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Succumb at the very advent of extreme
bhillanesa

There is no objection to the side packing being
early in the fall, but there must be ample

1ovision for the upward escape of moisture.
lebas been best secured, in my experience,

3y te use of thin wool-lined quilts. .These pass
" the moisture without creating a draught.

bove the quilt there sbould be plenty of caver
and at the very top of the hive, an air-

rent right across, that the moisture may be
eried off as it ascends, and perches, as it will in
tiiy drops, on the top-side of the quilt.

t eak stocks, as well as strong ones, go
uOngh this sweating process, and if winter

hi down upon them with dampness in the
", their death warrant is, "signed, sealed,

ad delivered. I think I can winter any stock

r enough t form a heat-producing cluster,
n a ecure'perfect dryness in the hive after

e get through their sweat, on the condi-
0f course, that it bas plenty of stores.
1eleve that the sweating stage of which I

Spoken, is the final preparation for hiber-
and that if the first cold snap finds the

o t. a perfectly dry hive, it bas the effect

e 1 g the into a drowse or semi-torpor.
S 0fluster close! together, and a certain

the b Of eat is generated and given off by

Pley4  Of bees. It is then time ta put on

ta of Sone dry porous material that will
the the heat and be a reservoir of it during

Of the severe weather, If there, is
Wini Of this ta keep them comfortable, the

Will pass in a succession of "naps,"
hy an occasional awakening for the

e Of taking food, of which, however, very
ae Will be consumed.

thet ta that extent, or in that degree in which
iier drowse or torpor is comfortable, so

ly 1 lees remain quiet, contented, and tight-
i 05tered during the greater part of the

e i they winter well. Colonies differ
t in strength and other particulars,

no rule can be laid down applicable
f 1. Much depends on the judg-

the bee-keeper, and on the accuracy
te edge of the state his bees are in at

r nio g ig of winter. The most careful and
k nanagement will sometimes fail. So

S ave made rules for myself in regard to
lîlStter, they may be briefly summed up as

t Se that every stock bas plenty of
&t'the close of the honev-gathering sea-

'et the bees take their own way of
pro lizing, and otherwise preparing

(2) Give the bees a good letting-alone during
the early fall.

(3) When cool weather commences, and the
first frosts come, narrow entrances, put on wool-
hned quilts, and perhaps do the side-packing
with chaff or very dry saw4ust.

(4 ) The first zero snap, put on from 6 to 12
inches of packing, above the wool-lined quilts.

(5) If possible, have an arrangement whereby
dead bees can fall ont of the hive, instead of ad-
cumulating on the bottom-board.

G. M. DOOLITTLE.

I prefer to winter about one-half of my bees in
a good bee cellar, the temperature of which

should remain as nearly at 45 O as possible, and¶
the other one-half on summer stands packed
with chaff at sides and a cushion of fine bass-
wood sawdust on top. This cushion I find bet-
ter when about three inches thick than of any
greater or less thickness. If beside the above a
rim one and one-half inches thick be placed be-
neath the hive on the approach of cold weather
so as to raise it a little from the bottom-board, I
consider the bees fixed in the best condition pos-
sifle. I also use such a rim for eazh hive in the
cellar. The object of wintering a part in each of
these two ways is that when a great loss occurs
out-doors I corne out good with them in the
cellar and vice versa. In other words it is not a

ood plan to have all of your eggs in one basket.

DR. C. C. MILLER.

My experience for several years past bas been
confined exclusively to wintering in the cellar,
and I have not yet learned all about it. I find
that wintering a few colonies in a cellar is one
thing and having the cellar packed full, quite
another. So I attach nuch importance to the
ventilation of the cellar, if many colonies are to
be in it, and very little if it is to contain but
few. My cellar is about seven feet deeo, giving
plenty of room to pile up the hives five high. As
seasons differ so much, no precise date can be
given for the best time to take bees in cellar, but
I have never had occasion to regret taking them
in too easrly, npr out too late. If I could plan
weather just to suit me, I think I would want a
brigbt day, warm enough for bees to have a good
fly, somewhere in the first two weeks of Novem-
ber, to be followed by a clear and cold morning
the next day. Then on the morning of the next
day I would commence taking in the bees,
having taken pains for a day or so previous, to
see that the cellar was thoroughly aired: win-
dows and doors being left open, so as to have
the cellar, as nearly as possible, of the same
temperature as the outer air.


