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SYSTEMATIC BENEFICENCE.

i Rev. E. A, McCurdy submitted the Re-
gunt, which was as follows :—

In submitting their Soventh Annual Re-
B crt the Commitice on Systematic Benefi-
wnce think that in view of the appronching
Wtion, it may not be amiss for them
Diefly to review the progress of the cause
Bvlich the Synod cight years ago entrusied
B their oversight and care, It is with
wtitnde to God, the author of the grace of
iemlity as well as of all other graces, that

¢y again record the fact that this progress
8 been most cheering.  Indeed, it has
BB~ s marked that the attention of the
Bk Church has been arrested, aund

mmittee mean to assume that all syste-
ie giving in our Church has been a
fing of recent origin,  No doubt there al-
ys have been quite a number of the
kembers of our Church who were in the
&'t of making their contributions to the
Ril's cause gratefully, joyfully, and
B:cuntically,. The measure of success
i which the efforts of the Chureh both
tome and abroad have been crowned,
pply confirms this statement.  Still the
B0l was not satisfied with the degree of
Beality which had been attained, and ac-
blingly under a deep sense of the im-
Brance of the subject, a recommendation
issued to all who were under its autho-
M 10 adopt the practice of weekly storing,
& Sabbath offering ; and your Committee
R instructed to employ active measures
induee the Church as generally and as
kdily as possible to accept and carry out
neommendition.  They obeyed their
BE-ucnons. By several series of articles
12 [ccord and other papers, by circulars
s to the congregations and sessions,
g sove to explain and enforce the pre-
R “ Lpon the first day of the week let
one of you lay by him in store as
B hath prospered him.”

FRUITS.

B¢ response from many of our congre-
Bos hos been most gratifying. The
ods employed for securing funds have
[ liroe number of cases been revolu-
fRd with the happiest results. Seven
370 there were only two or three of
gy onzregations which weve dependent

heir weekly offering for either con-
onal or general church funds. At
seut time there are nearly forty which
 that position.

STATISTICS.

tribute
and the rest of them have contributed to all
but one.

that the Committee do not assume that the
whole advance is traceable to this cause,
the facts which our statistical tables furrish
are quite suggestive. In an intcresting
statement given to the public a few months
ago by one of the members of your Com-
mittee, it was affirmed that since the ap-
pointment of the Committee, ¢ tho average
contributions of the Church have risen from
58.49 per family to S11.81 per family, or
39 per cent.; while the average salary has
risen from $480 to 8720, or 50 per cent.
In comparing the statistical tables of 1869
with those of 1874, we find that in Halifax
city whera all our congregations have
adopted the system, contributions have
risen from $27.11 to $56.35 per family, or
more than 100 per cent.

Turning to the abstract of the tables for
the respective years, we find that in the
Presbyteries of Halifax, Lunenburg, Pic-
tou and Truro—the four that have most
generally adopted the system—there has
been an advance from $10.26 to $15.41 per
family, or 50 per cent.

If in those four Presbyteries-we take the
whole number of congregations marcked on
the Tables as carrying out the practice of
“ bringing,” and compare their contribu-
tions with those of the congregations still
adhering to the old system we find 82015
by weekly offerings against S11.14 per-
family by voluntary subscriptions.

MORE FACTS.

But your Committee would put the mat-
ter in another form. Since 1868 the con-
tributions of the Church for Foreign Mis-
sions have doubled, there has been an ad-
vance of 25 per cent. for Home Missions,
more than 100 per cent. for the Synod
Fund, while our Supplementing Fund
which was instituted the year before, has
grown to its present goodly dimensions. It
is worthy of note too, that while some
churches are complaining sadly of a de-
creaso in their income during the past year,
our Treasurer in the face of the remarkable
stringency which has existed in financial
civeles has reported an increase of upwards
of $3700.

Again, the Synod will observe that only
four of the congregations which report
themselves as dependent upon the Weekly
Offerings are in arrears to their pastors
{and the whole amount due is very small),
while no fewer than seven of them have in-

creased the salaries of their ministers.

Seventy-five per cent of the congregations
which gractice Weckly Offerings have con-
to all the Schemes of the Church,

Owing to the change which the Synod

g vhat have been the results upon
geficence of the Church ¢ Premising

adopted last year by which the Committee -
were made dependent upon Presbyteries for



