Yes, he was dying of thirst,
-and the poor mother ready to die of
.grief, when * God opened her eyes and
she saw & well of water, and she went
and filled the bottle with water and
_gave the lad drink.” Now wouldn’t
it bave been just as essy for God to
bave given her wine to fill her bottle
with as water? The wine would have
‘been g0 strengthening, some people
‘say, for the poor famished child ; it
:would have been meat and drink both,
as they tell us, and if it would have
been 50 much better, why do you sup-
pose God.didn’t give it to him ?

And when the Israclites were travel-
ing from Egypt to Canaan, when they
started on that long forty years' jour-
‘ney through the wilderness, you re-
‘member they came to s place where
they found nothing to-druk, and the
whole multitade cried from thirst,
Aund God told Moses to smite the rock,
and there flowed out a stream of pure
cold water, & stream that followed
4bem all the vsay. If wine had been
bettor for them, couldn't God bave
made a river of wine for their use ?

" When Elijah, the prophet, fled for

‘his life into the wilderness God sent

Jim a cruse of water to drink. Why
dido’t he give him something stronger?

;. 1f brandy and whiskey make peo-

Y5 plé strong, why did G»d tell Samson's

) ¥

mothar to bo aure not to drink any
stroog drink before he was born, and
not togivo him any ! Samson was tho
strongest man that ever lived, liow
strango that ho should becomeo 8o strong
on nothing but water!

How did it happen if wino is good
for peoplo that Daniel and his com.
panions were fairer and fatter in flesh
than thoeo who took it 1

And tha Lord forbado the priesta
ever to drink wine on pain of death,
and the kings, too, wero told they
should not take it. And when a
person in ancient times took a vow of
consecration to the Lord one of the
things they resolved to do was to
abstain from wine and strong drinks ;
and so particular woro they that they
wouldn’t taste a grape or evon a raisin,
If these liquors wero really strongthen-
ing and mnourishing I shouldn't think
the good God would have required
this, would you?

And you remember about the Recha-
hites, who oboyed their father so faith-
fully and never tasted wine, even when
the prophet at God’s command offered
it to them to see what they would do,
How pleased God wus with them be-
causo they were 80 true to their total-
abstinence pledge !

Don't you think, children, that this
is u great puzzle? Why, if alcoholic
drinks are good for people, shonldn’t
God bave provided them? Why should
he heve so strictly forbidden them?
Aud why should he have bedfio
pleased with those who never touched
or tasted $

How can you explain it?

WORDS OF WARNING.

HE tobacco-habit makes no
boy a man, nor any man
R more manly. A boy isin
danger the moment he be-
gins to smoke or chew. All
medice] men agree that the
physical dovelopment of
early manbood i8 seriously
retarded by the use of tobacco. 1tis
for this reason, snd also because the
tobacco-habit i8 a hindrance to mental
improvemnent, that the Board of Public
Instruction in Paris has issued a cir-
cular forbidding the use of tobacco by
students in the public schools of that
city. In Germany, the police in
several states have been instructed to
stop all smoking by lads and young
men, This action is based on the
testimony of the medical faculty that
tobacco-using i8 so injurious to the
bealth as to impair the fitness of boys
and youth for military service, in
which, in Germany, all young men
must bear 2 part. In England, Dr.
Drysdals, a distinguished London phy-
sician, hasg, in a letter to the London
ZTimes, denounced tobacco-smoking as
‘“ deleterious to health and vitality,”
and as the cause of various disorders
which he points out.
The J[nterior—always careful, and

very reliable in all it publishes—puts.

the case strongly when it saye: “ It is
a great wisfortune overy way for a
young man to contract the habit of
tobacco-using. He standsnine chances
ount of ten to bave his life shortened
by it, and ten chances out of ten to
have his usefulness impaired.” The
Sunday-sshool Times, one of our ablest
weeklies, thus concludes a recent edi-
‘torial on this subject.: ¢ A great many
excellent men still use tobacco; bat
wa believe théro isnot ors among them
all whose influence for good is not in

some measuro lossened by this indul-
geacs, Wo beliove, morcover, that
the beat men—tho clourest-hended and
tho purcst-hearted—of theso tobacco-
usera Are cuming to rccognize thia
truth, and aro one by one abandonin

their vicious habit for the glory of G
and the good of their follows.”

More than nine in overy ten
men who use tobncco wish thoy had
never formed the habit.  Many more
good ronsons might be given with theeo
three words of advice: Bovs, poxn'rt

BEGIN.
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A DYING MINER,

L WLEATY wiles from camp,
gh avd night approaching. A
LA young honie missionary work-
ing for his Daster in onc of the min.
ing communities of Colorndo, fonud
himself in this sitnation one day, and
was beginning to look about him for a
degirable place in which to spond the
night, when a littls way alead he de-
scried & rude cabin.

Approaching nearor, he saw it was
one of the poorest of these habitations,
and much of the ¢ chinking” between
tho logs had fullen out, rendering the
place additionally uncomfortable.

“ Such a place as thatir surely de-
serted,” said the young minister to him.
gelf ; “and X am nclined to think I
would ratber sleep out of doors to-night,
than insido that shell, even if it should
prove to be inbahited by one who
would make muswelcome.”

At that moment the sound of song
flouted out through the openings be-
tween tho logs, and our traveller
stopped his horse to listen to the man's
weak voice singing tbat dear old home.
song—*‘ The Home of the Soul :”

*¢ Oh, that homo of the soul ! 10 my visions

and dreams
Tts bright, jasper walls I cau sce,
Till I fancy but dimly the veil jutsrvenes
Between the fair city and me,"”
were the words which reached the cars
of the listener outside.

1 must sec the man who can sing
like that in such a place ag this”
thought the missionary, riding up te
the cabin and alighting from s horse,

A feeble “Come!” cawme from with-
in in answer to his knock ; and enter-
ing he found himself in the one small
room of the cabin, which was alinost
degtitute of furniture.

XIn ono corner, a rude bedstead had
been - constructed of bourds and rude
pieces of timber, on which some old
blankets were spread, and on this bard
bed lay u mme, evidently very near to
death.

“ Dying alone in this situation,
twenty miles from the nearest camp,
still his look into the beyond scewned
80 clear, 50 real, that the language of
the hymn he feebly sang was indeed
the language of tho heart,” said the
missionary, as he related the incident
afterward. ¢ He died that night, and
I have never ccased tofeel a th' !of
thankfulness whenever I think of bim,
that I was belsted that day, and 80 cn-
abled to bo with that man when the
end came. Surely that which satiefies
a man when dying in the midst of such
surroundings is not & thivg to be liybtly
rejected. When a voung man leaves
the home of his boyhood, he canno¢
afford to leave the religion of Christ,
too.” [ J

Whex. thy_Sher apd th T.
sake thpo;the i eo up

DEAR LITTLE HANDXR

4 N EAR Intle hands: 1 loved them s0 ’
A=/ And now they are lying under the

ANOW—-
Under the snow 8o cold and white,
Aud [ cannot sce them or touch them to-
night.
Thev are quiet and otill atlast. Ahl me,
How busy and restless they ueed to be &

But now they can never reach up threugh
tho snow— ,
' Dear little hands! I loved them so

Dear littls hands ! 1 mins themso !

All thugh the day wherever 1o !

All through the night low lenely it ecems,

For no littlo hands wake me out of my
dreama }

I nues them through all the weary honrs—

Mizs themn as others miss sunshine and
flowers—

Dav-time or night-time, wherever 1 go ;

Dear little hands ! I loved them so'}

Deur little hands § When the Master ahall

call

I'll welcome the sumnions that comes to
us ali,

When my feet touch the waterdjso dark
and ro cold, .

And 1 catch my fint glimpse of the City
of Gold,

It keepmy cyesfixed on theheavenly gate,

Over the tide where the white-robed anes
wait,

Shall I know you, I wonder, among the
bright bands 1 .
Will you beckon me over, ok, dear little

hands 1
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PUZZLEDOM.
ANSWERS FOR LAST NUMBKR.
1. HippeN ANMaLs.—1. Baboon.
Puliuh. 3. Pacx. 4. Paco, 0.
6. Ounce.

II. Diaxoxp.
a
LEA
LINBS
GEMSBOK
ABBOT
BOT
K

NEW PUZZLES. -
1. Diaxoxp.

1. Aletter from Salem. 2. A mimic
3. Cense. 4. Unduunted. 5. To im-
pede. 6. A pipe for drawing liquor.
7. A letter from Sweden.

11. NuxericaL Exiaua.

I am compnsed of 27 leiters,

My 13, 11, 7, is u vessel for tho
ashes of the dend,

My 5,9, 16, 15, 26, 22, is a numeral.

My 4, 25, 12, 18, 16, 14, is one
whom we honor.

Out of my 27, 10, 6, 24, 17, are the
insues of life.

My 20, 21, 2, is a verb.

My 8, 3, 23, is to scatter.

My 16, 1, 14, 26, 27, is a globe.

My 19, isa vowel.

My whole is ono of the sayings of
Solowon.

ITI. CurTATLMENTS.

1. Curtail a poison, and leave a
curse.

2. Curtail a staff, and leave to bo
able.

3. Curtail short and leave a dog.

4. Cartaila fish, and lesvo a vehicle.

5. Curtad a burr, and leavoa study.

6. Curtail a lady, and leave a bank.

{V. DounLz AgrosTIC.

1. A flower, 2. Part of a shield.
3. To faint. 4. Arn instant, 5. The
rainbow. 6. A title. 7. In seanon.
The primals and finals form two ad-
mirable viriues
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