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ccpt i:pon the îninds of the people. Let
parents teachi and train their chikiren t0
practise il. Let prayer go ni) continuially
that God înay bcstowv upon us au abundant
measture of tic grace of liberality. So shall
wc best hionour God, înobt ecarly mnanifcsî
our gratitude for His unspeakable gift, and
fully test the truthi of the iuspired <leelara-
tion, that "God is able to niake ail gracc
alîouudf toward you, that y<i alw'ays, hiavmng
all-sufficiencv iii ail tlîings, niay ahon iii
overy good work.'

ALXNEISTUIART,
Rl. S. PATTERSON,
M. G. I-IENRY, Cmntc
E.L A. McCuiti>, on1
CHAULES RoBSO, [Systeniatie
WILLIAM ANDERSON, Benefleente
ROD)ERICK: MOCREG;OI, 1
DAY!»ii BLACRIWOOD. i

To TIM SESSIONS, D-EAPONS' CO>U1TS-,
AND BO0ARDS 0F MANAGERS OF TIIE
PRESBTTERIAN OnU aca or TnE Lowv-
FR PROVINCES:
Dear Brethren,-
lu order to illustrate one method by

whiehi the change proposcd in the abovc
Cireular may be effected, 1 have heen
authorized by the Cominmuîea 10 submit t0
you the followving facts bcaring upon the
-course puisuced hy one of our congregloS
wvhichi has radopted Uic systeni of weky
collections for maintain in 'g gospel ordin-
aîiccs ainouîg thlicelves, not7for the pur-
pose of holding il up as a model, but as
-suggesting sonie hiîiîs whichi you mity finti
useful iu your offoons to carry out thc
systemn rccemiiiended by the Synod. Tlrc
Statement lias been prepnred by a mcînber
of Committec, io took an active part in
bringing about tue change, the progress of
wlîiclî he înrrates. D Z

As bM3ang on tie best method of cifect-
in- the chliîie from the pei%-i-cnt systeni
to tlîat of weekly collections, it w-ill niot be
inal)propriate tc îiar-ate the experience of
a congregation in whliclî, for the Iast two
years, the latter plan lias been iu iîîost
successful operatioîî. Prcvious to the
change, the necessary fuinds hiad lieeîî

-raised b.Y pew-rents, supîîlemented l)y the
* ordinary SabbaUî collections, anti others,
.taken on tie first Salîlath of evcry munth.
This systei made it clifficult 10 flil( rooin
for a collectionî for uiny speci1îl abject; and
it was fotinâ~ îlîat soîne of Uic pew-lîolders
'vere coîîstaiuty iu arrears,-tlîat a part of
these arrears îvas aînually lost,-aud duit
tic Co, îgrgauioii n'als often iudelîtvd 10
rlîeir T-eistirer, aniu sonietimes faileci in
fulfill-n!g tlicir oblig(,ntioxîs to tîcir pistor.

Ina arranging for the change, tlîe sui
reqîîired for tic anîîual expeîîditîîre Nvas
diviulcd mbi forry-eiglit weekly p)nrts,-hei
scîîaiuing four Sabliaths or the year being

omitted fronu the calculatioli, because it
liad always lieen. the custoni 10 appropriate
10 tue relief of tic poor the sacramnentalk
collections taketi four limes in thîe year.
rThe forty-eighit wveekly pails wcre tliex

ap1)ortioied ainong the pcw'-holcris, on the
hasis of tue rent paid by eaeh for lus pcîw r
that is Io say, it 'vas estimated îlîat tht,
man wvlo pnîd $20, anîiunlly, woîîld bc
able and willing Io pay twice as mmcili,
%weckly, as he inu who paid SIO. Thîis
calculatioi liaving, heen compheted, every
p)cIV-1iolder, andi cvery othier personl fi-onu
wlin a contribotion miglit be expcted,
wvere visited, the sysîîni fîîhly ezplained,
muid encli was asked to, promîise îlîat lie
wvould theposit ii the plate cvery Sabbatlî
tue amount flxed mîpoît as lus fair pro-
portion. Neanly tic %liole congregation,
-iviti te exception of a fev per-sons, wio,
desîred lime for consideration, and wvho
seon gave ia îlîeir adlîesioîî, chieerfully
acquieseed; and the larger part, indlecd,
offercd more thati %vis askcd. Whoe, for
instance, Is. 9d1. n'as asked, Is. 10-1-d. w'ould
be offered; 2s. 6d. wonld hc promised in-
stemd of 2s. 3d.; 3s. I1 . iusîemd o? 2s. 1 Od. ;.
and s0 on iii otiier cases. And vhîeu tlie
wliolc suani thius %iegc vas mmde upf, il
w-as found to exceed tlîe rcquircd aînotînt
hy îîearhy $250. Two or tli-ce persons
rcp)rcscîitel tlîat the>, lîad been paying a
larger suin tien tlîcy could afford. 'rie 3
Nvere requîesîed Io nîaine mn amouint that
thcy considercdl fair, anîd iu cvcry instance
îlîis was acccpîcd.

'Fli preliiniay arrangemetîts hîaving
beeîî thus saitisfaclorily made, Circuhars
wverc issued, mîînoiîîeiug tic lime w-heu the
îîev systeni Nvould comne iîîlo operation,
and remindiug ecdi person o? tic amout
lie lîad t0 pay, andI also o? the fiiet that, ns
tie naine o? tic donor was flot to lie given,
success wouîld clepeuid altogether on the
faiitlifuilness o? tic contribuitors. on the
first Sabbatlî about S48 Nverc colleeîed ;
and during tlie tivo years whlicli have since,
elapsed, thie average lias cîluahled, if flot
excecded, tîat ainount. Tliere have been
110 losses of ai-i-ars, no reuidering of me-
connus, uior muy duîining for uney. Ail
oluliganions hanve heen l)i-nptly met, snd a
part ot the debt dluc on the building lins
bc paid

'lcexperience o? thîis -onîgregatiou
show~s wlint rnav licnc-ouîplished lîy adopt-

ing flic only Sci-iptliiral 1pl:u,-Iliat o? Sali
bath collection. As ilîns desciied, Uie
systeai is iiidecd esn i mil iîperflect; foi-
Nvliile it lîrovides so successftilly for conigre-
gatiotial expeuiditure, it iloes notlîing foi-
tic HIome anid Foreigu, Mubsions, and othcî
sclienes of the Chl-ci.

Iluping, that the aliovc sîmîcînent will
jîrove su-et 1c rcîr.aiu, &ec.,

l". A. MIcuîw)y, &c'y of Coin.
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