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It is indeed remarkable how young
men will take advantage of circum-
stances. During our pleasant trip down
the St. Lawrence river with four hund-
red Kansar-, we noticed that as the
boat started to shoot a rapid these
young wen insisted in having the young
ladies stand on.low stools and 1o guard
against falling when a cruel wave would
strike the boat, each young man encircl-
ed the waist of a young lady, the more
cruel the wave the closer the encircling
arm, and the boat often rode out on
placid waters, the rapids far behind yet
the arms were still doing duty and the
young ladies oblivious of wave, rapids
or calm.  The young men and young
ladies all said sweet are the rapids of
the St. Lawrence.-—7%e Qricnt.

To the fraternity of the great State
of Pennsylvania belongs the credit of
being the pioneer in establishing a pure-
ly Masonic home.

F. AL Reed, Past Grand Commander
of the Kuights Templar of Virginia,
and Grand Scenior Warden of the Grand
Lodge, committed saicide \ugust 23,
at Alexandria by shooting himself
through the head.  The cause of the
suicide was mental depression superin-
duced by ill heatth.

The AHoston  Ldeas, in speaking of
Boston Commandery, says it is the
< oldest in the warld,” e¢te.  ‘This claim
of antiquity is questioned by Sir E. T
Schultz, of Baltimore,” in a letter to the
Aansas  Freemason, [rom which the
foillowing letter is tiken:  “Upaon the
evidence of the Archibald Dobbin let-
ter which you quote in your letter,
Marvland Commandery was instituted
in the year 1790, and as no other com-
mandery has produced proofs of as
early a date of organization its mem-
bership boldly claim that it is the old-
est existing body of Knights Templar
inthe world."—AZasonic Opinion, 11 ash-
ington.

What is the length of the active Ma-
sonic life ot the average brother? We
have glanced over the subscribers’ list
of the Freemason for the past 14 years
and find that the brother who aspires
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to be a W. M. takes a living interest in
craft work for only seven years, and
that a brother who gets to be a D. 1.
(. M. or some minor G. L. office de-
votes about 10 years to Masonic mat-
ters.  We find also that the average £,
M. ceases to be an active worker after
he has been two years out of the chair,
and P DL DGl MUs are only oceasion-
ally heard of after five. Ot course, we
are only stating what our lists prove
and would like some better posted
brother to take up this intcresting study
of Masonic statistics. — Frecmason.

The Scottish Rite in this city and in
Los.\ngeles is recerving largeaccessions
this yeer from the more prominent and
appreciative brethren. A much greater
favor would result were the fees in Cali-
fornia the same as in other States.
The fees in California are $180.  Jiise-
where they are $8o to 110, Perhaps
they are worth more here, but we think
the era of small sales and big prices is
antique.—Zrestle Hoard,

The Minnesota Grand Lodge passed
the following constitutional amend-
ment: “Any Lodge which shall know-
ingly receive or retain any man who
da’ly or habitually uses malt or dis-
tilled liquors or opinm to excess, or
who possesses any habit which has a
tendeney to impair one’s mental or
phasical condition, or who has gained
admittance through misrepresentation
as Lo age or occupation, or is engaged
or shall hereafter engage in the busi-
ness of saloonkeeper or bartender,
shall, on satislactory proof, be deprived
of its charter by the Grand Lodge, if
in session, or by the Grand Master if
not in session.”

Itis estimated that Masonry in North
Amwerica receives in fees and dues about
$4,500,000 per annum.

FOREIGN.

The Masonic Chronicle of England
names fifty members of the House cf
Commons who are Freemasons.

The Grand Secretary of the Grand

Iodge of England receives a salary of
$5.000 a year.



