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involving a verv large and bulhy book, an.i a
proportionately heavy expense for printing anl
translating the debates inito French.

lowever, the contract was renewed for 1878.
with nimilar resuits, and Pariaiment, dissatished
with the consequences of its own headl-strong
ignorance, again abandoned Hansard.

The present G ivernment found the fiel clear,
but. in reviving the official reporting, returned to
the old contract systemn, which still prevailsý, and
which becomes the more ant more un-atisfactory
the longer it is tried. Of course, the contractor.
Mr. Richardson, is blaned. as ainost any one in
his position would be; but the blame rests with
the House. anti the lieuse alone. They a:here
to a systen which they knowu to be defective and
incapable of producing satisfactory resuits. Mir.
Richardson receives for the reporting of the de.
bates $6,ooo per session. out of which lie has to
pay at least five reporters, besides a-sistants to
read proofs, etc. One of these reporters must be
competent te report speeches delivered in French,
and te transcribe theim in that language-and the
entire staff is expected out of that $6,ooo te earn
enough te support themselves and their fami lies
for the whole year, other employment, duringr
the recess, being very precarious and uncertain.
Not only that, but the contract is for one year
only, and may be terminated at the close of a
session without notice.

What can Parliament expect fromn such a sys-
tei but unsatLisfactory resuils ? Wiîhout desiring
or intending te ca-t any reflections upon Mr.
Richardson or anyi member of his staff, we ask
how can any contractor on such ternis and under
such circumstances secure a corps of reporters
whose work will bear close inv-stigation ? The
contracter cannot ensure permantit occupati""- i
even though he could offer suîiable salaries. iu
he can do neither, and, unless he is poss---sel of
superhuman virtue, he wili employ the chieapest
men that he can secure, and imake the mst he
can out of a contract o which lie lias no certai"
teiure.

The systemn is wholly unsiuitedl for the work,
and should be ralically changeil. Parliament
must recognize the fact tiat ciiompetent report-rs
are scarce, ani nust be offTrel. not only good!
salaries, but permalinent occ 1 t in t i ibe secre i

Congress. after nany veai, of experieice, cane
to that conclusion. anti appoinfted a corps of first-
class men. eaci of whomn receives $5,qoo. They
are about fhe only officiais who are noi't îlisitrbe
by a :hange of aiiniîîustratiot. They are recog-
nized as experts, whote placos coul not be
readily filled, and the consequence is thit

changes oily o'ccur whein vacancies are createdl
>by thte île;'th or voluitary resignatioin of mnembers

9f the staff. They have ne responilbility for the

proof-reading or publication of their reports, and
ihey are never requireîl, through mi taken

notions of economy on the part of Congress. to

condense. Their wourk is, therefore, entirelv

satisfactory to the Hîouse, as the work of a staff

oirganizd-l and riumiuneriteti on siii la i ncii ples
ai Ottawa voild be to our ONi Pailiametniît,
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ISAAC PITMAN.

A Short Sketch of the Inventor of Phonography.

(See Portrait.)

SAAC PITMAN was born at Drawbridge,
i Wiltshire, England, on the 4th of Janu-

ary, 1813. He is the second son of a
family of eleven clildrei-seven sons

and four daughters. He receivel the usual
rudiments cf an Englisli education in the
public school of his native town. When he
reached the age of twelve years, he took a
position as under-clerk in a cloth-mill, of
which his father was manager. During his
boyish days he was passionately fond of books
and music. His father became a subscriber to
a circulating library, and Isaac availed himself
of the privilege and read extensively. This
course of reading gave him a strong desire to
do something in literature, but he does not ap-
pear to have. been very ambitious. Owing to
the disadvantages of his early education, and
the unphonetic spelling of the Enghlish language,
he was ignorant of the true pronuanciation of a
great many words. In order to remedy this de-
fect, he read Walker's Dictionary through and
copied out the words he was accustomed men-
tally te mispronounce. By this plan he made a
list of two or three thousand words ho had been
in the habit of nispronouncing. This showed
that thoroughness of purpose and indoritab'e
persererance which are observab'o in all he
undertakes. The stu ly of the dictionary was
the first step towards the proluction of his sys- 1
tem of phonotic shorthand. Little did lie thinlk
of the great resuits that wonld arise from his
study of Walker-that froi it would spring a
system of shorthand that should have a'world-
wide reputation. At the age of seventeen he
was incited to the study of shorthand, ly road-
ing a work by Mr. tiawtress, in an imnproved
edition of Byroun's systemî, transferred by Hard-
ing to lis elition of Taylor's systen. ,He con-
tinued te write Taylor's systen, (as improved
by Harding,) for about seven years, and after
four years' iard practice was able to write one
hundred words a minute. About this time he
set te work te compi'e his picsent systemu of
phonography, which ldoubtless caused himll mnany,
mrany houra of arduous labor.

Mr. Pitman is a strict disciplinarian. No
talking is allowed in his ollice, except what is
necessary ; and the silence is unbroken except
by the click of the type and the working of the
presses. He is tall, spare and nîuscular, with
bright eyes, keeri face and rapid motions. He
both retires and riscs carly, in sumumer and in
winter, and generally can be seen seated at his
desk at six in the nmorning. He is completely
wrapped up in his work, and devotes all his
time and money te its advancement.

Mr. Pitman is worthy of very hearty eulogy,
The world owes himi a debt of gratitude se great
that if its immediate payment vereinsîsted on
nearly every living shorthand writer would be
thrown into hopeless bankruptcy,and merchants,


