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*Bay Company lias iad a similar effect
on thecir servants. Then there lias bec»
unparalleled physical suffering. The
winter lias been the severeat and Iongest
ever witnessc<I by the olcst inhlabitaonts.
Last fall the l3uirl'Io left our Plins~, and
the poor Indians, in attenptilng to follow
tlîem, wcrc overtakzen by terrible snow-
storms, and after cating their dogs and
horses, and, i nany instances, tiacir
leatiier clotlîing, niserably perishied froni
starvation.

Soane of these shrivelle.d and exhausted
creatures attenmpted to return to the
settiexeents on the Saskatchewan, not a
few dyinig on thie vay. Iiithie-ieighibor-
hood of our nmissions, scores mnust have
perislîed, but for the relief received fron»
the Conxpany. 1kost gratefully we
acknowledge tlîat controling Providence
that lias saivcd us froua general calaxnity.

Two years ago the BtifFa-lo -%vere abun-
dant ; and the Conmpany bouglit large
quantities of Peinican,-of this they
wivsel y retained a part in the country.
Last suninier the lunt wvas a failure ; the
Inidiatis were dissipated ivitlî Yankee
alcohiol ; and the past %%inter, had there
beenî no stores to fali back upon, we
should ail have been involved ini generatl
ruin-our aninials killed, and our
families robbed of everything. None
but those Wvho have experienced similar
circumstances cani realize tlae relief that

*spring lias bronglit us; and will it be
believed, tlîat iii the naidst of this
general distress tîiere are meni se desti-
tute of ail linanity, as te smuggle
into these Inctian camps thousands of

* galen3 of alcoliol, and, in some
instances, receiving from tîme wretchcd
Imadian, articles of clothig ini excînanige
for the poisonoîls drink, wv hach liad been

iento, thiese poor creatures to saive
thena fromn fmeezing to death. Whatever
tme inigrediemits are which the trader
mixes ivitlî the alcoliol, the effeets Pro-
duced on the native are exactly sinihiar
to tLhose wvitnessed in tie dyinlgstrng,,gles
of the wvolf, when killed by strychnine;
first, a foaning-at the nouth, tlhen con-
vulsions follow, amad the body becoines
black a short tine, after death. Scores,
if not hundreds of -the Plain Inidians,
have been- killed, in thîis way mvithin. the
last two years.

It is a great relief to be able to turn
te a more pleasing suabjct. In the midst
of ail oîar dificulties the Great Master
lias manifested 1-lis presence axad powver.
Our services have bec» well attended.
Our schîools have bee» abuindanitly sue-
cessful. Our missioniary collections,
ivlien wve reinexuber the circumistances of
the subseribers, were munificent. At
Woodvilhe, material lias been collectcd for
a comfortable parsonage. At Edmonton,
our miew chua-él is fast advancing toivards
coin)letion ; and steps have beemi takzen
te add a kitelien and ver-anda te th6
parsonage. Tlae Hudson's Bay Comnpany
have erected a grist umili at Victoria;
tme first wvatermil in the great Northî-
WNest.

Thiankful for past niercies, we aire
hepeful. as reg'ards the future. Our trust
is i» the LoÈs of Hests!1

From- the~ saine, daed~ Wcslcy Huill, Edr7o7iton, Mlay'2317, 1873.

According te previons arrangement,
:ApiI 29t1î. I started for 130w River, and
in the evening met xny son at whiat is
called the Forks of the Meauiitain hload.

May the lst, at the foot of the Bear's
Hill, wve fell in witlî a party of Victoria
Crees, niost of tlîem our ownl people.
-With these wve spent some tiane in Aeli-
gions exercises ; and after exclianging
prairie new's, we, îuslaed on to Battle
River, wliere wve met -anothier party
belongine? te tlae same place. The head
mIn. tof l~e canmp is one -of tlhe nohleit
specimens of a Chîristian native 1 have
met -%vith iii this country. Our friend
Noah invitedl us te liis touit, wvhere wve
made our suppor enýa yellow orane. With

thîese we lieldtwo services, and baptized
twvo children; and were made acquaixîted.
with a fact demonstrating the pover of
Christianity on the native xnind. An
aZged, blind %voinamî visited our tent, -%vlao,
somne menths previeus, liad bec» cast
awvay by lier inhuman. children. They
had long, felt the old ivonan a burden,
and, one' morning while she %vas asleep,
tlaey aIl slippcd away from the camp,
leaviniglier, as they expected, te perisla.
Our good brother and lais party fouid,
the unfortunate, inther, and -%vere, taking
the best care of her-in their 13ower.

On the evening cf the 2nd wie reached
the nerthblarîk of the Red Deer River.
For four days wehad becn travelling


