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Naplitali were on tht' livathPil frontier, e'c- wlwn Cidpon rontvd tfie Midianites b%
posed t<î debasment and iiîvaion. .lftc-: divinîe aid, ind freî'd the land from theIr
î,'ard di<t nore grievotisfii ait? i. «'id M the oppression <.Tidges 7).
latter tinv (again the l5'vi8e. Version) kath V. 5. The lievisel Version disentangles
he mode il.7loriois." TIcir disgrace was ex- this puzzling verse tlîus : "For ail the
changed for exaltation. armnour of the arnied man ini the tumult, and

V. 2. 77je people finît ,,alked iie darktiem the garments rolied in blood, shall even be
hate 8een a grea light. Phrases are aceumn- for -burning and fuel cf fire." Ail the
laztkd ta express the condition of inipene- weapons of warfare shall be consumed.

trabIe glaamn resting upon the nation. Wlhat War shall ceame. The oppressors shall paile
the greaf light is is presentlv to apper, cli. awa * and peace be established by the
60: 1. Very mimilar wag the condition of M,%eseiali's reign (Luke 2: 14).
the world at the comning of Christ, a condi- V. 6. 1fbt it a child i8 barri. Attention is
tion of ignorance. which ms ili giv'e way te)one now directed ta the pereon of the deliverer.
of spiritual îilmnlination, whlem tie Lighit of This prophecy gave new intereet and hope
the World shah lhave coule. ta the birth o? everY maie chiid in leael

V. 3. Thou hiest inuliplie t he 'nation. I n ever afterwards. The verse proceede to bring
the bestownient of hîglît God wouid botit Hie character into view. H1e will posses
honor the despisedî peopie and fl11 thm with divine attributes and do the work of "a.
joy. H1e will eniarge the remnant of the V. 7. Of the increase of his government and

nation. Thjou hast increaxed their j,»y (Rev. peare there shall be no e7id. Hie peaceful raie
Ver.). Their joy is to be great, like thejoy in shllhe universal. Upori thte throsîe of Datid.
fte harveit. Tihis anticipates the 'angeis The fanaîlv lineage of Meesiah is showmî
message (Luke 2: 10). (Mlicali 5: 2-4). rm hemuforfh erenfoarever.

V. 4. For; introducing tht' cae o? the Hie mway wilI be eternal as well as tniverpal.
exaltation. Thou& hast hron/n'n the yoke ... The zeal of the Lord of home8 u411 perforrn this.
staff. .. rod; ail] mvnbols of bondage. Tie The word heme translated, Ilzeal"1 signifie@
coming of the Memmiah wilI hring emancipa- "1nut only (iod's intense love for Hie people.
tion, nat in the temporal sense, as the Jews but Hie jealousy on their behal?."l Thtis je
iii Hie own day expected ; but in efpiritual the guarantee that God Himeel? gave Hie
release from the thraidom of sin. As in thte people o? the accompliehment o? these ex-
dayt of Midian. Thjis mna refer to the day ceeding great and preciaus promises.

FOR TBAOERS 0F T=E LIrT=L ONUS
The charm of the lesmon je in the announce- herds, and tIse glory that shone about them

ment of v. 6-«'A chl d ix 1,ora"; for tise in the night, and the wonderful words the
birth of a new baby brother or sieter je a angele epake about the babe that had been
perpetual and perennial source of deliglit to born, and the giorlous sang of peace and
the little unes. goodwill that the angele sang.

Tell the etory of how God's peuple had What a wonderul child the deliverer was
sinned and sinned and sinned, in epite of ail ta bel v. 6, of leseon. And eo the hymn
the waruinge tiod, had given thein and ail uîeeiares:
Hie puniehments, as well as ail Hie plead-
inge and thtat nuw they were to be led away "There came a little Chiid to earth
into catiy;but that, by aîîd bv', a cbiid Ad Long ago;

capti~ itd the angels o? God pruclaimed Hie
was to be bora who wanld deliver them biith,-
from their oppreesors and again inake them Higli and low.
free and happy ; and of haw leaiah isj sent Out on the night, so calm and etili,

ta ceerthen wih tmîs romse.Their sang was heard ;
tn ceer hem iththispromse.For thev knew that, the Child on Bethîs-

It will beonly a etep to, the " littie town hemi'a hili
of Bethlehm," o? Luke 2, and to the shep- Was Christ the Lord."

M.


