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Bced in e, century. But lie told them to
repent and be baptized (they hiad not
the privilege of reccivingr Christian bap-
tisin in infancy>, that the'y nulight reccive
the Holy Ghiost. Tley obeyed, and they
knewv by experience -%'hatt it w'as. If 'I
were standing under a peach-tree %vith
a friend w'hio liad neyer tasted a peaclh,
1 don't thinkc I wvouId spend niuch tirne
in trying t,- expiain the flavor of the
peach. 1 would say, " Reachi up and
taize one." So I wvou1d sas' to ail, taste
the peach for yoursell'. Obey Christ.
Receive the Spirit. Le wvi11 settie ail
None cise can. I have çomie to this, to
be filled and kept liy t'ie Spirit is houi-
ness-Ùîe highest life. " I live, yeb not
1," Paul says, "But Christ liveth inmn ,
To get to and abide in this state we must
feel profoundly that ib is the only by the
operation and abiding presence of the
HoIy Spirit thiat it is to be realized.
PoitrA~iu.CrsinGa'in

FIERY TRIALS.

Ib bas corne to pass in certain quarters
that an experience of flery trials in an
indtvidual'.- Christian course is looked
upon as indicative of a f aulty experience,
and a testiirîony concerning such trials
seerns to be and is treated as out of place
in the narration of God's dealings wvith
that individual. A simple narrative of
such trials, whichl oughbi to stinînlate
Christian love for the tried one and ex-
cite sympathy and interest, in too many
instances would be net with à bonibastic
counter-experience, or a tlorid exhorta-
tion to cret ncarer to God; yet if the
holy Scriptures teaeh anytminc, they
empbauically tcach of fiery trials as an
ingiedient of Christian experl.ence.

TPle fiery trials of the faithful are not
to .be contounded wvith the groadings. of
conscience, the sense of unrest xvhichi
arises Irom transgressions, or careless-l
ncss in Chîristian wvai1. Nor are they
to be confoundcd wvith the providential
chastisernents wbich tbe hieaveniy Father
may bring upon us as a corrective, and
a renjiliec of such transgressions. Nor
are thiese fiery trials the bitterness of
that confliet between flesh and spirit
wh.ich surges inits course in the nature

of the one wvho bias not attained to that
v'ictory over the alesl wvhich a truly
sanctitîed relation to God im-plies9. Ib is
flanc of these. It i the presonti portion
oî those to whoni 1-God is ail and in ail."

There are trials of our purpose toward
God, of our love for lini, of our trust in
H in, so keen, so spiritual, that, conpared
with the victory to be obtaincd iii such
corifiet, tbe whoie Nyorid is as nothing.
As wve cati illtistrate mental proces.s and
spiritual exercises better than describe
theni, sucbi triais are calcd flery ones;
for as Lhe sensibilities of the physical
natture are more intetisely acte'd upon by
tiîre, and the acutest sutlering known to
th(, tlesh corne by that means, SQ Mbc
hligcit of spiritual sutferingrs possible to
mnen hiere, coules in these spiritual, theso
fiery triais. The siiflèsingrs of our
Saviouir in His teinptation were not in
havingy te renounce the wvorld, as much
as in thc painful impact of the spirit 0f
evii wvithi His pure spirit. As we partake
orL the heavenly, es it ivas in Christ
Jesus, s0 siiall we Fe fitted h1ý ddE-rik of
His cup and be baptized wvitn HIis «fiery
baptisimn, and in this proportion only
shaîf wc be calicd into this fcillowshlip.

Fiçi-y trials, then, are not an indication
of God's dispicasure, Liit contrarivîse.
If there were more aînong us worthy to
be ti.d, or if our grace xvas of that
quantity or quality that its severer trial
wouid be to God's giory, tbc Church as
such, and we as individuals, would know.
more of this experience.

Paul understood the imnport of bis own
prayer whien he asked a fellowship in
Ohrist's suflèrings, a conforrnability to,
Ris death; for though eternal life, with
ail its future blessedness, i flc (rift of
Go-1, yet tbe îneasuie of its manifesta-
Lion and blcssedness in tbc individual
will depend nîuchl upon the measuire of
our fiery triais bere.

Is it not a fact that one great and im-
portant cause of tbc dearth. of the Spirit,
w'ith the individuai believer and with
tbc Churcji coilectively, is the laclc of
discernipgy tbe truth that sufièringr i an
essential elem nt of Christian experience,
and of their unwillingness to partake of
tbc stifferingy of their Lord?

Hi.story confiris the fact that the life
of God,1 the power of the Spirit, were


