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THE CANAD A TARMER.

Apriy 15,

some idea of the appearance preseated by a well-laid-
out, and neatly-kept farm.

Wo ask our readers to study theso tasteful plans,—
to mako tho contrast between the appearance of
carclossly-kept farms, and places such as are here re-
presented —and say if the eatire country might not
be transformed into one scene of natural and artificial
beauty, if every man who owns an estate wonld put
~nd keep his place in good order

Orchard Grass,

(DacTYLIS GLOMERATAL)

Junoixa from tho fact that the above is scldom
asked for at our seed stores, compared with clover
and timothy, it would appear that its true value is
not understood, or else notappreciated.  We consider
it a very valuable grass for cerfain uses, and in
particular localities, and arc almost prepared to say
that no farm, whero pasturage is part of the rotation,
should be without some of it.

Tho mistake made about orchard grass is that it is
allowed to become too old beforo cuttiog for hay, or
baving stock to graze on it jn the spring. No grass
grows so rapidly or continues growing so long
throughout the scason, or allows to be pastured so
early. It requires, when intended for hay, to be cut
voung. Blossoming about the same timo as clover it
is ready for cutting with it, which timothy very often
is not.” The bad reputo of orchard grass hay is be-
cause it is allowed to g2t old before cutting, when its
stiff, fibrous stem i3 almost a3 unsuitable for food as
timothy which has gono to seed. 1It's only vulue then
is to use it as straw for litter,

Many of our best farmers who feed all their hay,
and do not depend on selling it, value a mixture of
orchard grassand red clover before any othergrasses.
It makes o highly nutritious bay and mueh relished
by stock of all kinds. Clover hay (so called), that is
hay where clover predominates, so fur as we know,
is seldom cut, for the reason that it grows too rani
and coarse. This is owing either to its chiefly occu-
pying the greund as in the year succeeding wheat,
or clse in the sccond scason growing so mu.h more
rapidly than the timothy, it outgrows the latter, allow-
ing but very little to mix with the clover.

Red clover i3 a biennial plant, and every farmer
experiences that it is only after the second year from
wheat that the timothy has much chauce to develop,
and then makes the article so saleable in market un-
der the name of timotby hay. Orchard grass, when
sown with clover, obviates this difficulty, grows as
rapidly as clover, starts in tho spring as carly, and by
thxshsimilarity of habit makes a suitable grass to mi:.
with it.

For pasturage wo greatly value orchard grass, for
three reasons: It stands a drouth better than any
other, will bear heavier stocking, and comes torward
in the spring very early.

We bavo often been surprised to observe how quick-
1y orchard grass recovers and grows after being
closely cropped ; a week or ten days of summer growth
will make quite good pasturage. ~Orchard grass also,
by its great amount ot fibrous root, tends to improve
instead of impoverishing the soil, and we have obser-
ved an orchard grass sod generally turns up a good
dark color on being ploughed. Itisnotatallfitfora
lawn, as it sometimes grows in bunches or tussocks,
especially when®sown thin. The proper quantity
when sown alone is two bushels per acre, when sown
with clover one bushel is sufficicnt. It grows better
than most grasses undershade. Urchard grass weighs
about twelve pounds to the bushel.—Rural Advertiser.

+4®

BeeT-Roor Staar, &€.—From a recent diecussion
by the Farmer’s Club of New-York, on the gubject of
beet root sngar, we extract the following remarks:

Mr. WiLrtaws contended that it never would be
profitable ; that beets may be groﬁtably grown for
stock, particularly milch cows, but never for sugar-
making. When grown upon somno soils, they possess
such a small amount of saccharum as to render them
unfit for the purpose of sugar-making. IIo thought
farmers should all confine themselves to the produc-
tion of some sweeter substance, or clse givo up the
cttempt to make their own sugar. Dr. TriMBLE
thought it was no use to war against climate. This
portion of tho carth was not adapted to sugar making.
All northern farmers will fail who attempt to make
sugar. They cannot competo with tropical climates.
They are all prosperous now with ordinary crops.
Let them sell them and bay sugarand coffec, and pay
the war tax on them, and not try fo shirk that and be
always looking for a substitute.

Notes, Queries, and Observations.

RBY A TUINEING AAM.

4.—~MANURES.

The imporlance of manure to every farmer nand
gardener is too well understood and appreciated
by thinking men to need special remark. Nothing
too cmphatic can be said on the importanco of
saving and procuring the largest possiblo supplies
This is absolutely cssential to good cultivation. Iam
Just now thinking of the best methods of using not oniy
tho farm-yard manures, but the moro gonceatrated
fertilizers of every kind. The principlo of tho thing is
to have the fertilizes thoroughly incorporated with the
so0il, so a3 to form a homogencous mass. I fhink all
experience goes to show that it i3, for many reasons,
extremely desirable that ordinary manure should not
bo mixed with the soil until it is thoroughly rotted.
This can geldom or rever be so tho first scason. Ono
paramount reason is that the multitudo of weed seed
in nearly all bay and straw, ehould not be, as it were,
sown anew, until thoroughly rotted and rendered
inoccuous. Moreover. manure, in our very dry climate,
is almost useless for the first season if only put on in
the spring. As a general rale, this should be done in
the preceding fall, when it becomes thoroughly incor-
porated by tho frosts and rains of winter and spring.
Indecd even guano, one of tho most pewerful fertili-
zers, is of little use the first year if only put on in the
spring. Its value i3 much incrcased by being spread
over the soil tho preceding fall. And I rather think
this argumeat, to a greater or less extent, will hold
good with regard to all manures and fertilizers what-
soever. If i3 very cortain that tho only way to
render fertilizers immedintely beneficial i3 to uso
them diluted in water, and on a Jarge scale. This
is ofien difficult, if not impracticable. It is affirmed
of Coc's Phosphate that its immediate beneficial ap-
plication to a variety of growing crops may be de-
pendad upon. I cannot speak from experience, except
as to a patch of turnips which I put in with a
good dressinz of Coe's fertilizer, and certainly the
results were remarkable.  But till I am not sure that
1 applied the manure according to the best methods,
and should be glad, and no donbt thero are others in
tho samo way, for any specific information on this
head, that is as to putting in with the crops in spring
or carly summer. I doubt not thero are many parties
who bave practical experience, and can very readily
give this information. I know it would not be with-
out use. I think it would be a good plan for manu-
facturers of fertilizers, to indicate the best way o1 using
and tho quantity per acre or rod, for the variety of
crops for which'it is most adapted.

5.—SIZE OF FARMS.

I have frequently thoughtthat inthis couatry farmers
often crr in attempting to cullivate a greater
breadtb of land than they have capital sufficient to
work profitably. InEagland and Scotland, it is regard-
¢d as an axiom that a tenant-farmer should bave a
capital of not less than £10 per acre, to stock and work
a farm thoroughly and profitably. At the present
time, this is just about tho cash value of a first-rate
cleared farm with fair buildings necar the best markets
in this country In the great majority of cases, the

properties are, at least, encumbered to one-half or p

two-thirds this value, for which-the owners have to
pay §, 10, and sometimes even 12 per cent. interest!
Then, with scarcely any available capital to work his
farm, pressed on everyside by debt and difficulty, how
isit possible a man can get on in this way? 1Ilc owns
100 acres or more. What of it? Would it not be
in@initely better to sell all but 20 acres, or even 10?2
With this ke would be a far happier man, and a
richer one, at the cnd of seven years. It must comeo
to this at last. Fifty, twenty, or cven ten acres
thoroughly cultivated,according to the most approved
methods of modern busbandry, would be much more
profitable than one hundred acres slovenly worked, and
almost wholly unmanured. Infinitely better sell ono-
balf, two-thirds, or threc-fourths, and farm thoroughly
the remainder. Nor are small farms without notable
precedent.  In Belgium, farms range from four up to
ten acres! The whole country is cultivated like a
garden, end nowhero is to be found a happier, or &
more {)raspcrous people. Large fortunes can never
bercalized, but thero is certainly littlo or no pecuniary
embarrasment or poverty ; and such a thing as selling
a man’s homestead by process of law, i3 scarcely ever
beard of. I have oftenffought a man had almost better
cut off his right hand, than Jet himself run within the
coils of tho money lenders, who, as a clasg, are heart-
less and unfeeling as the nether millstone. I do not
specially recommend small farms,—bat simply that no
farmer should uadertako to cultivate more land than

be has shomeans to do thorouahles

My Wheat Crop

Iy tho sPring of 1864, thero fell into my hands a
copy of Flint’s Report of the Agriculture of Massa
chusctls for tho year 1863, and nndlui,&rom a por-
usal of tho volumo, that somo of our kssex farme
had mot with fair success in the raising of wheat,
determined to ascortain whether or not the crop in
question could bo grown onmy land. In accordance
with the decision Iimmediatoly scnt to Boston and
bought ono and a half bushols of spring wheat, for
which I paid threo and a half dellars, and haviog
soaked it just ono hour in soms old pickle which the
womeon-folks were about throwing away, I partin]?
dried it by tho kitchen fire, and took it into tho field.
This was on tho last day of April.

I planted the sceds {n drills on a lot which con.
{ained ono and a quarter agres,and from which Ihad
gatliered, in the autuma of 1862, a lttle more than
ono hundred and sixty bushels of excellent potatocs.
For a period of thirteen years immediately preceding
the year last montioned, this field had been used us a
cow-pasture. It bad a southerly, oI, to speak more
correctly, n south-westerly exposure, and was situa-
ted at tha baso of o sparsely wooded ridge, whilo on
its northern border thero wasa belt of oak and hickory
trees. I ploughed the Innd to the depth of six inchos,
and pulverized it with a Larrow,—having previously
applied to it two and a half cords of composition
mado of one part of wood ashes, two parts of muck
or gwamp-mud, and three parts of rotted sea-kelp.
Three days after the springing of the plants, I gave
the ficld a dressing of coal ashes,—which bad tho
cffect to banish the flies that tegan to feast upon the
rows. In tho course of the spring I ran the culti-
vator between the drills not less than fivo times,—
thereby keeping thoe lot almost perfectly free from
weeds. On the 27th of August,—the seed bcing at
that time * in tho dough,”—1I had the wheat cradled
and stacked, and on the 7th of the next month it was
carted to tho barn. Ten days later it was thrashed,
and a prime article it proved to be.

My account of the crop stood as follows ;

PRODTCT

S0 Lushels at $2.90,cccccuiriesccnsccrsrcnaas $85.80
24, tons ol straw, $§.25, ...................... 20.62%
$106.423¢

Expenze, {vot {ncluding 1adour),ceeeee -cvaveee 2250
$33.925

—~EsstesER, in New England Farmer.
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Sorghum for Fodder,

I nave scen several articles lately in your papor on
the culture of co.n for fodder, and I have been sur-
priscd that no ono has tried sorghum for the same
purpose. In the Patent Office Report for 1861, there
1s an account from the South of France, which states
that forty-cight and a half tons (green, of courso,)
have been raised on ono acre of ground. How much
it will lose in drying, I have no idea ; but this much
1 do know, that sown broadcast at the rate of two
busbels to the acre, it will yield moro feed than any-
thing I have ever tried in the way of grass. IThave tried
it for two years and have found the yield truly sur-
prising~I should fhink more than two tous of d
feed, but never having weighed it, I cannot speal
positively, but am perfectly satisfied that it is far su-
erior to anything 1 have ever tried, not even cxcept-
ing Huogarian grass, so much lauded somo years
ago.

Sow it in good corn ground, as carly as it canbe
put in good order ; harrow smootb, the finer the bet-
ter; and when the seed is sown, go over it witha
bush ; it must not be covered deeply, and if tho seed
is good, it needs no soaking. Let thoso who thinkso
favourably of corn fodder try the sorghum, and 1do
not think they will bother with corn,

My horses and cows prefer it to any kind of feed I
can give them ; Ibave tried them repeatedly, and
they will leavo tho best timotby for the sorghun and
eat it up clean. Tho blades we pull from tho cane
wo grow for syrup, are preferred by the stock to corn
blades, and they will dovour it withtho greatest avid-
ity. By sowing carly, it can be cut with aatrong cradle
at the best timo for curing properly. After being cut
a fow days, I have tied it up in bundles and cocked
tho samo as wheat or oats. Tho quentily of seed
sown to tho acro provents the stalks growing thick,
which renders it casy to curo.—Zcller from Qhio in
Counlry Gent.

AP+

Digeoine Mccx.—Mossrs, Editors : Aro yourreaders
awaroe that for those who do Iittlo but farming, and
havo a suitable chance, winter is the best time to
procure muck? With tho swamp frozen and cov-
cred with snow, and the weather cold, the prospoot
may look rather discouraging, but tako the lcrra{per
and fesm, removo thoe snow, cut tho frozon su rfaga.



