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« A friond of yours? Of course you do not
mention iny—that ig, Captain Austwicke's namo.
Unless I am suro of this, of courso I can have
nothing—"
> « Givo yourself no concern on that head. I've
a deop scnso of honour mysclf, 08 a Burke,
madam. It's tho grief of my lifo that I was led
into this, and my family corrupted by it; and
I'd dio rather than let it bo known, make you
surc of that.”

flo clenched his hands, as if holdingsomething
tight from all tho world, and pressed them on
his chest as ho spoke.

Miss Austwicke drow out lhcr purso: there was
a tenpound note, two sovereigns, and somo silvor
in dit. Sho took tho noto from the rest, and
8aid-—

« { mugt think over what you havo told me,
and consider what must be done in this matter,
1 givo you this on account. I'm not prepared to
promiso that I will, or can, make good your
losses; but find the children. You say they arc
in England—London I thick you said. Well, I
will sco them for myself. I am willing to help
them, and to—to reward fidelity~that is to say,
diligence.”

Her proud heart swelled and nearly choked har
utterance, as she spoko thus confidentially, and
gave the retaining feo to thisally of herbrother's
—nnd now of hers.

As with cringing bows he went out, she was
ready to dash her hicad against the carved oak of
the high old chimney-picco, sho so resented the
humiliation. Ab, if she had but thought of her
duty to God ashighly asof her station in society,
sho would have cleared her eyes unclouded of the
fim of pride, andscen clearly the meanness of all
crooked ways, and the danger of the edgo tools
low and base, with which she was unwittingly
playing—tools shie was sharpening for her own
destruction, ~ ’

(7o be continucd.)

"UNACKNOWLEDGED GIFTS.

E saw tho other day in an article, which, we
think, found placein the ¢ Saturday Reader,”
that it was very hard, indeed, to guess anything
of the contents of & buok from its name. A few
minutes ago, we read in tho advertisements
appended to aun carly copy of Pope’s Homer,
names of publications recent in tho beginning of
tho last century, which, in tho preseat day of
“ making many books,” would save immense
1rouble, for the name gives o 1cat condensation
aud review of tho book., No doubt, the old plan
was tho mero honest; and wo ses it still some-
times adopted in scientifio works, though often it,
is not easy to tell whethera new literary bantling
is Yorn of fact or faucy, Philosophers, theolo-
giang, poets and novelists scem to vie with each
other in tho mystery of their bibliographical
nomenclature. Perhaps an ahting at conciseness,
& trying to cxpress in a word or two the object,
plan and idea of the book, as well as a conside~
ration of the piquancy of interest, which « omne’
fgnolum” carrics with it, and that love of dash-
ing smartness which characterizes our times, may
lie near the roots of this mystery.

Wo have been led to make thess remarks by
the difficalty wo had in choosing & name, which
would properly intimato what we are going to
gay a few words about. There can bo no doubt,
itis truo, about what a ¢ gift” iz, It is some-
thing « given.” It is, in fact, tho old form of
this participle, still surviving in tho Scotch.
¢ gied,” which reminds us of ¢ Maxwelton brass,”
ét where Annio Laurie gied her promise true;”
and we think that in the course of twenty
minutes, wo could lay our hands on a Somerset-
shire man, who, with bold conservatism, persists
in making the verb % give" invariably regular,
‘We have never corrected him for his archaism,,
though our ears suffercd great pain at ficst. But
~we-have our Teverige ; for we are his amanuensis,
and onco a year or so, writo lotters in modern
English to a ¢ dear brother,” somewhero ncar
Bridgewater. ‘'We may conclude our philology
by saying that wo bavoe heard Irishmen, as
radica! a3 our friend ‘George is conservative, use

“ giv” (,aml oven “ gov'? and “ guv”) instead of
“ given.:

Wo hopo our patient readers will excuse these
preliminary wanderings.

A ¢ gift,” thep, being ¢ something given,” we
might bo going to speak of Christmas-boxes,
and birth-day presents, and keepsakes, apd
friendships’ offerings, and © gages d'wnour” and
% souvenirs,” and (a3 Lord Dundreary wounld
gay) “ all that sort of thing.” But weo aro not.
Nor yet of those ncbulous  gifts on the thumb
that surely come, and gifts on tho finger that
always linger ;* nor of those ¥ gifts” which are
common to both man and beast, as food, air,
water; nor of those which are peculiar to man
only, as speech end reason ; nor of those ¢ndow-
ments of genijus, which distinguish tho great
from those who call them so; for all these, whero
they exist, ave (less or wore) acknowledged as
t gifts.! Wo are going to speak of « wnacknow-
ledged” ¢ s, and we shall divide them for con-
venience into threo classes, viz., tho domestic,
tho social and tho practical.

1. As to tho domestic. Itis a fine thing to
sing well, to play well, to draw well, to dress
well, to dance well, or to walk well. But theso
fino things we call accomplishments, not gifts or
endowments. DBut is not an accomplishment an
cndowment completed, made perfect? Is it not
customn only that applies this word to the
development of one faculty more than anotber,
and is not an accomplishment a ¢ gift” in a cer-
tain stato of cultivation ? This will notbe denied
with rogard to the first threo of thoso ¢ fino things”
above mentioned; for musicians and painters
have their genius as well as orators or pocts.
But of tho threo last? WWhat shall wo say of
the gift of walking, or of dancing, or of dress-
ing?  Well, ¢« propius res aspice nostras,’ wo
talk of people being bora with no  eye,” with
no “ ear,” and wo know it would bo wasto of
time to try to make some persons musicians or
artists, and madness to attempt to wake them
poets. True, wedo not generally talk of peoplo
being born without hands or feet, in cxactly tho
same senee, but woaro ready to believe that there
are somewho cannot bo taught to walk, to dance
or to dress with taste and grace. Indeed, very
few can. Habit, of course, and the consciousness
of what ¢ is expected” do o good des! in makiug
the most of what is, but it is casy to tell who has
tho gift and who hes not. Are we, then, ire-
claimable heretics, denounced by the great coun-
cil of common senss, if wo call gifte,—to sing,
to play, to draw, to dress, to dance, to walk,—
well?  Now, in calling theso gifts of the domes-
tic clasy, wo mean, that they are such as wo
would like to seo those who mako our % homes,”
possessed of. Wo do not want them all to be
always in exercise, but we feel better for the
satisfuction of baving them at command. Itis
very pleasant to hear, now and then, a song or
an air on the piano; or to look at a new picturo
drawn by houschold hands. There is no harm,
occasionally, in a quiet dance, out of a ball-reom,
and it is o comfort always to sec ncatness in
dress.  But, bhowever, theso gifts aro not tho
unackuowledged ones, They do not pass unno-
ticed ; they often win compliments and apprecia-
tion, But tho unacknowledged domestic gifts
are the unshowy oncs, that are seldom praised,
hardly ever flattered. They are those which aro
t00 often discovered ounly when they aro missed,
—and when their quict possessors are far away
or in their graves, Yot they are those which
really givo Zome its komeness, and for which no
charms of person, or voice, or manner, could
make s tithe of recompense. Thoy are such as
may once have attracted, blessed, weary feet to
tho peaceful hearth of Dothany—such as gave
birth to awfhl tears, whero Love and Power met
and embraced, in tho precincts of the cavern-
tomb of Lazarus. Andwhatare these ¢ gifta 2
Thoy are ¢ Blessed Presences” more than abstrac-
tions ; but if wo aro to feebly name them—they
are affection and sweetness of tewper, and
patience, and self-donial, and gentlencss and ten-
derncss, and cheerfulness, and all those subtlo
clements that make up the atmosphere of domas-
tic bappiness—-so seldom analysed : aswe donot
think of analysing the fresh -air, till some-waye
of diseaso warns us of tho absence of somo of

itg vital ingredients.  If you, reader, are o hero-
worshipper ora genius-worahipper or & beauty
worshipper, just weigh for o fovr moments tho
benefits that answer your fncense on thoe alfars
of these duties, ngaingt the geninl joy-producing
showers of' blessing, that your neglected housc-
hold gods, (or rather, goddesses) cause daily nnd
hourly to descend upon your life, liko tho ¢ small
rain upon the tender herb.” So much for onv
class of ¢ unacknowledged gifts.” -

2. As to tho social. Part of what has been
said under tho head « domestio,” applies to tho
social, By ¢ social,” we mean not merely * gifis”
of « society,” exclusively so called, but all thoso
cndowments of nature, which aro estcemed moro
than others, in our genceral intercourso with all
those who do not belong to our own fawily. Tho
statcsman, tho orator, tho man of letters, tho
man of science—theso aro tho “ gifted” men of
the world. Somo men have away or o koack
of doing something, which makes them important
in a less eminent degreo; somo havo ¢ tact,”
which is a sort of small diplomacy, and some aro
“ clover’-—that is, they could bo, if thoy, liked,
but vridently do not like, to be distinguished in
any wdy. But all these havo their reward ; for
abroad, as well as at home, tho showy are tho
acknowlodged and the unshowy, the unacknow-
ledged gifts. We do not mean to gay & word
now against this incvitablo sentenco; wo only
assert a fuct, Do wo over talk of tho gift of
honesty, or constancy, or benovolence? Of
course not, nor necd we talk of them ; but we not
even think of them as ¢ gifts,” inestimable gifts,
possessed by few, denicd to many. There aro
individuals and families to whom, wo firmly be-
lieve, theso qualitics arc next to impossible;
who avo incapablo of truth or fricndship, or any
real desire to sco others happy, .And yet such
peoplo may bo tho idols of many worshippers.
Would it be too much to say that tho facully of
fricndship i3 almost a3 raro a8 poctical genlus;
that there aro peoplo who could no more harbour
a disinterested sttachment, thau they could write
# Hamlet” or # Paradiso Lost?”  Perhaps it
would; but we do not think it would be fur
from tho truth. Tho same might bo said of othcr
«unacknowledged gifts” of the social class,
# to0 numerous to mention,” of candour and
gonorosity and simplicity,and all that thorough-
ness and sterlinguess of character——which, with
dignity and courtesy—should always. bo agso-
ciated with tho* grand old name of gontlieman.”
Too often tho plutocrats aud plutolaters, alike,
aro contented to.ignore such # gifts? as these.
But they aro not b bought with gold. Now,
lest we should @ m to indulge, cven for o
moment, in that cacap spite of cursing the pre-
cious metals, we beg to say that wo consider
gold,—or at least the power to win it—and the
discretion to use it aright—as no mean  gifis”
themsclves. In defianco of all the Timons in tho
world, wo have a hearty veneration for old Plu-
tus, and wo arc sure that, when he is well
treated, ho is a very kindly fosterer of what is
best in human naturo. But theso gifts, perhaps,
belong rather to our third class, to which wo
now hasten.

3. As to tho practical. Theso are tho  gifts”
s qvhich wo ignorantly worship? in the merchant,
the soldier, the dircctor of tho banking, rafroad or
insurance company, the engineer, and tho dis-
coverer, but which, in circumstances less auspici-
ous,l;)r conspicuous, wo never drecam of existing
at all.

Perhaps wo have all known in our school-day
(wo mean tho men of us) somo unfortunats fel-
low, to whom the Latin grammar must bo for
over a % gealed book " who had to bo cudgelled
(or caned) over the pons asinorum ; who could
ucver be induced to tako a farther interest in the
verb  tupto” (rixrw) thantoescapoits practical
application in the passivo voice ; and who passed
through school and college, (if ho ever got there)
with % shamo and confusion of face.” No Vulcan
could bring tho coy Minerva out of tho chap's
head. But bad the fellow ao ® gift? do you
think ? Follow him from tho echool within to the
school without doors. Sco what nerve and
musclo he has for o bat oran oar; see whata
hand ho has for & rein or a fishing-rod ; what an
cyo for apy winged or four-footed thing sacred



