
Jesus and Nicodemus

JESIJS AND NICODEMUS January 29. 1905
Johnt 3 :1-15. Commiit ta mieinory vs. 14, 15. Rcaid Joliis 2 :12 ta 3 :21.

GOLDEN TEXT-For Goxi so lovcd the worlrl, tlîat lie gave bis only be otten Son, that whosoever believoith
in him should not pcrish, but have everlastirig lifle.-John 3 : 6.

1 1 Therc was a man of the Phiar'iscs, namcd
Nicode'mus, a ruler of the Jews:

2 'l'lie saine camne 2 to .Je'sus by nighit, and Faid
uxito Mim. Ilab'bi, ive knaw that. thou art a tencixer
corne frein God -for no inanrin (Io timesa 3 miracles
thax. thou docst, exccpt God be %vit1î lum.

3 Je'sus aiiswered and said rxxto him, Verily,
vcrily, 1 say urito thee, Except a man bic born -J again,
lie canet, sec the kingdoxn of God.

4 Nicode'xnus saith unto lîjîri, Ioiw cari ax mari
lic berri wvher lie is old ? can lie enter G the second
time into his mrothcr's wornb. arid be borri ?

5 .Je'sos answcered. Vecrily, vcrily, I s.'%y utitte c,
'xecept a mari be born of %water andi r-oi the Spirit, he

canet enter inte the kinmcdorn of God.
6 That îvhich is boni of the flcsh is flesh ; amid

finit Niîicli is berri of the Spirit is spirit.
7 'Marvel net that I said unto thee, Ye must be

berri4 again.
8 Tue iid blowmetb whlere it listeth, anid tlmou

Revised 'Version-' Now ; 2 uito bim ; 3sigris
9 the teacher ; 10 understaxidest riet ; beiar witxmè'ss
1ý rmiay in int have eternal Iifc.

iearest, the 7 seurid thertef, but 8 carist net tell
whlexmcc it cemetiî, ani wvlither it goeth .se is cvery
ene that is berri ef the Spirit.

9 Nicoeedc'mrs arisvered aund imair urite in, 1ow
cari these things be ?

10 Je'sus answered alnd said urito, Min, Art tlîeu
9 a manster cf is'raei. anîd 10 kriewest net these thirigs ?

Il Verily, verily, 1 say unto thee. WVe speak that
we do kriow, and Il testify that wve have seeri; and
ye receive net or witriess.

12 If I l2 have toid yeu carthiy tiirgs. and ye
bl)eieve net. lîow shall ye believe, if I tell yeu Gl cf
Ieavenly things ?

13 Anid ne mari bath ascended 13 up te heaveri,
but lie Chat 14 camne dowri frem heaven, caca the Son
cf mari which is in heaven.

14 Arid as Me'ses iifted up tise np.rt in the
wildernes-, everise must the Son cf mari b c lifted up :

15 That whesocver believeth 's in ii i slould neot
perish, but have eterrial life.
;4 

anew ; G a; G Omit of ; 7 
voice -,8knowest net;

cf ; 12 Omit bave ;13 irito .14 dcscexmded out u'

THE LESSON EXPLAINED
Timae and Place- April. 27 A.13.; Jerusalein.
Connlectlon-A brie! sojeuri rit Caj>crriaom (eh.

2 .12) ; timex a jîurupy ir> the P:xsýc)ver Feat Pit
Jcrusahcmn (v. 131) t lie cleaxiuîg of time temple (vs.

jesus andx Nicodemus

1.1-17) ;the wvorkirig of msiracles, wliicm caused riariy
te believe («v. 2.3); are fcuiiowed by cur Lord',q inter-
vieiv~ with Nirrîrlemnus.

1. A GREA-r TEACIIER.-1, 2. A man o! the
Pharlsees * a Je ,sb e, strict, zenlous, and
bigoted, huit having mary troc patriots aund noble
mcxn, as Gaxmaliel, Acts 5 :34. Nicodlemus;* a
Jcw with n, Greck mimxe, afterwards the deferider of
Jeius igainst Ilis exieniies, (cli. 7 -50, 5À) ;arid the

cenîpanirir cf Joseph in layirig Bis body in tise sepul-
cire, ch. 19 :39-42. A rier of the Jews ; a mcmn-
lier cf the Sanhedriri, or Great Court cf Severity, tlic
hziglîcat governirig body amnong the Jews. Came to
Jesus ; seekirig instruction frcmi the feuritain-head,
resolveui te judge for himself. By nlght ; riew se
timid, afterwards se courageous. Rabbi ; the
usual courtesy title fer n teacher. Nicodemus sawv
ini Jesus a great Teacher, but net crie differerit in
kind-this wvas bis mistakc-frorn these who had
gene before. Promn God ... these iracles. The
miracles, hie felt, 'vere net mrerely wvorders, but 'werc
tokens cf God's powver iri the Deer.

II. A G3REAT ]REQUIRF.MENT.-3-6. EXcept a
man be born anew (Ilev. Ver.). Nicodemnus
sought iformation ; Jesus said be must have re-
formatiori, lie made anew. Cannot sce the kcing-
domn of God ; cf whicb only the troc clîildreri cf
Gad, wbether Jews or Gentiles are citizeris. How
can a man be boirn. . old? B -e speaks iri blarik
amazemrit. Ne is sorely puzzled. Boni of
,water and of the Spirit. Twa thirigs are rcquired
ini erder te enter irito the kirigdoin cf God:. (1)
pmîttirig away evil,-of this wa-shing wiith water is a
aigri; (2) the love and practice cf good,-for this tire
Spirit's power is needed. To bclorig te the kirigdorn
cf God. it is net erieugl fer the Jews te lic dcscerided
fremn Abraham (born of the flesh) ; they and ail
ethers mnust bic borni of the Spirit--reccive a newv
nature frerin Ged.

7, 8. Ye (evami tht.i Pliarisees) must be bon
again. We comne into the world with crie nature;
wc nieei a ncw nature ta become children cf Ged.
The wlnd .. . the Spirit. What makes the wirid
blew is a mystery, but we sec ifs eflects in tise rustirg
of' the Icaves ; how the Spirit works we canet tell,
but we sec the resuit iri a pure anid good life.

-3.How can these thlngs be ? No question
is tee bard for Jesus. A mas ter (teacber) of Israel,
and knowest flot these thIngs? B e might Ihave

Lesson V.


