
GRAND MÀSONIO CELERRATION AT HAMILTON.

,our ritual and by aur lectures, made,
~when first imparted ta me, a deep and
a lasting impression upon my then
young and idealistio mind, Eam,1
nevertheless, fully cognizant of the
fact, that while hionestly endcavoring
to fulffil my duty as a Mason, I have
often and repeatedly failedl te per-
form. the saine.

The brethren of Grand Lodge,
however, have not ouly been pleasedl
ta cast over those failures the broad
rnantle of a Mason'@ charity, but they
have actually, ini a most Munificent
narnier, rewarded the performances

of sacredl duties,-of .duties which
,every Mason is .qe!cxr.y bound ta
perform.

Nothing, my brethren, could induce
me te unremitting activity in aur Ma-
souce bee-hive, than this evidence of
forbearance and generosity of Grand
Lodge.

You have been pleased te mention
tho year 18a58, as that in which I firat
attended Girand Lodge. That com-
munication was net only eventful, as
te myseif personally, as it brought,
me fram the narrow limits of private
lage matters, into the wide sphere of
Grand Lodge affairs; it~ was aise one
of the Most eventful ailà important ini
the chronolagy of Grand Lodge, sinice
on that occasion the amalgamation of
the two grand Masonic bodies in the
-old Province of Canada svas s0 hap-

fpuly effected.
Grand Lodge, as you are aware,

when estt6bIished, in 185n, did noi
obtain the unanimaus approval of ai
the Masons residing within its juris-
diction; on the contrary, a consider-
able nuraber of brethren nat anly re-
fused te join, but actually formedaa
direct opposition.

* On the part of Grand Lodge, every
peaceful *effort was, madle ta reconcile
these dissenting brethren; the ser-vices
of brethren of eminence from sister

* Grand Lodges were secured, and
nobly did they work in their endeavors
We bring about the desiredl resuit.
correspondence was extensively car-
ried, on; 'hope for an early settlement

of existing differences was increasing.
When suddenly that cerrespondenco
was broken off, and those dissenting
brethren formne an opposition Gran&t
Lodge. 'Yet, notwithstanding this
serions act, ejarnest efforts were macle
te revive the correspondance, andI.
they were crowned with success. la~
the short .space of about six monthg,
the requisite arrangements for a
amalgamation were completed, the
newly-foiedi Grand Lodge was dis-
solved, and those ?brethren whe hai.
composed the samie, were admitteil
into Grand Lodge, and there receiveit.
ini the Most fraternal. manner.

And if, brethren, we remember
that the Masonic sohism in England,
which had produced twe Grandt
Lodges, iasted nearly a century, thaf
it was only healed in December.
1813, by an amalgamation of those
twa Grand Lodges, tbrough the
earnest labors cf those two brotherg,
the Duke of Sussex and the Dake of
Reut, we may justly say that the
amalgamation. of the then existing
two Gràa Lodges in the oa Pro-
vince of canada, and the happy
union effeetedl on the memorable l4th
day of July, 1858, was an eventful
and important day in the hietory of
the Grand Lodge'of Canada.

That Grand Liodge did se consider
the samne, was amply demonstrateid,
by the faot that honorary ranle was
conierred upon those eminent i'reth-
rèn who took a mast active part ln
bringingaboutthedesired union. The
rank of Past Grand Master was cou-
ferredl upon M.W. Bro. Pbilip Tueker,
Graùçd Master of the Grand Lodge of
'Vermônt; M. W. Bro. H. T. Bachue,
Jast Grand Master, of the Grand.
Lodge o' Michigan; B. W. Brau.
Thomas D. Harington, and Thomas
G. Rident, Past Provincial Masters of
the Grand Lodge of England, andl
B.W. 13ro. W. O. Stephens; while tho
rank of Past Deputy-Grand Master
was conferred upon M.- W. Bro. Rob
Morris, the Dteputy-Grand Master of
the Grand Lodge of Kentuokty, now
the PQet-Laurate of Freemasonzy.


