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As we have pointed out on a number of occasions, the
introduction of capital is what is needed, and nothing
should be done in any way to deter capitalists from
investing.

But there is something required on the part of cap-
italists themselves, especially those hailing from the old
country. English capital in the Northwest has not in
every instance turned out well for the investors, because
of mismanagement on the part of those employed in
looking after it. The country was not to blame for this
and it may be the same in British Columbia unless care
is taken. The first thing the capitalist has to do is to
make sure of the man or men he employs to report upon
the mines. The next is to engage only thoroughly
practical men to look after its development.

The Americans do this, and as a result their invest-
ments in the Kootenay have turned out to be profitahle.
Before they put their money into a venture they know
pretty well what they are putting it into, and when they
have invested they make sure by employing only prac-
tical experienced men that their properties will be worked
to the best advantage.

We make these remarks because we know there are
men here who pose as experts,—who profess to know
more than tney really do and who are simply looking
out for chances to make a haul out of the first moneyed
man who turns up.

There should be an association composed of thorough
and practical men and membership should only be
granted to those who can give undoubted evidence of
their ability and honesty in dealing with mining matters.
How many so-called experts are there here who have
no real claim to be considered anything of the sort?
Let these men get hold of a capitalist and advise him to
his loss and the harm they will do to the whole com-
munity is incalculable. There are too many in British
Columbia looking after ‘‘soft snaps’’ and we warn cap-
italists against such individuals. A little careful en-
quiry on their part is all that is necessary. But an
association such as we have suggested would be an
extra safeguard which we, having the interests of the
mining industry at heart, would like to see established.
There is nothing of the sort, as we would like to see it,
at present in existence,

The people of Rossland have resolved to postpone in-
corporation, or rather there was so little interest shown
in the matter by the Property owners of the town, that
it was resolved to drop it for the present. This, it ap-
pears to us, is a mistake. Incorporation cannot now
take place until January, 1898 and long before then the
people will probably regret that they did not go in for
self-government.

The various departments which we organized 1 C‘;
nection with the RECORD are keeping us busy, bu 5
do not grudge the trouble and expense, as Ouf,e e
are only aiding in the development of mining 1
Province and will ultimately be of benefit to ours®

The “‘enquiry department’’ brings us letters froﬂliﬂg
quarters asking for information, and in the “Pur.c 3di9
department,’’ by supplying parties in the mining b
tricts with the catalogues of the best makers OF 0
sides of the line, we consider we are placing most * N
able information in the hands of our mine owners:
one need hesitate to write to us, as we will be o8 } s
glad to afford any information or assistance in ouf P
to mining men, free of cost.
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In this way we make the M1NING RECORD help
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I am pleased to see so many here to-night. At W ¢

minster last night there was a fair attendance 2
Victoria throughout the series there has been 2 e
attendance. The Minister of Mines, I may say, . i
pleased with the success of these lectures. I bel® of
is the intention ot the Provincial Government, i rzuii‘
nition of the interest that has been taken, to 018 .
next season a series of classes. It has not Yet.uteﬂ'
made known where these classes will be held, the? w'ill
tion being to take up the subject in such a way 2° g
enable the prospector and mining man to follow %
work that has been outlined in these lectures. o

The subject which I have to treat upon is rathid vy
enlargement of that which has been so ably han_dl of
Mr. Carlyle. In introducing myself I would givé g
to understand that I am unaccustomed to Iectuﬂ"g'fro”
should I make any of the little mistakes expect€? _sef
a new hand, I hope you bear with me. With this "Lsg'ﬂ‘
standing I will try to make the subject as intef 30
and profitable as is in my power. We know that %id
object in coming here is to gather information, 50 dﬂt
to-night to give what information I can in a manf® ,#
all may understand it. If there should be an}’,"’:ﬁy [
more advanced than his neighbor, he might kif¢>;
his notes pass and assist the other to pick up 387t
I may have to say. It is no doubt a great $€€



