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In rny first article on this subjcct 1 said that the spirit of

learning, far frorn dying out, w'as as strong in Gerrnany to-day
as it ever w'as, and to prove the stt4ternent, if indeed that -were
at ail necessary, I gave the naines of some of the distinguishied
seholars at the University of Leipsic, whose work bias wvon the
admiration Cand gratitude of' students and le-arned men the world
over. 0f ail these the most interestingr to me wvas Professor
Sievers, the well kznown specialist in phioneties and philology,
arnd consecquently 1 chose hlmii to refer to in detail. But thle
others and inany of thecir confrère., arc intere-sting too, and there-
fore I arn groing Vo, devote Vhis article to a sketch of one or two,
of these and of thieir -,,'ork,.

The Professor of English is Dr. Wùlcker, and as I lad more
to do withi hmii thian w'%îi any of the others whiom I arn about
Vo dr.gcribe, I shall write- about hlmi farst. Thloughl a schiolar of
no mean ability, hoe cannot be considered a mnan of geiiius. Hie
bias dlonc a considerable arnount of useful work in the editingr of
Anglo-Saxon and Ettrly Englishi prose and poetry, but this did
not require genius so, inuehi as patience, industry, aptitude for
detailsz and accurate knowledgae. These; qualities Prof. \Vilcker
undoubtedly does possess in à very highi degree, and it is upon
fVlic vcry good use lie bias made of thmein in what niay be calUcd
the mieehanical side of the study of English, that biis reputation
5111o11g scholars w'iIl rest. Amnongr other tlings lie lias re-edited
and enla-rcd Grein's *gTreasury of Anglo-Saxon Poetry, a work
of great magnitude and one requiringr the very qualities of accu-
iracy and painstakingr perseverance with whichi nature bias en-
dowed hilm. IV is to W7icker also that scbiolars owe VIe proba-
bly correct solution of the interesting question as to, how the -,o
caled «' Vercelli Book"' canie to le in ltaly. Hie macle a visit
to the nlona-)tery at Vercelli and learncd that in ear]y ines there
liad been a li1brary in connection wvith it, Vo which travelers, in
return for the hospitality shown tben, often made contributions
in thc shape of mnanuscripts and collections of poems Frorn tis

1894] 203


