
TH1E EXPOSITOR 0F HO'.l!NESS

shadow, or, wbien the similitude, as in
the case of~ the brazen serpent, begins to
take to itself a kind of sacredness, then
lb is tiinie that sucb images should be
broughit dowii from their podestals and
stamped into pieces, -nd Nehuslitan
inscribed ovex' their tombs.

Now let the mind be thorougbly
cleansed of these traditional idols, and
how simple wvitl becoine the answer to
our head question, for then it wvill be
found that spirituality issimply another
naine for obedience to the lioly Spirit.
The man is spiritual when he obeys the
Spirit, just as a man is loyal who obeys
the Queen as rcpresented in the laws of
the realm. It is the aet of obedience to
the Spirit that constitutes the believer
spiritual, and that spirituality ceases the
moment hie ceases te, obey lm.

ilence is seen how% the word bas3 itb
well deflned place in Christianity, and
when this is clearly kept in mmnd ail the
imagery which eastern writers natur-
ally employved wlhen writing concerning
it but enhances its beauty without
obscuring its transparent simiplicityr.

But the writers of the iýewv Testa-
ment did not always deal in figurative
langruagre when discoursingi concerning
this thing; for examiple, "WTalk iu the
Spirit, and ye shalI not ful6il the lu-,t of
t~he fiesb." Walk, that is, as given in
the next verse but one, be led of the
Spirit and we cease to be carnai, i.e.,
we become spiritual whilst so, walking
or being led. - The religiousness of thee
law is fulfflled lu us who, walk.. af ter
the Spirit," that is, as above shown, led
of thc Spirit. " They that are aiter (led
of) the S pirit (do iiiid> the things of
the Spirit, that is, they are not camaIl,
or, if any prefer the statement, carnality
in thein is destroyed; for lb is added in
the next verse " to be spiritually
ininded, Le., led of the Spirit, is life and
peace." '< But ye are ri't, in the fiesh,"
i e., carnai, '- but in the Spirit," i.e., led
ofe the Spirit, as shown aboe 'fif so be
the Spirit of God dwell in you," that, is,
in this last sentence the indwelling of
tbe Spirit is the saine thing as being led
ofE the Spirit.

Thus is plainly shown our contention
that in the New Testament Seriptures,
spirituality is in niowise surrournded

with the miysticisin with which lb is
surrounided in muchi of the modern
writings concerning this subject. Here
lb is s0 clearly deftned that the beliçver
need have no battle over modesty in de-
ciding bis character in this respect, for
if now obedient to the floly Spirit lie
is spiritual, and if not, not ; and there is
no such a thing as being Qpiritual or
more spiritual only in the sense of being
more or Iess obedient.

But lb, is clear enoughi te every one
that when a man is not obedient hie is
disobedient, and se it ought to be as
clear that whien one is not obedient to
the Spirit lie is certainly camnai.

Hlowever, the question is in order here,
"Cannot a man be spiritual when lie is

not consciously walking in the Spirit,
but is consciously obeying the precepts
of the Bible or of Christ ?

We give lb as our opinion that whien
in this ohedience lie does not discrimi-
neute against the, Spirit, that this actb of
obedience to Christ and the words of
bhe Bible includes, or may inchude,
obedience to the Spirit, who 15 one with
both Father and Son and xvitlî the
-%ritten Word. But the moment there
is the sli.ghtest discrimination against
the Holy Spirit thon this act of obedience,
however ostentablous or sincere in the
performance, is disloyalty to the Holy
Spirit, and nmust in the nature of the case
constitute, hlmi unspiritu~al, that is, carnai.

As well caîl hlmi loyal to tbe Queen of
England wvho, ait]ougl1 obeyingy bbe
laws of tbc land, refuses to take, bbc oath
of allegiance or join heartily in sing-
ingr the national anthein.

Paul did not besitate to pronounce the
Corinthian believers camnai, who pro-
claimed bhemselves to be 11,of Christ.,"
and hence wve hesitate not to say that
however loyal one may be t,ý the naine
of Christ, if tbere is in hlmi any dislike
to the distinctive work of the Spirit, his
dlai to be spiritual cannot be allowed,
according to bbc plain1 teaching of New
Testament Seriptures. But on the other
biaud, lie who consciously is loyal to
the Spirit, noV simply as a creed, but
carries out this bis profession in real
liec, and obeys Hum as the living Ia.w of
life,1 ie, is not camnai but is spiritual
from. the very necessities of the case.


