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By Julian Durhram.

Jo! J Adoiphus MOaatgollnery

Vame, armai, or ratîmer uvas,
ilac urîfortimnate possess-

.4 or o! an abscluteiycrazy Aut
WViti bier began amrd erided

al] iiyhope ofitiluene i tîmis 11vorld, and te lier
alne1 wetîme bitterest disappoimtrmnrt uvîich

lias croNwumed niv lie. \Vas hIe ny cvil gomilis, or
oarby tue îarddest rebar.ee îvitbi wbiic a manr vas
ever curscd 1 Ali veli ! Pence te lier bores i Sime
cari do ume ne furtmer irijury noNv. Her sardonic
aibie, lier srarbiig baugli cati iaunt nie no longer,
for bime and 1 pbay'cd at a galne o! chmance long
years age anal 1-lost. Tiiere h. mii crmded, anmd
tue ilaIrgificerit aspirations o! my stupeardous
mind, tîme anticipatery debiglits o! faute amnd for-
tune wviicîr ocrclod rire ivith tîmeir roscate biues,
aIl were îvrecked in au instanrt, liattered and
sunak iar thinia Istrim of on agcd rebati,.es. f0113.

Deal-, dear, me! As 1 courit tire sonnons uiiicli
have ceaime and geone since tbat culd Nuenaber
aftemnoom, wvien 1 stood at iy Aumts bed4idt: for
tue iast. tinrte, anid îatched tic grcy bine o! deatîr
stel slowiy over lier fearturos,, 1 realizo. tîmat 1 aru
forty-rnnre ; but 1 do net look it. ohi mac: Titanks
tu a fev touchlas (very siglit touc-e) of noriun
art, I cati pirss any day for tîveaty-nine, anid
tiien, tee, 1 cormfort nyscif witlr tlac truisrn tirrt
untril a mari i-aches tîo ligo of fity, lie is distinct-
iy on time tue upward slepe of liEc, and nuL only
looks, but is in reaiity, just as youig, as hoe feels.

Now as it bappears 1 ri-- amn raUa.-r a good-
lookiamg !ciiov, orriy son. to-.% amy Aunt ne'.cr
conid sec iL; but dieu site ivas a very disag-c-
able sort o! perseri, in fac. cane o! tinoso pecrîliar
indi ;iduais vhmo are cabculnted tu lispire oe
natnrally witbi a sbrdderirg a rer.She ivas
queer, very qucer, anid tic worst part o! it ivas
tuait sie invaraably made otbîcr peuple suifer by
bier occentricities.

-cinrs 1 1 uvas de2tined te bo lier favo-rite victiru,
aard rt tue tintre of vhicli I am %vritinrg, beirug only
about tweartv-tvo, wmas just nt timat particubar ligo
-%iien a man feels srmpremneiy sensitive te ridicule,
and inost reasona'oly objects te spenditng nucir
o! iris tîme in time society of air aged spinster
"crauk"; but my cracked relative, it munst be me-
nmembred, %vars encrrmouqly "ricin. aird I, presura-
ably hier lieir; hercin lai' tire secret of my inerek
subarission te lier exar(timg tyranary.

One da1Y aine iarvited mmmc (I siaouid rathmer say
comrnalrded '-ne), te visit lier for a few wcek-s, and
rack auy bramas as 1 would I couVij find ne r-caser-
alie excuse for declinin, lier mui tation. Al mary
college duties were over for tîne kuminer, and dur-
ing tire next two nuontrm threre vua no one %vho
liard amy dlaim wvirtsoever upon my society, se a-
coi-dingly I arr-ived one balmy July a!terrioon at
HaIstcad Halli, dlutifully pecked art my Aunt's
îvitlrered chieck, and suvallowed a cup o! beastly
coid tom witiiont ammy sugar iar it <I always take
four lumps), feli ovor time poodle, trod on the tail
o! Aurit Jemitn.-ts goivri, anid %vouand up by wink-
ing ait tIre pretty nrrid wimo took my valise frorn
me lin tihe passage,; but being snrprised in tiais
hast act by my relative, who fixed lier coid gi-cen
oye n pon nie in st.ern disapprovai, 1 lied ue.stairs
te niy reru, and tool:. refuge in tire strictest soli-
tude.

i.id I ray solitude 1 Ah, ne, 1 'i-as in pm'ri rpa
intemcesting but very stufl'y (or qheuld I say iàtuffed)
societ.y. Aninmal te tire righit of me, aninmais te
théo lcft of lit' Ye godmanmd Jitle fiashmesi It ,s
perfert, mncnagerie. Nly Aunt Ire it kucîvar imd a
mania for naturai )àist.ozý', and liad fibled lier
bouse with s9pedimnens o! r-are anrd curieus birds
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aird beamts; souteo wcre stufflW, somo ne akole-
toits, but ail %vero 80 lifoliko lu thoir attitudes,
tit I received niamy an unpleiLgaamt shock frot
tîm. In the hall ivas a iitpogrifiu (I do amet
cxactly know wiaat a Hipogriffe kt, but mary Aurrt
seîned to tlink a great deal e! titis prirticubar
skelctori), and I distinctiy reine"ber upon orie
inieinor-ablo occasion putting a pipo betwéen its
decayed teeth, and a tam.eo'.sbiarrtýer upon its
niedizevai bron' ; really iL looked quite rakisli wivacî
tlaus adomned ; but Iconldnrot briaa Auart Jennmina
to a proper senaro of tîmo ludicrous, %vbere this pet of
biersw~as cou.'ernied, and coaîsequently 1t fi-dl into
dire disgrace for trifluîag witl tIre .ppeararrce of
tlîe precieus Ilipogriffe. pcla okîgsei

Thoro wvero sorne very eui,'okngsei
mens in this nuscunr, îîay o! Llmem re-ai froaks
of nature. One alligator looked as if it liad sprained
its amikles, wiailst a rat.tlesnake liad becir se un-
ovenly stuted-( that it presenttd aL very curious
snarled appearanco. I fancy tîat. I noîv know
exactiy bmon Noali rmust )lave foît. iii tho Ark. I
wonder if bie kriows laowv deop is rny sympaitly for
biini. I reaily have the fellow.feeliaig for thait in
wvlich niakes us "«woiiderous kind."

Tire days passed, anid sorneiuow I inanraged in tIre
iaieat nmraculous way te steer cicar u! aIl dangers.
1 admirrcd tie riew acquisitions anuungst the pets,
and even workcd up a fine show o! nterest iu
Liobo the mnrkey (a Iii onee), whuiclr .imared. tire
post of primae fa% oritei wvitl a large green anrd grey
parror. but sucla is tire pe.rvcrsrty of liuinan
nature, tmat af ter twu %% eeks o! peaceful hiarniomry,
tire spirit ef miýsehicf an %vitlin une, arnd (pl
dear! it makes tire tearzi flai dovn mry chleeks

witia larugliter ci-en xrew, ris I think o! ail that
happetied.

One afternooi any Aunt announced lier inten-
tion o! going for aL drive, a id asked mru te accora-
pliny ber.

" .Dear Aunt," I repiied, 1I fear I inust don),
mysel! tire pleasure, havirig sorne most irmportant
Icuoers to, write." Titis I said witii sucai an air of
-hcrful candor, that. tire poor old soul swalloîved
it iviolesaie, anid drove off te, flue neighiboriîrg
town, lcaxing mue frc te foiiow mi' oîvn devices.

Strolling around tluc gardon, and erjoying (as
orriy a iazy man cati), the bouse o! utter idlens,
toge,,titer with a cigarette, my eycs suddoeniy fell
on Gobe, wiîo wau se tanie tînat lie was aloîvwcd te
roami about tiegroundR u-.chainoýd. Iiian instant
an idea came te, me, and uvithout %çaiting te con-
sider tire corîsequences of my reckîess escapade, I
caught hold of Mastcr Ciobo and carile lirn
quietly up te xny Aunt's houcKr. Tho room ias
ernpty, aird no maid being anywhere in rtighit% mmîy
operatious begari. Firat o! ail 1 fnstened arouari
t rnonkey's îvaist a gi-cen mimd iPoii cirecked

skirt.. over titis I pinned IL plaid rnnwhnicîa my
Aunt %vas purticuîariy fend of, about tire animais
shouiders; thon. hriving ransacked anuothimr cup-
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board, and found a bonntet, a gorgeons erection of
fruit andi flowers whlîi on Gobo's bonad provcd a
veriablo crown to iny labors, I took the bal!
terrified anrimal ini îy arnis and dccencied to, tire
drawing-room, thero placing hiri in AunitJcmitut's
special easy chair.

Tho cffect %vas s-iperb-a% fow finishing touches
and it woul(l be sublime. Snatching up bier
tipectaceles I placed themu upon ]liq nose, pushied a
foot-stool under the
ecige of the flowving z

shirt, and ieu stop,
pVrd back IL foe% paces
to admire nry chef f
dou vre.

Clan g!clang! went ,
the bell. F4oot.steps

Hlorrors of horrors!I~ .~ * ~
It %vas my Aunt who t
lind returrred fully
arr hour before bier
usual timte, and nio%
stood like lui avcaiging fury brandishing lier
parasol at uîy devoted hecad.

"«Deir Ant," 1 gasped, and thon the ludicrous
bide of the situation strack tue so forcibly that I
t.hrov anyself into the nearest chair, and faugied
tili I cuk laughi ilu longer. The likeness betweon
Gulho iii bis prescrit attire, and Aunt Jeanima was
inimitable.

Abandored young- man ! 'My precious Gobo,"
screamed the cnraged old lady, " lave !fi3 presearcc
sir, how tiaro you to play sucb prarrks as tire 'e 1"

I fled froin tlie room as if pursued by ail tire
fiendti of Hades, aird fiished up mIf iliarious out-
burst in the back kitchen garden, 'veeI passed
the remainder of tho day serencly arnidst tire gnose-
berry bules.

Titis wvas rezilly the last trne that I ever îvillirig
ly played off a practicai jcke on any inember of
the renagerie, for it certainly îN'as flot my fault
tmat un arrsing une morning frein xny bed, I dis-
covcred tirerein tIre mangled romains of a tante
iiz,.rd, a~n t he top of wviicr I liad cal mly slumbered
all niglit. If the lizare- chose to iîisist on sloop.
inmg 'viti me in aL bed waicli Nvas only guarantced
tu lrold orip, %çcii-it vas luis own look-out if lie
got the verst of it, and paid f.r bris temeritv wvith
bis life.

A subdued but perpetual %varfarc wvas constant-
ly raging bet.wixt me and tire parrot, a hasty tom-
pered sort of fowl, witi a. large stock of sarcassie
speeches alvays on band. Occarionally witen the
bird used a big, big d- (by te way, wvhy do
parrots invariiabl 3 swear like troopers 1 ) thre grim
borror deprcted on my Auat's face wouid p lunge
me intù sucîr convulsions of sulent mirth, that
once or twice I noir- iy strangled myseif iii my
wild endeavors tc, preserve an imnconcorned de-
incanor; but save on tîrese rare occasions îvhcn
tic parrot caused me this nriid diversion, I simply
hated, bonthed, nay absolutely abomuinatcd that
lrendisli bird.

It peched at my fingers, muade derisive renmrrks
te nie, and scr*tnrmedt witlr rage wvbencver I ap-
peared upon tIre sceno, but perîraps this ivas be-
cause I gave il. a rasin full of cayenre pepper, for
it is strango liov very vindictive parrots cati bc.
Sometinues rry Aurit wouid smile a sort of smilo
îvhicb reminded me of funerais witlr a dash of
vinegar, lier face îvearing tiie expression of one
who is passing through a field of rotting cabbage,
and in snriýrrn tones si', would n.ay: "Adoiphus,

bcg 3 ou ivili respect tIre aged bird." Once I for-
geL tirait was <rpropmi of tire pan-rot, and not, of
lierse1! site made titis remark, and inail innocence
repiied: -"Yos dear Aunt, I sirail aiways respect
yeni in everything," and strange te say sie was9
offcnded somehow nit this, most. unrmonaiuly se, I
tlr<uglit.

Tbey tell rme 1 wvas a sad ciog in those damys, a
vcry sad dog7-perliaps I Nvas,ý but I an oven a
saddcr and'a Nwiser one to.day, for rrow I poitivc-


