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Religion in England after tlic
Reformation.
Prom the Dablin Roview.

[concLupED ]

From tho clear, distinct, and definito
1doas attached to the authorilative decisions
of the Catholic Church, and which ever
held ber in o real and practical unity both
of faith and discipline throughout the land,
and joined her in communion with all the
orthodox and united Churches in the
world, we must now fain be content with
* the ambiguous formularics,” us they
call them, of the wretched system which
has been substitsed in its stead. They
themselves tell us of the ** perplexing em-
barrassment” so prevalent amongst them
on doctr'nal pointa 3 we hear of nothing
but ¢ perplexity of controversy ;' of
** conflicting ~pinions ;* of articles which,
as to any intelligible meaning, ase still in
a state of transition, and, after a discus~
sion of three hundred years, as likely to
find any fixed interpretation as if they
had never been discussed at all; the
Church not knowing how even * strictly
to determine the number of the sacra-
ments,"”—those * justfying rites, or in-
struments of commumnicating the atone-
ment ;"—and of a new * understanding
of the Church and her system, in a way
different from one of late popularity.” The
doctrines of eternal truth are still fashion-
ed according to *‘the necessities of the
times ;? the whole Church is divided with-
in uself into high and low,—at one time
imbued with & spirit of Erastianism, at

another with Calvinism; while a via me- | of the Spirit and in the bond of peace,’
dia is recommended by someas a éurc';nnd that unity and peace seem to be the
for all her evils,—for *doctrines popular- ! last characteristics which beloagto her ;"
Iy misunderstood,” for *¢ internal disunion | that the real teaching of the Church i
paralyzing her cfforts and wasting her ! not to*e discerned amidst the multitude of

energies.” They tell us of her “ maim.
ed condition ;*’ of her ‘“want of holiness
sufiicicnt to mark her out visibly as a true
Yiving branch of the Loly Church 3 of
lier possessing perhaps *¢ the rudiments
of everything, but nothing developed, so
that it should atonce be ‘manifest’ to all,
¢ that God is in her of a truth ;*” of
¢t manifold divisions amongst themselvess
contending upon points which they, on
oue side at loast, state to be fundamental,”
¢ bandying about the name of heresy,”—
and ** casting out the names ‘of brethren
as evil ;" of  tho impossibility of under:
stauding eoch other, or making themsel”
ves understaod ;” of a stato ¢ moro like
the canfusion of Babel.” than that * city
which is at unity in itself,” and ** in which
it was promised that there should be one
speech and ooe language ;' of ¢ the laity
haviog thus far no Living guide, ¢ the lip,
of the priest’ noi * teaching knowledge’
for them—for persons whom they salike
30spoct, teach® them differently, and one
of the two grenl classes of teachers telis
them often that the othor is in fatal error;”
of ** our poor frail nature (being) freted
ofteg, instead of boing humbled by what
is 30 unseemly,' so ** that persous have
difliculty in recoguizing a Church so dis-

tuched, as the representative of hee who
18 * the pillar and the ground of truth '
of her * not posseesing the mote of holie
vosa, 80 88 at once, and without all doubt,
to allay people’s misgivings about her a.
postolic character ;* of + eae party in the
Church stigmatizing the other, as ¢ the
Y
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troublors of Kerael ;> "' of ' the consures
or admonitions of their bishops tonding
rather to unsettlo porsots 1a their Church
then to convince and cortect ;7 of ¢tan.
tagonist pniuciples” at work in the same
body, and yet echism considered as no sin
~dissension as no cvil token. Wao hear
the worl:ing of onc party declarad by the
other to be * tending to re-establish crror
rathor than truth,”—-her ministers to be
« the instruments of Satan to hinder the
true principles of tho Gospel,” ¢ on the
very vergo of an apostacy from Christ.”
and “ as weaching another Gospel,” and
consequently ¢ that they ought to leave
tho Church,” in which they wore so teach-
ing ; *¢ that nothing but evit came from
then,”"—**defacing the brightest glory of
the Church, by forgetting the continued
presence of hor Lord,” and fit only to
be*singled out from the rest of our Lord’s
flock, as diseased and tainted sheep, who
must bo kept separate from the rest, lest
they bo corrupted”” They tell us that
their ** intestine divisions (are) such that
they disagres among themselves astowhat
tho doctrines of the Church are, even as
to the very sacrament whereby persons
are made members of 1t 3 of * their mis
serable disurion, and wantof discipline;”
of *¢ their present confusion and disagree-
mentas to the first principles of theic
Church, and their practical contradictions
or neglect of them ;" so that for the pre-
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sent at least ** sho can beno spectacle of
a Charch *holding the faith in the unity

opinions and teachings of her ministers,
so that those who counstitute the  mighty
movement now swelling month by month,
day by day, within the Church, have re~
ceived a sectarion name, in iteelf a blot'
upon the Church,” while they whose office
it is to guide that movement into its legiti-
mate channel, und 1o witacss the doctrines
of the Church, have allowed the leaders
and abettors of that movemeny * to bo ens
titled ¢ heretics,” for viudicating an arti-
cle of the creed, and left it undetermined
whether (these) or they who opposed that
teaching, spuke the mind of the Church,”
while *¢ the chaos of conflicting opinions
relledonward” unarrested.  “What wons
der,” exclaims the original leader of tho
movement, and we oxcleim with him, **if
somo aro faint-hearted whethet sur Lord
be in the vessel which is not only 50 tem-
pest-tost, but whose very ship.men and
pilots are so disunited, hiow or whether to
guide her, * neither sun nor stars appesr~
Ing.’ " And all this is but a consequence
of the change.®

Let us now hear him who at first stood
second on tho list, but from bsing second
is now first, having passed the original
lcader of the movement, as being poer-
chance botler qualified for tha task, and
having lately presented o splendid proof

¢ Sce the charges of the bishops of Dar.
ham, Chester, Gloucester, Winchester, Cal
cutta, and of the archbishop of Dublin, an
quoted and commented on in the Rev. Dr.
Puysey's letter to the archbishop of Cauter-

of his ingenuousness and suncority ; speake
ing, in his- introduction to the famous
Tract, No, 00, of tho actus! condition of
the Church of England, ofter a chequored
existenco of three hundred yoars, but ata
period whon, if evur, should have been
walking in the ways of peace and light,
in tho full enjoyment of all the blessings
of this peaceful and enlightencd age : and
yet what are his viows? % It is a very
serious truth," says he, “that porsons and
bodies, who put thomselves into a disad-
vantagoous staie, cannot at their pleasure
extricato themselves from it. They are
unworthy of it ; thoy arein prison, and
Christ is tho keoper. Therc is but one
way towards a real reformation,—a re-
turn to Him in heast and spirit, whose sa.
cred truth they have betrayed ; o++o our
Church's strength would be irresistible,
humanly speaking, were it dut at unity
with dtself: If it remains divided, part
against part, we shall see tho cnergy
whish was meant to sabduc the world
preying upon itsclf, aceording to our Sa.
viour’s express assurance, that such a
house ¢cannat stand.’ .... Till we are
stirred up to this religious course, let the
Church sit still ; let her children be con-
tent to be in bondage ; let us work in
chains ; let us submit to our impesfections
a3 a punishment ; let us go on teaching
through the medium of indcterminate
statements and inconsiséent precedents, and
principles but partially developed® We
aro not botter than our fathers § let us
not faint undor that dody of death which
they bore aboutin patwuze 5 nor shrink
from the penalty of sins which they inhe-
rited from the age before them.” Another,
and & very reverential personage,&a very
cminent partizan of this moverent, has
favored us with the fullowing commentary
upon these observations, and which tend
still more to develupe the real and radi-
cally inefficient character of the estah-
lished Church—of u Church without law
orgrace. * Is Mr. Newman," says Mr.
Ward, *(so cautious and guarded in his
stalements as all admit kim tode), is he to
be isupposed to use words of such uupres
cedented strength as these, without mean-
ing and at random?  Or,is it conceivable
that he could usv them, if he thought our
articles fair and adequate exponents of
Catholictruth ?  How could he speak and
thiok as ho does of the English reforma.
tion, il he supposed that the formulary
then originated, was even as naturally
susceptible of Catholic ss of Protestant
interpretation t No! ho would acknow-
lodge, and apprehend, that as it has been
expressed, while it is patient of a Catho-
lic, it is ambitious of & Prolestant senaso;
that, whilo it was never intended to ez

‘clude Catholics, it was writtdn by, und in

tho spirit of Protestants ; that in conse-
quence of it tho English Church seems at
least to give an uncortain sound ; that ghe
failain ane of her very principal dutios,
thatof witaessing plainly aad directly to
Catholic truth ; that she seeme to include
whom she ought to repel, to teach wha,

she is bound to snathematize ; and thn‘

* Or, a8 it was expressed in the Sirst edition,
% with the stammering lipe of ambiguoun for.
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it is difficult to estimate the amount of regs
ponsibility she year by year incurs, on
acceuntof those(clatming,as many of them
do, our warm love fora zeal and onroest
ploty worthy of a purer faith) who remain
buried in the darkuess of Protestant error,
becauso she fails m her duty of holding
clearly forth to them the hght of Gospel
truth.''t

Was such lauguags ever used ? wesit
possible it ever could be used towards the
ancient Church of these realms 7 By,
to that which has supplantud it, it applies
with all the force of indisputable truth,
Such, then, are her gains by the change!l
and such is the condition of the Anglican
Church, as painted by those of her chil.
dren who know her best, but which itjs
yet the boast and pride of most modern
Englishmen to uphold as a mcdel of
perfection, and to glory in having subs
stituted for the superstitions— as they in
their frenzy and delusion call them—of
the olden time.

The great unruly torrent of the six-
teanth century, which in a day uprooted
the united Inbors of many aces, was in.
deed a second deluge, not for the sudden
destruction of one generation alone, but
sweeping away‘the souls of men as quick-
ly as they succeeded each other, for a pe-
riod of timo which still endures, and the !
termination of which, even after three
hundred years of cxpiation, is koown :
only to Him who afflicts us for ths sins -
of our futhers and our own, until wo con-
fess our iniquities, and the 1mquitios of
our ancestors, whereby they have trage
gressed against him.” (See Lovit. xxvi,)
And thus are we still visited with $¢the
day of revenge 3 and ¢ who shall aceus
thee, O Lord, 1f the nations perish which
thou hast made ?*® ®sior thou shaltbe
justified in thy words, and shalt overcome
when thou art judged.”

Another conscquence of the change,
and a very important one too, haa bes,
that it has disconnected its followers fron
all the saints and sages of venerable antic
quity, and thrown us upon a dreary
waste, in which the eye is refreshed nei-
ther by flower nor by fruit. It hasca
them off frum all affinity and relatioaship
with any ono saint in the caleadar, whe
ther native or foreign; from *tspind
without a home and without a name™ on
carth, but who'haveinherited *¢ an over
lasting name” in tho imperishable home
of the blessed, for whom altars have been
orected in evory department of Christerr
dom, and whose memorios are enshtibed
in the hearts of all true helievers. And
what an uncaviable position 1o be in } gne-
ble to claim any share in the glory of
thoso illustrious saints—with as wides
gulph between thom a3 betweon Laaw
rus and Dives—compolled to ackoowiedge
the value of, but without any pactaership
in the property, uawarthy and uawilliog
to worship in the same temples i which
they proffered their holy urisoas,sndla
which they sacrificed the adorable @ye-
teries, (unlees perchance desecrated by
the overthrow of both shrine and a'ter)—
they are condemned {0 stand aloof ib &

. } “ Afow words more in sepport o Ko
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