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involving a verv large and bulcy book. amla
proportionately heavy expense for printing aund
translating the debates into French.

IHowever, the contract was renewed for 18738,
with similar results, and Parliament, dissatished
with the consequences of its own head-strong
ignorance, again abandoned Hansard.

The present Gavernment found the field clear,
but, in reviving the official reporting, returned to
the old contract system, which still prevails, and
which becomes the more and more unsatisfactory
the longer it is tried. Of course, the contractor.
Mr. Richardson, is blamed, as almost any one in
his position would be; but the blame rests with
the House. and the House alone, They adthere
to a system which they know to be defective and
incapable of procducing satisfactory results.  Mr.
Richardson receives for the reporting of the de.
bates $6.000 per session, out of which he has to
pay at least five reporters, besides assistants to
read proofs, etc.  One of these reporters must be
competent to report speeches delivered in French,
and to transcribe them in that language—and the
entire staff is expected out of that $6,000 to earn
enough to support themselves and their families
for the whole year, other employment, during
the recess, being very precarious and uncertain.
Not only that, but the contract is for one year
only, and may be terminated at the close of a
sessicn without notice.

What can Parliament expect from such a sys-
tem but unsatisfactory resuhts 2 Without desiring
or intending to cast any reflections upon Mr.
Richardson or any member of his staff, we ask
how can any contractor on such terms and under
i such circumstances secure a corps of reporters
whose work will bear close invustigation?  The
contractor cannot ensure permanent occupation.
even though he could offer suitable salaries.  But
he can do neither, and, unless he is possessed of
superhuman virtue, he will emplay the cheapest
men that he can secure, and make the most he
can out of a contract ot which he has no certain
terure.

The system is wholly unsuited fur the work,
and should be radically changed. Parliament
must recognize the fact that competent reporters
are scarce, and mast be offcredd. not only gomd
salaries, but permanent vecupation, to be secured.
C-mgres.s. after many vears of experiencc. che
to that conclusion, and appomted a corps of first-
class men. each of whom receives $5.000. They
are ahout the only officials who are not disturbed
by a shange of administration.  They are recog-
mized as experts, whose places could not be
readily filled, and the consequence is  that
i changes only occur when vacancies are created
i by the death or voluntary resignation of members
! of the stafi. They have no responsibility for the
. proof-reading or puliication of their reports, and
i lhey are never required, ‘.hruugl‘n mistaken
notions of econnmy on the part of Congress, to
' condense. Their work is, therefore, entirelv
i satisfactory to the House, as the work of a staff
" organized and remuncrated on similar principles
_at Ottawa would be Lo our own Pailiament,

ISAAC PITMAN.
A Short Sketch of the Inventor of Phonography.

(Sce Portrait.)

Sy
"SAAC PITMAN was born at Drawbridge,
'2 Wiltshire, Iingland, on the 4th of Janu-
ary, 1813. He is the second son of a
¥ ﬂ,J family of eleven children—seven sons
and four daughters. He receivel the usual
rudiments of an English eduecation in the
public school of his native town. When he
reached the age of twelve years, he took a
position as under-clerk in a cloth-mill, of
which his father was manager. During his
boyish days he was passionately fond of books
and music. His father became a subseriber to
a cireulating library, and Isaac availed himself
of the privilege and read extensively. This
course of reading gave him a strong desire to
do something in literature, but he does notf ap-
pear to have been very ambitions, Owing to
the disadvantages of his early education, and
the unphonetic spelling of the English language,
he was ignorant of the true pronunciation of a
great many words. In order to remedy this de-
fect, he read Walker’s Dictionary through and
copied out the words he was accustomed men-
tally to mispronounce. By this plan he made a
list of two or three thousand words he had been
in the habit of mispronouncing, This shawed
that thoroughness of purpose and indomitab'e
perseverance which are observab’e in all he
undertakes. The siuly of the dietionary was
the first step towards the production of his sys-
tem of phonetic shorthand. Little did he think
of the great resuits that wounld arise from his
study of Walker—that from it would spring n
system of shorthand that should have a world-
wide reputation, At the age of seventeen he
was incited to the study of shorthand, hy read-
ing n work by Mr. Gawtress, in an improved
edition of Byrow’s system, transferred by Hard-
ing to his cdition of Taylor's system. He con-
tinued to write Taylot's system, {(as improved
by Harding,) for about seven years, and after
four years' hard practice was able to write one
hundred words a wminute. About this time he
set to work to eompile his present system of
phonography, which doubtless eansed him many,
many hours of arduous labor.

Mr. Pitman is n strict disciplinarian. No
talking is allowed in his olfice, except what is
necessary ; and the silence is unbroken except
by the efick of the type and the working of the
presses. He is tall, spare and mmscular, with
bright eyes, keen face and rapid motions. He
both retires and rises carly, in summer and in
winter, and generally ean be seen seated at his
desk at six in the morning. He is completely
wrapped up in his work, and devotes all his
time and money to its advancement.

Mr. Pitman is worthy of very hearty eulogy.
The world owes him a debt of gratitude so great
that if its immediate payment wereinsisted on
nearly every living shorthand writer would be
thrown into hopeless bankruptey, and nierchants,
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