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Surplu-  er Two Million Dolfars.

¢ All this has encailed very heavy expenditures.
But not withstanding this, and the fact that over
4,000,000 have heen paid in benefits to the members
of the Order and to the widows and orphans of
deceased Foresters, there was ausurplus on the Ist of
December, 18006, of $2,001,640 remaining from the
small monthly contributions paid by the members,
and the little band of 369 had increased on the 1st
of November Iast to 100,015, Heexplained thatany
member of the Order was entitled practically to
free mediceal at-
tendance by the
court  physicians,
who, as o rule,
were the  ablest
men in their pro-
fession,  As some
indication of the
manner in w.owch
these  gentlemen
perfrmed  their
work in  connee.
tion with the In-
Aependent Ovder
of Ioresters, he
pointed out that
in 1880, the year
before the Order
came underitspre-
sent management,
the death-vate
among the mem-
bership was 10.0.5.

Phenomenally
Low Ratc.

¢In 1891 it had
hsen reduced to
».40, and since
then the mortality
rate was as fol-
lows: In 1892,
6.25; in 1893,
8.473 in 1894,
5.47; in 18935,
5.67.  The rate
for the first ten
months of 1896
was equivalent to
an annual rate of
5.30.

“Te said the
I.O.F. gave sick
bencfits during
twenty-fourweeks
of any onc illness, © g
heing atthe rate of
83 per week for the
first twowecks, &5
per week for the next ten weeks, and 83 per week
for the last twelve weeks.  The Orvder also paid a
funeral benefit of 850 on the death of a member
enrolled in the sick and burial benefit department.
But the chicf benelit of the Order was its insurance
benefits, which were from 500 to 5,000,

“"The Chief then read a letter received that day
from some anonymous writer, asking a nunber of
questions.  One was to explain why it was that,
notwithstanding the immense influx of new mem-
bers cduring the last few years, there was still an
increasein the death-rate in the I.O.¥. The Doctor

-cahystekha, I'.D., S.C.R.

observed that he had already answered that ques-
tion, to the effect that the death-rate had not in-
creased, but had, contrary to” all predictions, been
decreasing since 1891,

Comparative Statements Show the Super-
iority of the L.O.F.

“In regard to the alleged fast increase in the
expenditures of the I.O.F., he said it was true
that yeurs ago the management expenses were
ouly a few thousands a year, while for 1895 they
had risen to $193,000, with which 25,700 new
members had been
sccured during
that year. Ho
said the only pre-
per comparison to
make was with
some old-line in-
surnee company,
and he would take
one of the best.
managed(Canadian
companies,  viz.,
the North Ameri-
can Life, as the
company with
which to compare
the 1.O.F. expen-
ses. This company
commenced  busi-
ness in 1881, the

car in which the

. 0. F. was reor-
ganized, and,
therefore, the two
were fairly com-
parable. In 1895
{his company ex-
pended for man-
agement expenses
about $§16 ,000,
and they sccured
2,200 new mem-
bers, who carried
3,000,600 of in-
surance.  During
the same year the
I. 0. . expendi-
tures for manage-
ment expensces
were  §193,000,
and we secured
25,700 new mem-
bers, carrying
§31,000,000 of in-
surance.  That is
to say, the L.O.F.,
with an expendi-
ture of $193,000,
as against §150,-
000 to S160,000, secured about ten times as many
wembers, carrying about ten times as much insur-
ance, as did its wide awake competitor.”

¥rom the statistics thus given by the Supreme
Chief Ranger we can form some idea of the vast-
ness of the operations of the I.O.F.

Vast Domain of the 1.0.F.

The Supreme Court, over which Dr. Oronhyatekha
presides, has at the present time jurisdiction in 39
provinces, states, territories, and countries, cmbrac-
ing Canada, from Prince Edward Island to British




