
6 INTRODUCTION.

they -relate of Indian History, and most of them are still filling

the minds of children and youth, with imperfect ideas. I have

read many of the Histories, and have longed to see refuted the

slanders, and blot out the dark pictures which the historians

have wont to spread abroad concerning us. May I live to see

the day when it may be done, for-most deeply have I learned

to blush for my people.

I thought, at first, of only giving a series of Indian Biogra-

phies, but without some knowledge of the government and re-

ligion of the Iroquois, the character of the Indians could not

be understood or appreciated.

I enter upon the task with much distrust. It is a difficult

task at all times to speak and to write in foreign language, and

I fear I shall not succeed to the satisfaction of myself, or to

my readers.

My title will not be so attractive to the American ears, as if

it related to any other unknown people. A tour in Arabia,

or Spain, or in India, or some other foreign country, with far

less important and interesting material, would secure a greater

number of readers, as we are always more curious about things

afar off.

I might have covered many pages with " Indian Atrocities,"

but these have been detailed in other histories, till they are

familiar to every ear, and I had neither room nor inclination

for even a glance at war and its dark records.

THE AUTHOR.


