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OLD SPELING REVIZED

familiar but frequent in sientific works?
Wer orthografy robd of glaring inconsis-
tencies, a sientific treatise wud be as wel-
come as Robinson C'rusoe. As sience is clad
in uncouth garments, let sientists insist
that the tailor be changed orthat he make
atire more becoming. Like Darwin, wil
Yu enter the arena of sientific orthografy
on behaf of sience, truth, children unborn,
economy of time, progres of education,
the language,and greater Britan yetto be.
If yuar an Educater consider orthogra-
fy from an educational standpoint. Scool
Boards and Town Councils hav power to
influence Education Departments to im-
prove and develop educational methods.
Wil yu help therby to lesn ambiguities,in-
consistencies aund wastefulues ui speling?
If yuara Teacher,dificulties of teaching
to read and spel need not be enlarged on.
Wil yu urge managers and trustees to mit-
1gate this hindrance to yur other work ?
It Yuara I'radesman acustomd to adver-
tize wil yu instruct newspaper and print-
erto uze spelings without useles letters, as
color, catalog, thoro, shipt, deilverd, biskit, bild,
quartets, rubarb, hymbook, dram, catarr, camfor
telefone, telegraf, arkitect, kemistry, fe’ther, ad-
vertize, tung, lether, fotograf, ete.

f yu ara Workingman yur children can-
not stay at scool as long as the rich man’s.
Yur lak of meansshud be made upin bet-
ter methods. Yur child’s education is more
Important to yu than that of theirs to the

weltodo. Helth and brains ar yur child’s
capital. Unless these be uzed economic-

ly yur child is poor indeed. Enviish spel-
ing robs, and, unless reformd,wil continue
torob yu. If yur footrule tel yu a piece
of wood is 11 inches lorg, and, turning the
rule over, it showd 915 inches, yu cud not
go on. English speling does this: speaks
with difrent voices Creating ambiguity in
the child, which stops, puzld at ex}'ry step.
Yur child is two years longer lerning to
read thai is a Gerrunn ovue, becaus pfinc-
ed German is more fonetic, more definit,
les puzling. Encurage eforts to simplify
speling. If yu no litl about speling, ask a
frend to read aioud ierbert Spencer’s so-
cial Staties while yurite a dozen sentences.
Pas the transcription to yur frend, then to
yur wife. Compare with the printed page,
then blush, laf, and agree with Spencelf':

“I entirely abrove of fonetic reform. The
hole system of English speling is fal of absurdity
and contradictions” {retarding English progres!,

Yur interest and lhelp ar needed. Read

Max Miieller’s Leciures on the Seience of
Lrinciples of

Language and Prof. Skeat’s
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literature get Dr
Orthoepy and Orthografy
Jersev, #1 a vear) and Tug
37 Harbora of | Toronto, Can-
peny stamps, for 8 copies for
H. DruMMOND.

ON RITING A NEW LANGUAGE.

Questions of speling a new language ar
much like ones of a New Speling for an
old language. The Athenacum has this to
say (20 Aug., p. 235) about a Lundbook of
Bemba,an African tung now first printed:

“The question cf. speling a new language is
always a vext one. It sounds very simpl tosay
one shud spel it foneticaly—i. e., ‘all vowels asin
[talian.all consonants as in English,’ or that one
shud folo Lepsius’alfabet. But the former course
may present the dificulty of sounds for which
no signs exist in Knglish, and the latter with its
numeros diaeritical marks is always a nuisance
in practis, dubly so when teaching nativ children
to read and rite, or printing Looks at a distant
station with none but ordinary fonts of type.
From a sientific view-point, no dout, each sound
o't to havits own caracter, and such combina-
tions as sh, tsh, ¢h, shud be avoided, yet the ruf-
ly fonetic system above indicated has _works
falily wel iu Zulya, and ha oow becomio 81t oo
firmly, by a groing vernacalar literature of fif-
ty years’ standing, to be easily dislodged.”

As to Ao Naga a course like that for
Zulu, Bemba and other tungs has been in
progres for fifteen years as recorded in
our vol. i, p. 200. As to what basis shud
be taken for a New Speling for languages
alredy long ritn hut whose speling and or-
thoepy hav drifted apart we hav had pro-
nouncements from sevral. Skeat’s has not
yet apeard in these colums. Speaking of
[talian, he says (Prin. Etymology):

“The pronunciation of the vowels is tru and
distinet,and iray wel betaken as the basis of any
reformd system of speling.”—21:d Series, §211.

In New Speling ]

ON CHAPMAN'Z HOMER.

Mach hav ai traveld in e relmz ov gold,
And meni gudli stetsand kingdomz sin;
Raund meni western ailandz hav ai bn,

Hwich bardz in fralti tu Apollo hald.

Oft ov wan waid ecspans had ai bin told
Pat dip-braud Homer riild az hiz demin;
Yet never did ai brid its piur sermn

Til ai herd Chapman spik aut laud

and hold:

Beu Tuiv al lulk sam wo cier ov de skaiz
Hwen a niu planet swiiz intu hiz ken;

Or laik staut Corteth hwen wid el aiz
Hr staerd at de Pasific—and ol hiz men

Lukt at reh Ader in a waild sArmaiz,
Sailent Apon a pik in Darien.

— Reants.
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