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k;:cps back notlung that 18 best for n fallen|everything as of absolute knowlodge. The'deed, there 1 0o ferling 1 the hunan bo.’

creature to know.  An mtelhgent elald ofitruths they disclose arc not matters ofisom so distressing as suspeneo and uncer.

six years of age, educated in the boson of aiopinion ; they aro facty, facts ascertained
Christian faunly, knows more on morat and: by the God enly wise, and the reanty of
religious subjects than Socrates or Plata.j which depends on lus veracity speaking 1n
We are scarcely aware of the vast extent s word. There s no foundstiun sn the
and compass of rehgous truth with wiuch  nature of tungs, for uncertamty it morai,
the scriptures are so perfectly fanuhar., rather than in naturai, or mathewaucal
\Ve histen 1o their wstructions so frequent-'science.  Every thung which men percewe,
Iy, that the thought 1s yot always present:and about wihich they think and reasan, 18
to vur timnds,that they are culcating truths s either certainly true, or certamniy false.—
which none but God knows. ‘They point) Independently of allourviews andihe views
us back to the etermty which the ,rc:uor‘of others, distinet frow ail the notions we
mhahited before the foundation of theldenve jrom custom and cdueation, srre.
world, and forward to the etermty wo shallispective of all our caprice, prejudice, and
inhabit after this world shail have passedjignorance, there s such attung as reigious
away. ‘They lead our minds up to Ilun, truth.  There s m the nature of the case,
who, though he dwells m hight unapproach.!no ground for doubt and uncertaintv.—
able and fills the universe, 1s about our! Thuugh not decided by the zawe Kiud of
path and about our bed; on whom all. evidence by which we resoive an equatmn,
bemgs depend from the archangel to the:or demwnstrate a theorew, or deteruwue
worin; and who, winle hie 19 slow 1o anger: the uature and causes of diweasr, 1t ol
and of great kudness, 12 terrible v majesty. on that account the lees certame Where
They make us acquamted with Ius vast and’ infimite intelhgence and mtegrity bear wat.
perfect purrosos, comprehending all lus; nesx, there can be nu room tor uncertainty,
works and all the events of lus providence | All jarther mquiry 18 out of pace. Une
in this world and other worlds, in tune and ' declarationof the God of truth s paramount
through mtermumable ages. They directito alt the philesoplucal theories, and aii
our thoughts to the great law which he the opposing svstems of faith the world
has published, and by which he establishes’ ever beheld. 1t 18 amusing to hiear soine
the moral order and harniony of the um-‘modern reisgiomsts 1aik about a mare ra.
verse. ‘T'hey lead us to take a view of that! fional rehigion than the religion of the Bible:
world of wonders—man—a mystery to hun-: \What can be more rational than the rel.
self, and yet tore than all the works ofigion ot God ! * \Who hath been hus coun.
God, the means of cliciting the manifold, seller, and who hath structed um °* A
glory of lus Maker. "I'tey proclann ‘to us suffering, but godly man was once asked
the glad tidings of great joy through the: he conld see any reason for the disprusa.
incarnation aud death, resurrection, inter-‘unn which caused hun so much agony
cesswon, and meditonal rewgn and truamph - “ No ™ rephed he, % but | amn as well satis.
of the Son of God. They make us ac- fied asf 1 could see ten thuusand.  Gui's
quainted with the character aud offices of ! will 1s the very perfection of ail reason.”
the Divine Spirit, under whose transform.!So of the reveiations ot s truth.  They
ing fluence the soul 12 brought out of:iare the perfection of ail reasun  “The rea.
darkness into marvellous hight, and though: son that 16 opposed to thein 13 not reason,
by nature guilty and mpoverished, 1s en.:but folly. \We need not be surpriead, there.
riched and adorned, and made meet to be a'fore, that the Scriptures claim for them.
partaker of the inheritance with the samts selves eerfamn dameledge: for e can it be
in light.  ‘Uhey make us faimbar with the otherwise, since they come from God!
import of momentous and melz.acholv Nor should it be anv master of surpri=e lo
themes—death and the grave; with theius that those who truly recesve the Bible

resurrection both of the just and the unjust. i shouid regard it as an unerring standard,-

"They pour a hight upon our path by which and be established m its truths. ¢ Lord, to
we descry the vast continent, the boundless . whom shail we 2o, but unto thee ! “ihou
immortality that stretches nself away im. hast the words of cternal life ; and we ba.
measurably beyond our thoughts, and then Lieve and are sure that thou art that Chrez,
Dt the curtain where scenes and prospects the Son of the Iving God I Men who
Tisc that alternately appal and enchant us— love the Bible, dnote that it 15 trae. They
the Son of man comnng i the clouds of have not mereiy iearned o bow the onder.
heaven-—the throne of judgment—the final standing to the decisions of sntite wsdony,
sentence—the everlasting retnbulion— but they have felt ats power.  Its truths
fow long would human reason have been accord with therr owa expenence. They
ciouded i ust, how long groped i d: rk. percence hewr excelience and beant: .~
ness, had not the hight dawned that bas. I'hey have felt them . they have handied
made such disciosures! He who kaows them ; they havetasied and eugpved wuem
all things, and sees as clearly at mudmght and thase wants of the soul winch hae <,
as at noon day, net only becomes the heht long been mucked, and deluded, and uare.
of reason, hut even condescends to reveal heved, have tound inthem that satsiactan
to fauth what our humsted and mmperfect and peace which have cisewhere been
TEAsON may not 1 many mstances compre. sought 1 vamn, o not wonder” sy
hend. His mieli:gence is everiasting; he the devout Paschal, “to sen some unva.
15 the centre of thought, the jaw ol aif izws, plusticaied people beliere wWihoul reasat.
and the fast and supreme reason of adi ing.  (God wcimes thew hearts o beieie
thiugs. It belongs to mn 1o originate and Thev judge by the heart, as athers Lo by
reveal the truths we are to recene: and the understanding.  The Hoiv Sorjiure
cven though they may not becutnpreheuded 8 not a science of the understanding, but or
by us, vet are they alt clear and plain 1o the heart. 1t 18 inteihigabic oy o Uidse
hun.  Let the man who tlursts for know. who have an honest and wnnd neart. Cha.
ledge, who 15 wearsed an tus pursuit of nity is not oniy the cnd of the Heli S
truth, and who {cels dissatisted with ail tures, but the entrance to them.”  Me,
that reason has ever laught tuw, repair 1o who are born of Grudy"are beruties thtouyrn
the Scripiures and see how fast he wud the truths of 1ae Bibir | 1203 alt. as i neioe,
learn under such a teacher. \What an doranto them, and tiey torm the a. 1
ocean o1 knowledge does he carry in the of their spritnal beag. Thes hae i
holiow of his hand when he grasps tnat access 1o tae tree once guarded by danay
sacred book! \What uncreated wisdom cherubuns: they have plucaed ns rrux
secms then to be contamed within the have breathed its fragrance and periune,
laits of Ins finte ntelhgence! When and know indeed that it s the tree of Lic.
once a mind cager in the pursut of knowe . Nor 1s it 2 consideration of Iitle moment,
ledge begins i carnest to learn frotn tius thag the Scriptures fix the cortamty of roli.
book of God, it conunually advauices— giqus truth  Few principles are af higher
There are no hmts to these cxhaustless poartance than that trath. so fat as .1 s
instructions. As the ntelicctual powess audmed, can be known with certaintv. It
and faculues cxpand and brighten U7, s one tiing to be on the wisnie pereuadmd,
thought and prayer. as sinister and uuwor- znd another to be assured. it s one thing
thy cuds arc lost sight of anc superseded 10 view a propositon undulating between
by the more steady and unalloyea live € 0 difforent gradations of probability, ami

the truth, the sphere of vision i enlargoa esiabhished only by the preponderance of

—ONC degroc of attamnment facibsiiates the pmmbd“,c;; and another to consider truth
acquisiion of another—the more s kuown, hovond the miucnce of a deubt.  If, afler
the greater will bethe capacity of knowmg. : mi'eng vestigation, there were fow sun.
ull ight 1s poured upon the hithento be-jocts but may be unsettied by a corrup:
nighted mind from every o ned page, and piyjasophy : if, after a laboriovs, unpartai,
it increases in the knowledge of God il 1tand prayerful stedy of e Senptarcs, o
beholds him as he is. iwgre impossible 10 Arrve at any other con-

But the Scriptures do not merely extedd clusan than congecture, we might well foei

¢

“tainty, be tho subject what it may.  Man
ineods firm ground whereon o piace hae

,feet, and aot the marsh or qackeand, that
trewbles peneath han.  He has & singuiar
power 1o hrace s courage an a level with
lns conditian, and to endure wih fortitade
thuee cviis whch, bewre ther arraal,
seetned alnost supportabile. Bt a state
of heaitation between hopes and frare a0
passibie, thore tormenting than the fulhi.
ment of lus worst appechonsions. The
hauntng fear, the AZUNY Gl AuapenIAn, pros.
trate hus cnergy . and ta cacaps thewe, in
often ieaps to grappie w.th the dread reals.
ues.  Where then can be imagod a meore
dreadful state of il han ane ol yneer.
tamty as to tne most pupartant and vty
un ral futyocts?  1s there such a boang as
God t I there a futiies state of wagportal
oxmtonen ! I threre pacdon fur the guiise
At what rate shait we estanate the wisory
ut the aund that pendes tpoa these auo.
IMeNOUR (yestions wuh dogbt and anceg.
tamty * To tang mer the deep currear
to whaeh | rativns have suuk, whiie
the eve tings  anbinz bat darauess, nor
cven a nppte ch shoas the spot where
they disanpea. o, 15 lean over the avyss
to are whether perhaps & mght discorer
some fant outline of the worid beneath,
whether some gioemy echy, of some res.
ponse of Jov, sune sousd of mourtung, or
same song of prase, shail teli the dreadful
mystery , what ndescr:bablg anviety s
this!  But net thus s it with wmen whe
have the Bibie. Froum these unerring pagea
speake a vore thal m echoed back from
evers bosom of the by.ng, every tomb and
tmoiaaient of the dead. T every thag were
conectuse cleenhete, here evenstlnog s
cestanti, We know now the value and
the trae hueiness of Lfe. \nd it we are
s iend and perpinxed by the shadows or un.
certa 1ty 1 i« because e o joyn dark.
ness,” and preter to trace our dubious,
feei Gty coarse, wnder the doat torchlighis
of reason, 1o bear ied by that ok whecn
“eternal wo~dom has reveaied tobe a «light
10 our feet aud a Jamp to vur pata ™’

But pou w.li ask me, Has human reasnn
i place i the pursuits of wral science
She has a aofimte aud definabic piace It
s her provinee to ascortan that there s a
Gud, and that he 183 being of wafiniie pouer,
anowfedge and rectitude. Lo her pro.
viRee 1o ascetim that he i ahi'e to make a
revelation of his wili tomen, and wath such
evdence of its peaity that ohe can boliews
and Anow that it cotnes iroin fan? Ty e her
province o ingure aad padge shether 1
poeseans wiho speak e danie weie traiv
sent Dy dpm, and ba bpcoig amsared g
what they have snoken and wntten o n e
tor verty s ovn worde Lois her provaace
bk at the doThoaloes, and wesl wol)
ad ey ehyectane, U the pfﬂ!nr_\' sinraton
withe sxeored suiunie, and s be the moare
revare (A nef sorgliny becaase the v jume
© itns to be the oniy afalibio taie of faih
and practice. Nor dopa her prov.nee ter.
wntaie here \Wiile o belunge nat o her
ot erect heranli mtoatnbana: beiore wheh
tue truth <t Coxd nust anoear 1 be judaed,
4t Tie sancs Lo 1t Delongs o her to anguite
and ascrriaim whai the dvoaels mepired
ek o ae Ths oCie mnet dod hgemdy,
hutley, and wth bacoming meehnces.—
402 ascenaaed 1that thia oa ihe bouk of
tov, she LS RS ¥ LETY P HE Imvafis and aii
ner learninge and what i gnee, aji hee
iarness and camdogr, to ascertain the true
swense and et of e sacred writers
Her views of rejzeonetrath she must deaw
directiy fnsa the Scoptutes. She s not
mereiy 1o cain the asl of the Bide in cons
firmaimn ot her oun emnons, but 1o dezin
hes pnestigatons woth the dnaae source
of Anewiedgre.  The evadence i the truth
she recenes 12 the diome testuaony, and
aire has nathing to Jo but ascertaa and re.
seawve it. She tar aot anlerfere, nouy hes..
“rate, whers the Gad of truth has decaled
fler business 1¢ 10 ntand a s.lent nqairer
at the strine of these Oracies, and there
brar what Gud the Lord hath speken—
Her object 180 gel 2t rivic philimophy, and
oot her owa.  She must take jeave of her
tofty idepriuence andd.znits. f she aould
irarn 0f Christ.  Het phiinsoplical speca.
luuons have mthing 1o do 1o ascertaiming
_the meaning of the Scriptures.  Nov can
“we gite 200 groat empharis o this thought.

Men are very apt. where they haro fixed

o~ e e

decinros that the hu 1an race aro sicoets
from thest herthy the, hostate st such a
statement, bocause ac arding to thowr re.
cevod opaions, the waitle mind 1o not
rapable af s If Gud doclares that the
inoral renovation of men s offbetod by bis
awn anghly powet, they eall in quostion
the docimwn, borause, acconding 1o theit
pioioanphy, the mund 1 an existonee whish
s .ncapsbic of being acted upon exeept
by Lyght and nislives  [nstoad of allowing
the e to aflysnce the.r phekasophy, thoy
aitw ther philasophy Lo become the arbi.
trary jaterpreter of the lhble.  lostesd of
sibuntiiog tewr widgueuis e the decswns
1 the uncroatmd nteilygencs, they require
that lus intelligence should de subrrdinste
tothes owne here are tew Uht stian die
yenes TRl bave i o mune euient tatien
it tug eepor e was emineatly the
ereop of Onigen, ol Coegeiss, of Hutehitn.
son, and of Swedenubory Thes i the errur
of tite Pelagians and Aeuvaans of aacient
aud medern tunes. s o the error alio
toaciae extent af the Calviaetic and Hop.
hinaan schools.  Nsy, thus 1 the vrter of
wost uf us, hatered g and orthogox.—
Srrangoe o xay, we cannt furbear inwear.
ing the ehireds of var owa phioasaphy with
tae wisdomn of God We do st asonmibly.
But hunan reason was never given to man
tor euch a purpose  \When sho has ascer.
taned the trae aupoert of Gud's revelation,
her work 8 done.  T'v attempt more than
this, i3 rebellon against Gal—uay tt s re.
beihon agaist herselt ) for rraron docides,
and decides ntuitnely, that = of we behiove
the testunony of man, the testanony of Gud
wogreater ™ 1t has beon well romarked,
that * perinde :n wineh the peade of phike
sophy has beeu wost exalted, have often
bees histinguashed for the w.dest departures
irenn the suuphaoty of Serptural thealogy ™
Huian reasn 1w never so truiy m her pro.
per place 38 wheo sho eits 2 learner at the
tret of Chrsst. How cansbie soar on & Jof-
ver wing than waen she flies so near the
Nunt as ® so. her tace and lose her viswn
@ the brightucas of bis rave ¥ It s nat
reason that goies the soul then, bat Gud.
It s a hearen v ght—a gade fromn & pmter
and wiore antcllectaal world. [t s reason,
but 1 her uw n—a reasob that veser besis
tatns, never taiss and nesor  bowetos
weary ; A reaenn that 1s neser preyudiced,
part.a or benughted, and that never errs.

W Lk it therefore, nosmiall commen.
dayian af the Bdueg that e the t'h!}' ook
taal has coened 1o e mordd the extetded
ueid o netal <c.enre. and s marked and
ainied U pash of human ey, that if
10 sn . W andere i can tever bo saad that
Laader wantoi Lgbt. Few truthe come to
wn w gl il weeipower.ag cidence, asthe
srarhs b e Bl The cheerless glows
ALl Werads waer the understandings of
wiva Lad never been chased away, bat far
G peaas of U supernalural revelation.
Men may Jook with an unireadly eyve sn
that «¥r ey of trala Whe b rrpmves 3nd
vomdencs dhei, while they Lttle koow
the o e world would sustaiit by sub.
vertay s Daadaton, We have treed
Raienas, we have 11.04 Mabanetansm | we
Bave pimd e sin atid plosphy L and T we
canut Lok gpon them eaen w th mapect”
The Rp.ptares cotan the oniv system of
trath wa i it ue Howe goe op these,
A0 e no mier o wlech we cat 1w,
We st iravel burk unaes the tant and
treahling Lkt of pessdn and nature,
whera ~dukuess covers the earth and
2russ dariness 1he pesnie ™ \We must
wandrs 4ad the TeJins o fancy and scep.
s aps, whers there s The arguiaent 0 con.
vinee. and no ofarie o decde.  Every
thoa, g we woe, and hear, and jeel becomes
wmege and ivire the souree o xalcitude and
apprehenson, and the (arther wo extond
aur v.ews, oniess guided by thes heavenly
wght, we bebuid culy 3 taster deserte—a
Arpper atiyas of douli, darkiess and despais.
Between reflections upem curselees, aod
reflectoms upont Giod | Helween just views
of tus chatacter and our own, wWo 3¢ §o
zround 1 hope. We are burtbened with
a pcust of our 8:0, tsers, and darknoss,
and Jnz im vain fur smue quiet resting
place—e=mno covert from the leinpest—
some shadow of & great rock in this w
latd —sows thing which has the pruinss
of 1he hie that row ix, and that which s to
come.” We sirive to break our Y
“but every struggle binds us faster o our

e e

‘chamns, and s only the inofioctoal offoct of

the Tirofeaof moral scienee.  In the second fourscives mvoived 10 *an horror of greas, views of the laws which regulalc mind, 10,2 mind eeprratad from God to rostore by its

place, they fix-its certainly. They reviaitdarkness.”

1 cannot camly conceive of a_ laok at God’s truth through the modivm of own wisdomm s Just fellowship wih nx

nothing as the foSigcx, of conjecture, butlmo;c pawnful stiate of mind.  Perhaps, in. ixhcx:own phulosophy.  If, for example, God;Maher. We ccunsel youthecebute 1o Sotve
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