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PRO0ESS OF MNAKING9 ICE IN TVIE EAST MNIES.

Natural ice is never seen in the warmnest parts of that country. To procure ice bey
artificial meanls, they di-, on a larg-e openl Plain, not far fromn Calcutta, threce or f)tur pits
about thirry feet square, and twio feet deep e.:h, the botton of whici they cover about
eigirt inches or a foot thiek with sutr cane or the stemsq of the large Indian Corn, dried.
On this bed are placed, in rows, a 1.,iniber of srall, shallow, îingliazed earthenr pars,
foriedI of a very porous oarth, a quarter of an inch thiek, aMd auIt an inch and a
quarter deep, which, at the d]usk of evening, they fill with soft water that ha9 been hoiled
in tire morning before sunrise. the ice makers attend the pits, aid colleet what is fin zii
in laskets, which they conivey to the place (if preservation. This is genierally prepat ed
on some high, dry situation by sinkiig a pit fiorteen or fifteei feet deep, lining it first
with straw, and then witi a coarse kiid of lalketing. 'ie ice is deposited iii thiis pit,
and beat down with ratimers, till its owi accumiulated cold again freezes it, and ihrims
onre solid mass. 'l'ie imouth of the pit is well secured frot the exierior air with SttLw
and blankets, ani a thaitched roof is thrown over the whole The quantit.y of ice formred
by the nethod above described depends on a ligit atinosphiere, anrrd clear soiere weatiher.
Three hundred persons are empilyed in this operation in rie place.

At first sight this eurious proress nay appear to be an effect of evaporation: but this
is not the case; for it is renarkable that it is esseritial to its success that the straw in
which the vesqels are placed siould Ie dry, wherears if evapioration were ei ncerned it the
conrgelation, vetting the straw wmuild promote it. Wien the straw becomes wet by acci-
dent, it is obiged to ie replace(d by dry straw.

Tbe earth ib eominruýdly hinrrsrg heat by radiation, and it )oses most on clear, starlight
nights, wien there are n CI.uds to irter.'eept aid send 'hack the rays of heat. Tie
straw like ail filamentrois substancês, is a goo-,d radiator of calorie, and it is in cntre-
queice of the ieat that is thus giteri out by it. itnto space on clear Iiiglts that the ice is
fornt.d. Wien the weather is winidy anid cloudy the effect dues not take place.-Aieri-
can Druggists' Circul«r.

TiE IRoN TRADE.-As to the groîwti of' American iron manufactures, the Pennsylva-

"Sirice 1848, the consumption of that article in the Unitei States has augnented in
an unprecedented imannrier. Tie consuimption of foreign iron, and manuîrrtifaîctures of iron,
whici previous to 1848 never rached, in any one yiear, the valie of 89,000,000, aimtîounrit-
ed in 1850 to $15,600,000 ; in 18i56 to nearly 20,000,000. On the otier hand, tihe do-
mestie production (if pig iron made very c.nsiderable progress. Froin 1852, wien it
anounted to 500,000 tons, it ro.se to 1,000,000 tons in 18.56. 'rire domrestic maurfaciture
of rail-road iron has as y t onîly reacied about ore-ialf of our arnnuail requirenents.
Brut, considering that eleve nyears agir we maie nt rails at all, this result must ie regar-
ded as exceedingly encouraging. 'l'ie valie tif domestic manrfactires of wrrorghit i -''n
of every description amounted ini 1840 to $12,800,000 ; it. 1850 to $22,600,000 ; in 1855
to S28,300,000."

STE.1 WAGoN.-In the coure of the present week it is expected that the steam wagon
in course of costruction at Sacramento Ciry vwill be readvy for the trial trip. As we have
already stated, ajoint stock company has ieeni organized for the construction rf several
of tiese wagons, to be placed on different routes in varirus parts of the State. Every une
who has seen the operation of tlhe mo lel steam wagon nust have been convinrced of its
utility.-San Francisco Globe, July £0.

A NoVEL COMrBn.T.-We witireesed an interesting combat between a fox and a snorw-
goose, and concluded the latter was the victor frot the advantage which flight gave it
over his enemy, who sougit tie his, the otier daring witii great imurpetun.eity aiid rratk-
ing furious onblaughts <ion him from time t. time to comri lrete bis victory.-Dr. As mnt.'on:/s
Personal .Narrative of' the Discovery of the .M>rth W'e ihafge.

ANaTiHER ATTEMPT AT VEA CULTURE.-Mr. Forrtut.', mwho hias been employed for anum-
ber of years in Cii., by the Earst 1, dia (IltnI C «mpany, as been requres.tel iy thie Paterrt Office
to mtarke selectiorns of the tea plrnt rrd other seeds frr inîtroduing into ire United S teos.
IIe w'il probably ecompaty his selectin.rrs to this coitry, f..r the purpose of selctrrg

Sthi e priper localities in which to oiimienree threse experimrents.
More than 60,000 of the Inudian population of Bolivia have died of the yellow fever.


