
despise flot the riches of His goodness.
why i//l ye die ? How can you rejeot
suchl tinfa-thloiiable love ?
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1N(; lavid realized bis own weak-
ne.ss, tic strcngth of his focs, and
bis need of a safo refuge. Looking
ar 011nd, hoe saw enieniies on every
Àide, eager to swaiiowv inii upl; with-

-in, a hieart dccitfui ahove ail tliings,
and dcsp,1erateiy w~icked; backward,

nnniiiibered fiilures and countiess
hiairlhrcadtli escapes; forwvard, gins and
trais, pitfalls and lurking focs waiting

foan unwary stcp, that they miighit cast

_P hlmi down. H-e bad already slippcd
and filtered nîany tnes; lis footing

wvas inse tire, lie vas wcak, weary, dishîeartened, and
longed for sonie sure standing place -a rock on
whbich to plant bis fect---a cleft iii the rock into wvhich
ho nîiigbit enter and be safe.

And, so looking ni) to (;od, lie (-ried "Bie -rîîou my)
strong rock, for an bouse of defenrwe to save nie

15 it flot mAins with tiîee, very oftcîi, oh, child of
Cod ? Looking to thyseif, thon seest on!>' thy deceit-
fi hcart, tiîy mnrtily passions, tlîy inconstant wvill.
Witlhout. are the insidiouis tenipter, and the ahluring
worhi- within is %veakness and indecision--behind, a
pathwîay strewn w'ith the iivreck of unkcpt resolves and
broken ios-coe n untried pIath, where uinhelief
suggests a thousand terrors. Weak, weary, disbcart-
0110(1, you have longed for tic strong rock, wlhere you
nîigbit 'ul.int your feet scurely, for the rock-hewn for-
tress, mbt wbich you ighlt enter, shut tle doors about
you and rcsi, for a liouse of defence, against wvhich
tbe stormn nîight, beat and Uie foonien rage in vain.
'l'le Kinîg of lsraci found such a resting place. I)o
voun fot hîcar linii sing-" 'I'he Lord is niy lighit and
my salvation, whoni suai I fear ?-the Lord is the
sîrength o)f nîv hifié of whonî shall 1 ho afratid." II I
waited paticntiy for the Lord, and lie inclined unto
nie anid heard iny er', i-e brought nie up also ont of
,an horrible j>it, and of the iniry dlay, and set iny foot
uipon a roc-, aind cstablisbced ni>' goings." "The Lord
is nmy rock, and niy fortress, and iny deliverer; niy
(;o(, ni strczîgth, in wboni 1 wvil trust; rny buckler,
and tUe born of niy silvation, and iny high tower."
Whv, then, are you now cast down as thougb there
%vas no more lieîji in 1-uni ? 1las Ho flot -iaid III arn
the 1 »ord, 1 cbange not ?" Is flot your Sav ionr decdared
to hie "the saie, yesterday. to-day, and forever ?"

Arc v'ou hiedged iii hv ditiliculties vii the righit biand
and on Uic let? Listen, -"Is aniv tlîing too liard for
tlîe Lord ?" Is 1le w~ho crcated Uithe eavens and al
the host of« themn, w~ho poured out the seas, and set
hounds to theni that they slîonld not pas who Ipîled

Unto Thee will I cry, O Loi

ungodly. Oh,
Trurra and( live,
the jaleaduinig of

'd, my Rock,-Psalmn xxviii. r.

upl the everlasting hils heigbit above bieight, to bC
baffled by your petty difficulties ? Did Ho flot bring
Israel through the Red Sca upon dry land ?-did hie
flot cause I-is people to drink watcr froi tic flinty
rock ?-- *did Hie tot send themn brcad fromn heaven,
and make the skies dark with feathered fowi, that they
niiighit have meat ?--did He flot open a path for them
throughi the Jordan, that so they iinight enter the goodly
land that He hiad promnised their fathers ? And lias
He changed since those old days, that yotir difficulties
should appal you ?-Has His car grown duli of bear-
ing that Ho sbould flot biear your cry ? Is His arni
shortened that He cannot reach you, and save you
ont of ail youir troubles? Nay, na.y:--H ethat kepleth
you does flot sluniber! Ho that heareth the raven's
cry, and feedetl the hnngry sparrow, cares mucb-
very niuch noi-- for you 1Cast your care upon Hini,
for He iles caý-efor.voie.'

Arc you poor? bear Hlmi say '"I wvill fecd oven
you, () poor of the flck1"lough the Lord of glory
wvas rich with ail the riches of Heaven, yet for younr
sakes I-e became poor, that you through His poverty
rnlight become richi. Can you flot trust such a H-elper?
Are you sick ? Is it flot said of your Lord, '"1-iniself

took our infirmities, and hare our sicknesses ?"ý-and
shall hie fot aid >'ou even in this extrecmity, if you look
to H-ini in faith ? Are you friendless, an orphan, a
widow ? Is hie flot the friend that sticketh dloser than
a brother ?" Is it not God that doth execute J udg-
ment for the fatherless and the widow ? Iisten. "IA
father of the fatbierless, and a Judge of the widows, is
God in His boly habitation !" Can you flot trust
Hinm? Enter into the Rock, and hide thee, until
your calamnities be over past 1"Tlrust in the Lord
and dIo good, so shait thon. dwell in the land, and verily
thou shalt1)0 fed V)"

Thus, oh weary desponding soul, whatever bc the
nature of the case, thou shait frnd thy God to be a
Strong Rock, if thon w'ilt only by faith plant thy feet
upon His iniuitable p)romises, and rest there in child-
like confidence and trust. Thus shalt: thou find I-im
an inijireg nahie fortress, a house of dofence, against
Nvhich the hiosts of hiel, and ail the tempests of earth
shall he i)owerless for harni; a safe hiding place where
thon niayest sit unnîoved, and sing the songs of deliver-
ance and jiraise. 'Irusting Hiii, resting upon His
p)romise, and abiding in His love, tbou shaît find thy-
self secure; "for Ho shall cover thee wvitb lis feathers,
and under His ivings shaît tbou trust :-His truth shalh
ho thy sbield and buckler." IlThough tby sins have
been as scarlet tbey shall be wbite as snow; thougli
they ho red like crimson, tbey shall be as wvool."'
IIThouglh you have lien aniong the p)ots, yet you
shial be as the wings of a dove covered with silver,
and lier feathers as yellowv gold." IlBebold, they that
trust in the Lord shahl be as Mount Ziofi that cannot
ho renioved, but abideth forever." For, "As the
mounitains are round about jerusalemn, so the Lord isi
round about His peOople from henceforth even forever!"

-" Wait, I say, on the Lord V"


