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of a Masonic Temple. It has happened to me not
unfrequently, in the streets of ————, to meet the
most vulgar loafers, with the square and compass
a3 breastping, and under circumstances, that T
would have sank into the earth for shame, had
any one present known that 1 also belonged to the
Masonic Fraternity, This ev'} is acknowledged
byf mostof the Grand Lodgesin the Union,and great
mischie! is prophesied on account of its seckless-
ness in initiations, It has even, not been rarely
seen, that officers of Lodges and Grand Lodges have
absconded, or have been impeached, for emﬁezzlmg
sums of money, belonging to the Lodges,

To what depree the defectin American masonry,
alluded t~, and mony others, are already felt among
American Urethren themselves, heing gradually
appreciated in wider and wider circles, is proved
!)y manifold acknowledzements in the masonie
journals, as well as by the facts that, in all the
States, hundreds and thousands of men and by no
meuns inferior ones, soon after their imtiation
withdraw from lodge life amd remain inactive
spectators for the remainder of their days,

a———

The following beautitu) Ode 18 from the pen of
R. H. Bro. Power of Boston.

‘When darknees veiled the hopes of man,
Then Light with radiant Leams began.
To cheer his clouded way;
In graceful form to soothe his woes,
Then Beatty 10 his vision rose,
In bright and gentle ray.

Immortal order stood confessed,
From farthest East to distant Weat,
In columns just and true;
In faithful Plumb and Level there,
Uniung with the mystic Sguare,
‘The temple brought to view.

Descendimng then from Heaven Most High.
Came Charity, with tearful eye,
To dwell wita feeble man
Ilope whispered peace in brighter skies.
On whith a trusting Fauth relies,
And carth?’s best joys began,

Abroad was seen the boom of Heaven,
Fratemal love was kindly given,
Aund touched each Xindred heart
The sons of Light with transport then,
In kindness to their fellowmen, 3
Unveiled the Myssic Are.

Let grateful pacans loudly rise,
Oer carth?’s domains, to azure skics,
As time shall onward move :
A Brother’s joy and woe shall be,
Undying bouds to mark the free,
To wake a Brother’s love.

ANCIENT DOCUMENT.

The following Masonic Charge, supposed to have
heen writtenin 1505, was kindly translated by
Rev. J. Wilton Kerr, of Clinton, C. W., and our
seaders will see, ag we remarked in our last issue,
that although there may be an error as to the date,
&et the document bears marksof a pastage. Bro.

err has the original manuscriptin his possession,

The reader’s attention is directed to the endors-
ation on the manuscript with the names of the per-
sons said to have been “admitted into the fraternity”
on that occasion, at the close of the Chaige,

The might of the father, with the wisdom of His
most glorious Son, through the goodressofthe Holy
Ghost, three persons in one Godhead, be with. ail
our beginnings, and give us grace so to govern us
in our living, lfx_at we may come to His bliss tha.
never shall have ending.

Good Brethren and Fellows, our purpose is to
tell you how and in what way this craft of Masonr
was begun, and after, how it was founded by
worthy Kings and Princes; and other worshipful
men, And also, to them that be here, we wilrde'-
clare unto them the charze that belongeth to ever
Mason to keep: for if your take heed thereof)it is well

worthy to be kept for a craft and’cutions-science,

There are seven s»veral sciences, of the \\-hich,rwnrlhv work that belongs to bwlding Churches,
it is one of those following:—The firtlis gram=; Temples, Castles, Towers and all other munner of
mar, whichteacheth a man tospeak truly and wiite | buldding. And ke pave them a charse in this
truly. The second is Rheloric, which teachith o, manner—f{irst, they should be true to the King and
a man to speak fair 1n subule terms, The Airdis | to the Lords that they served, and that they shonld
Lagic, which teacheth o defend trath fiom talsn- | love well tozether, ond be truc each one to the
hood. The fourth is JArithmelic, that teacheth other, and call each other his fellow or brother,
accompt and reckon all manner of numbeis, ‘1he | not servant or knave, nor any other foul rame, and
Sifth is Geometry, which teacheth to mete and that they should truly deserve thesr pay o( tho
measurcof the earth,and of tA.s science is Maconry, } Lord their masier they served, and that they should
The sixth is Music, which teacheth song and voice | ordain the wisest of them to be master of the worls,
of songs, orzans, and harps.  The scvrnth s Astron- ; and neither for Jove, nches or favor to set another
omy. which teacheth the course of the Sun and Moon | that hath little conning to be master ot the work,
and other ornaments of the heavens, The seven, whereby the Lord should be evil served, and they
hiberal sciences, which.ba.all by our science, that | ashamed, and also that they should call the gover-
is to say, Geometry. ' nor ot the work, master, the time that they wrought
Thus may 4 man prove thatall the sciences in, wiih him, and many other charges that were too
the world are found by Geom>try , for 1t teacheth | long toiell. And all those he made them swear
measure, ponderation or weight of all manner of | a great oath they used in that time and ordained
earth; and there is no man that worketh of any | for their ressonable pay that they might live
craft, Lot he worketh by some measuie. not no  honesily, ond also that they should come and
man that buys and sells but by measure and weight | assemble together every year, once, and consult
—~—and all thisis Geomelry. "And craftsmen and | best how to serve the Lord for his profit and their
merchants find other ot the said sciences, andjowa worship, and to correet within themselves,
especially plowmen aud tillers of ground, as corn, | him that had trespassed against the craft, and thus
wines, plants, and sellers of Iruits ; for Grammar' was the science grounded there, and that worthy
nor Astronomy, nor ony of the other, can find a | master Fuclid gave it the name of Gecmelry und
man, or mele or measure without Geomelry. | now it s cailed throuzh all this land Musonry.
Wherefore we think that science most worthy that, Lang after, when the childien of Isranl were
findeth all others. ‘Thisscience was first fonnd out , come into the land of promise, King David began
by one Lameth in the 4th of Genesis ; and Lawmeth , the Temple at Jerusalem, which was called Temp-
had two wives, the one called JAda, and the other | kim Dumin, ang he loved well masons and cher-
Selln. By Ada he begot two sons, the one called | 1shed them much and gave them good pay, and he

Jabel, the'other Jubal.  And by the other wife he |
had a son and o daughler ; and these four children
found the begzinning of all crafts in the world,
This Jubal was the eldest sou, and he found 1he
craft of Geomelry, and he parted flocks of sheep in
the fields, and first wrought honse ot stone and tree.
(Gen. 4,) And his brother Jube! found Music of
song, harp, ond organ. The third brother found
Smlti)craﬂ, asof iron and steel, and their sister found
weaving. Those childrendid know that God would
take vengeance for sin, either by fire or water.
Therefore they writ the sciences which they found
10 two mllars of stone, that they might be found
after the finod. The one stone was called marbdle,
that cannot burn with fire : the other was saturns,
and that.cannot drown in the waters.

Qur intent is to tell yon in what manner these
stones were tound, that these sciences were
written. ‘The areat Hermoraynes, $hat was son
unto Cus, and Cus was son unto Sem, which was
son unto Noah, the same Hermoraynes was after-
wards named Hermes, the father of wise men.
He found the two pillars of stone and the sciences
written. These he taught to other men, and at
the making of the Tower of Babylon, there was
Masonry first made much of; and the King of
Babylon, that high Nimroth, was a Mason himself,
and loved the craft, as it is said ; and when the aity
of Nineveh, and other cuties of the East, should
be made, Nimroth, the King of Babylon, sent
thither sixty Masons, at the desire of the King of
Nineveh his cousin, and when sent he them forth,
he gave them a charge in this inanner— hat they
should be true each of them to the other, and that
they should love tsuly together, and serve their
Lord truly for their pay, so that the craft miant
have worship and all that belongs to hum. This
was the firs! fime that ever JMason had charge of
big craft.

Moreover, when Abraham and Sarah bis wife
went into Egypt, be !tausht the scven sciences,
and he had a worthy scholar named ‘Euclid, and
he learned right well, and was master of all the
suven sciences, and in his davsat befell that the
Lards and Estates of that realm had so .nany sons
thet they had gotten, some by their wives and
goma dy other Ladies, and that they had nota
competent maintenance for them wherefore they
made great sorrow ; then the King of the land
called a great council, to know how they might
relieve their children honestly as pentlemen should,
‘under a condition that they would grant me (viz,
Euclid,) a commission that 1 may have power to
rule them honestly, as those of that science ougat
to be, which he granted. Then that worthy clerk

took the Lord’s sons and taught them the science |.

of geometry: for .to work in stone all mannet -of

gave them the charges and manners that he had
tearned of the Egypians, left toem by Euclid,
and other charzes more that you shall have afier-
wards. After the decease of King David, Soloman
his son fimshed the Temple wkich his father had
begun, and he sent for workmen into divers coun-
tries, and gathered together eighty thousand
workers of stone, and were all named masons, and
he chose out of them .three thousand that were
ordained masters and governors ol his work : and
there was a King of another nation which men
called Hiram, 2ad he loved well King Solomon,
and he gave him timber for his work, and he bad
a son called Aynon and he was masier of Geome-
try and a chief master of all his masons, and was
master of all his graving and carving and other
manners of masonry that belongeth to the Temple ;
and this Solomon confirmed both charges znd the
manners that lus father had given to masons, and
thus was that worthy Crait confirined 1n the City
of Jerusalem, and.many other Kingdoms.

Curious craftsmen, travellers into divers coun-
tries, some to learn more craft and cunning. and
some to teach them that hud but the cunning,
and so it befell that there wasa cutions mason .
that was called Nayims Gruius .hat had been at
the bailding of Solomon’s Temide, and was come
into France and there he taught the science of Ma-
sonry, and there was one of the Royal Line catled
Charles Martel, and he was a.man that Inved well
this craft, and he came to this Nayim Graius and
learned of him-the craft, and 100k of him the char-
zes and manners, and afterwards by the Grace of
God he was elected King of France, and when ne
was in this state, he took masans, and did help to
make men masons, and set them to work, and gave
them the charge and the manners that Le had
learned of other wasons confirming them a char-
ter from year to year, to hold their assembly
where they would and thus came the craft into
France,

England all this while was void of masons, un-
tili St. Albans, and in his days the Kings of Eng-
land walled the town that i3 called St Albans.
Now, this St Albon was a worthy Knight aod
Steward to the King’s household, and was governor
of the masons that made the town wall and loved-
them well and cherished -them right much, and ke
made their pay right good (i e) two shillings and
sixpence a week, and three pence to their nom-
fyon, before that time, through all this land a ma-
son took but a penny a day and his meat, -till St
Alban mended 1t, and got them a charter of the
King and counail for to held a general council, and

ave it a name of assembly, and theresat he was
Eimself and helped to make masons and gave them
charges, as you shall hear afterwards. ‘



