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FOR THER CATIOLIC

MARY IN BETHLEEM,

"Tis midnight deep ! the tempests rour,
The barks are moored along the shore,
Al living things are lulled and still,
The foxes slumber on the hill
The wild birds in their eyries rest; .
And thou, as if a thing unblest,
While warring winds are round thee blowing,—
Many, whither ort thou going %

The tear that trembles in thine cye,

Mingles with rain-drops from the sky

Thy strength is gone—thou'rt worn and weak-—
The hue of health hasleft thy check.

Thy bosom heavoth wn the blast—

Thine hovr of pain approacheth fast—

A mother’s cries are round thee growing:—
Magy, whither art thou going ?

Daughter of a royal tace !

The palace is thy rightfui place;

Thy spouse hath beena G 1!—thy son
Shall be the prophet’s promised one !
Thou comest, dove of Judal’s daughters,
Wafting thy peace-branch o’er the waters
Of sin and death, around thee fowing ;—
Mary, whither art thou going 7

*Tis midnight deep !—the tempests roar j—
Turn to the hospitable door

Of sheltering roofs that line the way,

For there the wearied traveller’s stay ;

And there the rich vepast is spread—

And there is 1oany a downy bed—

And there the friendly hearth is glowing j—
Oh! Mary, whither art thou going ?

But these are not for thee ! sweet rest
Shall sooth not now thy troubled breast:
Thy tears may gush,—thy throbbing brain
May speak a mother’s fear and pain,
And Israel’s pride, passed long ago,

The glory of thy sires may show ;—

But present pain, or glory past,

Shield thee not from the howling biast.

The hearth may blaze, too, but the scoff
Of the rude stranger scorns thee off: ®
T he crib must be thy Saviour’s throne 3
But, Many, thou art not alone 3

For many a guardian angel's wing
Around thy coucli is hovering;

And monarchs come from many a shore,
The Bawr of Bclhlchcrq to adore.

Aad cach his precious offeving Lrings
Before the infant king of kings,

Blessing the womb that bore him—So
Thy name through endless time shall go, §
That all may bless, as they have done,

The virgin muther—godhcad son ;

And Kings and nations yet shall bow

Inreverence, as I do now ! L.
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THE

CHRISTIAN RELXGION DEMONSTRA-
TED DIVINE.

Dedicated lo our modern Freethinkers.
CHAPTER XXIL
Exodus.

Curarten 29.—We have to remark here in general
with regard to the figurative sacrifices prescribed in the
old law, that they were of two kinds, bloody and un-
bloody , the bloody sacrifice always preceding the un-
bloody one.  Alsothat in both, cither the victim, or thing
oftered up,was entirely consumed with fire; and then the
sacrifice was denominsted a Jolocaust, or whole burnt
offering ; or reserved in part or inwhole, sometimes for
the priests alone, sometimes for the priests and peoplo
to feced upon. In fine, thatin all these sacrifices, the
victims were 10 be witkout spot or blemish § and the cther
offerings of the purest and choicest kind. Instance of
all these sacritices are found in the chapter now under
our considcration.

For when Aaron and his sons were washed and vested ;
and he, as High Priest, was anointed ; a double hloody
sacrifice was ordered for the occasion, one a holocaust,
another not, in which the victims prescribed were for
the bloody aacrifice a * calf from the herd, and two
rams without blemish,—also a double unbloody one of
unleavened bread, and a cake without leaven, tempered
with oil ; wafers hlso unleavened, anointed with oil s
atl of them made of wheaten flour.”

In the bloody sacrifice or whole burnt offering, the
calfand one of the rams were offered up, and censumed
with fire. No portion of themm was reserved, but os
much of ** the blood of the calfas wasput with the finger
on the horns of the altar : the rest beingall poured out
at the bottom thereof ; and its flesh, hide and dung burnt
without the camp becauvse it was for sin,” a striking
emblem of the Savour, whose blood was shedat his
wcourging within, but who wasfinally put to death with-
out Jerusalem, the camp, inhabited by the people of God ;
and from whose blood the religion of the Jews, in which
the usual victims offered up were calves, bullocks, rams,
&c. derived all its sanctifving virtue, strength, and effi-
cacy; represented by the korns of the altar touched
with the blood of the victim wohally consumed with fire ;
that is, destroyed even unto death through love for us—
that divine firc of charity—iwhich in him cousumed the
whole natural man; for, according to St. Paul, Exin-
ANtviT sEMETIrSUM, he emptied himsclf, becoming obe-
dicnt unto death—Phillip ii. 7 ; and as he declares him-
self, greater love than thisno man can have for kis fricnd,
than that he lay down Ris life for his friend.

The ram too, offered up as a holocaust, represents him
sacrificed in the same manner ; though under a different
aspect, and as the father of the flock,—the spotless and
unblemished stato of the victims represented the imma-
culate sanctity and perfection of his suffering humanity.

Verse 19.— Thou skalt take also the vther ram, upon
whose head Aaronand kis sons skall lay there hands.

P

him up to be put to deaih,
shiflted.

Verse 20.—And, when thou hast sacrificed him, thou
shalt take of his blood, and put upon the tip of the right
car of Aaron,and of kis sons,;menning,that after the death
of our Lord,his priesthood, represented by Aaron and
his sons, are to attend to the mystery of man’s redemp-
tion by his blood ;—and upon the thumbs of their right
hand ; with which they are, by the application of ticie
consecrated hands, particularly of their right kand and
thumb to the persons of the faithful in the administration
ol his sacramentd, to apply the cleansing and sanctifying
efficacy of his blood individually to the people : and on
the great toes of their right foof™: that is, to consecrate
their steps, in their evangelicsl career, to preach and im-
part salvation to all, through the blood of the Lamb that
was slain, which taketh away the sins of tihe world,—
Hence in scripture we read : how beantiful arc the feet
of themywcho preack the Gospel of peace :—~Rom. . I3,
—of kim who preacheth salvation—Is. lit. 7. Nahum.i.15

Verse 21.— The Qil of Unction, is, as we explained
before, the emblem of sanctifying grace ; derived to us
from the redeeming blood, with both which Aaron and
his vestments, and his sons with their vestmenis——that
is, the priesthood, and all that pertains to their ministry
—are consecrated. :

Verse 22.—Thea comes the join¢ portion of the bloody
and unbloody sacrifice, which are to be offered as a ho-
locaust : ¢ the fat of the ram,§c., and one 10ll of bread ;
a cake tempered with oil ; o wafer out of the basket of
unleavened bread ; all which is set in the eye of the
Lord ; all putupon the hands of Aaron and his sons,
and sanctified ; they elevating them before the Lord.”?

Hero we see the figurative, or Jewish, bloody sacrifice
allusively ending in the unbloody christian sacrifices,and
both offered up and consummated as but one complete
whole—the type and the reality.

Verse 31.—The ram of consecration is next ordered
10 be builed, that is prepared for cating, in the holy place .
the flesh of which is to be caten n the entry of the taber-
nacle of the testimony, together with the loaves that are
in the basket ; by Aaron and his sons.

Here again we see represented, under thesacramental,
as well as sacrificatory from, the jowish type combived
with the christian reality.

Verse 33.—Itis thus also declared to be an atoning
sacrifice : and the hands of the offerers sanctified. No
stranger, that is, none but those who belong to the people
of God, the true believers, are allowed to partake of it :
and for the reasons above mentioned, when treating of
the paschal Jamb : no portion uf it was to be left till
morzing ; but the remniuder was to be consumed with
fire.

Verse 36.—The calf for sin offered up every day re-
presented the divine victim exclusively under the emblem
of the Jewish victi ; and the two lambs, of a year old,
1o be sacrificed every day ; onc in themorning,the other
in the evening ; together with a tenth part of flour, tem-
pered with beaten oil, of the fourth part of a kin, and
wine for libation of the same measure: the bloody sa-
crificc of Aaron-completed in the unbloody sacrifice of
the Saviour, *¢who is o pricst forever, according 0 the
order of Melchisadech, who ofiered up bread and wire.”

Qut this figure is instantly

* Andlsw himin o manger, because thero was 30 room for
them in tho inn—~[aRs i, 7.

+ For, bnhold * from henceforth all e shall call mo
tessed—Xune i, 48, Beacrations sheil &

Itwas the High Pricst Caiphas, and the rest of tho
Jowish priesthood, represented by Aaron and his sons,
'who leid violent hands upon our Lord, and delivered

The flour to be tempered with beaien oil, marks the Sa-
viour’s humanity tempered with sore tried grace ana
sancuity 5 for ol being the emblem of grace, wiicn au




