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According to t.he directions contained in 1 Tim iii, the Deacon was, required
to ho a man of singular piety, prudence, sobriety, wisdorn, and experieice, who
in ministering the office well, would Ilpurchase to bimself a goo(l degree and
great boldïîes-, in the faith. which is in Christ Jes.,us." Thero aie other
places in scripture in wl'ich allusion is made to the Deacons, but these which
we have mentioned, are the most explicit of any, and are authoritative as they
are clear as to their qualifleations and functions.

It will not be deuiied thiat, according to theso texts, the Deacons were flot,
as a part of their office, to coneern themiseives with the ininistration of the
"lWord of God." For this anothler and different ministry was provided. While
of the eider it wvas requireri that he should ho Ilapt to teaeh," sucli a gift waa
not prescribed as necessatry for the work of the Deacon.

Agrain, it wvill ho acknowledged by ail Preshyterians, that the Deacons were
appointed to administor the a/ms of the faithful te Il widou's," whether to any
other persons. it will be observed that the text doos niot in so nîanv wvords say.

' This only is directly evident, that those wbo arc designated under the terni
IIwidows," had a s1 ecial chaim upon the ministrations of the Deacons. But it
may be asked, Was this ail the work that the Deacons had to dO? We say,
that the text speaks for itself, and from it we must find out whiat further tliey had
to dIo, the doing, of' which would have been a great burden to the Iltwelve,"
and a hinderance to, their preaching the IlWord of God," and which, as a mat-
ter of course, the Deacons ouglit to do in every wvell organised Churclb.

Some wvii1 say at once and without hesitation, that the l)eacons had the gene-
rai Church poor to attend to. Tbis we acknowledge ; but it will ho noted that
the tcxt only speaks of Il widows," and says nothing about any othor poor or ncedy
persons. That thecy were appointed to attend to the wants of the general poor,
is, therefore, a matter of inference and history, and not of positive staternent.
Let us thien for a moment look at the grounds of this inference, and soe if it
will not Îliveus a vet more compreheusive view of the Deacons work than. that
of attendingy to tue general poor.

It wiil bc seen by turnin1g to Act-, vi., 2, that the complaint of the Greciang?
was that their widows were îîeudected I in the daily mi-tiisircitioîis." if thien,
we eau discover by anv process of investigation what "lMte daily ministrations"
were, we shall corne ait tho, work which the De:îcons had to do. For this pui-pose
we wvould refer the reader to Acts iv, 35, wlhere it is said that the prices of the
things whiclÎ were sold were brought, "and laid down at the Aposties' feet, and
distribution uqs made unio every man according as he ad need." This distribul-
tion is, i1oubtless, Iliat wihich is sp)oken of as Ilte dadly ministrations" which
the Aposties had probably given ini charge to some of the Jerusaein couverts,
and whose partiality as regards their widows was impugned by the G-rrecians.
These IIdailv ministrations" wcre, therefore, made fromi the treasury of t hohu reh
-from the a/ms that were"I laid at the Apostiles' feet," as the representatives and
teach)erscf tie Chutreli. This ftnd, lot it bc noted, wvas non e other than the free-wvili
offeriugs of the faithfutl to the Chiurchl, committed to the AIposties for distribu-
tion, "accordin'g as every mnan hiad ncied." Nor was this a more temiporary
source of income. The amdiunt poured into the treasury, it is true, was unus;ual,
but the free-will offcrings, of which thiese are exampies, continued la the Apos-
tolical age to bo the source, and the only source, of the Cburch's incorne. Trhe
Church of these days hiai], thercfore, nothing but ci/ms for hier revenue; and nowhiere
in the New Testament is any other method of contribution inculcated thani thst
of free and cheerful gifts. Il While it remained wvas it not thine own," is what the
Church, through the Aposties, says to every member rcgarding bis property of
whatever kind. The New Testament Chiurch asks no tithe; it accepta w'th
gladness the widows' mite, and does not think the thousands of the wealthy tO


