
WHAT WILL HE SAY

What will Sir Wilfrid Laurier say 
when he hears that his staunch sup­
porters in the provincial legislature 
have voted for the Immigration Bill? 
Mr. Ralph Smith said in the House 
of Commons that he 
with the 
Mr. Robert 
mildly as a sucking dove," and for­
got all about his projected Boston tea- 
party in his satisfaction at the 
status In quo; Mr. Galliher and Mr. 
Duncan Ross found no cause of com­
plaint; Mr. Sloan and Mr. Kennedy 
preserved a silence that could be 
heard clear across the continent; Mr. 
Templeman was, of course, in har­
mony with his chief; Everything 
looked lovely; the Silence of the two 
B. C. members named did not break 
the harmonious chorus of approval. 
But, alas, for the vanity of human ex­
pectations! Mr. J. A. Macdonald and 
ail his clan have declared as one man 
for restrictive legislation. They do 
not want what their leader at Ot­
tawa calls friendly understandings. 
Equally with 
want legislative 
week the federal Premier told the 
country that the issue between the 
Liberals and Conservatives was this: 
The former are satisfied with a friend­
ly understanding; the 
legislative action, 
sion when an opportunity was offerel 
them to vote, the British Columbia 
Liberals declared themselves in favor 
of the Conservative side of the

“We place ourselves confidently 
in the Judgment, not only of the peo­
ple of Canada entirely, but of those of 
British Columbia," said 
Minister.
Jumbia
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On the first occa-
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the Prime 
The people of British Co- 

have expressed themselves 
through their representatives and Sir 
Wilfrid has his answer. What will he 
say about it?

A TIMID IMPERIALIST
Mr. Harold Begbie's observations in 

the London Daily Chronicle 
what he calls the Americanization of 
Canada are attracting quite as much 
attention as they call for. We might 

, Pae3 them by simply as the story of
a sort of nightmare, __
Amiable, yet timid Imperialist has 
been a victim, if it were not that we 
find them widely quoted in the Uni­
ted States and treated as though they 
offered evidence that 
was getting ready to fall into the ever 
open arms of the Republic. Mr. Beg- 
bie is so much alarmed about the 
future that he would like to see an 
e?°™t to se“> the,sturdy sons',
of England upon the hillsides of that 
lair land and keep them from1 wan­
dering off to this ungrateful country. 
The idea of breaking up England in­
to small farms and placing the sons 
of the soil upon them as landowners 
Is not a bad one by any ..manner of 
means, but if Mr. Begble hopes to be 
able to stop the emigration of Britons 
to Canada or anywhere else, we fear 
he is two or three thousand years too 
late to look for any great degree of 
success. The British people are af­
fected with what one of the North­
west pioneer newspaper men used to 
call, the wandering foot.”. The ut­
termost parts of the world are ' ever
voice* t0 them and they heed the 

But what is it

as to

of which an

the Dominion

„ , „ thàt Mr. Begbie
feare. He came to Canada and spent 
a few weeks in the country in the 
course of which he journeyed from 
ocean to ocean, saw much and met a 
good many people. His journeying 
was a revelation to him, and if he has 
not been able to take it all in, 
has plenty of company. We who are 
on the ground are not quite as clear
“ W°,UllUk® to be aE to how the 
destiny of the Empire will be work- 
ed out. We are only clear on one 
point namely, that it will not be 
Canada’s fault If the Dominion ceases
Rr>«La^Part of.the realms of the 
British Crown. As for the develop- 

°t a national temperament here 
which may resemble that of the peo­
ple of the United States more than It 
does that of the people of England, we 
have only to say that national charac- 
ter is developed by the physical 
characteristics of a country, and as the 
ï“®r are V* \ very considerable de- 

f'%? ln Canada and the United 
States, the characteristics . 
pie in both countries muât 
be somewhat similar. But 
nothing in this that need 
most timid Imperialist.
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THE PREMIER’S DUTY.

cle of Friday last 
of the Bowser Bill 
trinsic value, asks if

on the reservation 
possesses in-

ZFisr** -,We bave triea to deaiwith this question with absolute fair­
ness and to answer every reasonable 
question that may be asked. We had 
fully considered what the World asks 
before writing the article referred to.

w® f<dt logically bound to take the 
step which the World mentions we 
would unhesitatingly have done so, 
but we were unable to see that such a 
duty rested upon Mr. McBride. Let us 
again say that the Canadian Nippon 
contract has no bearing whatever upon 
the constitutional question. We have 
not discussed it in any aspect what­
ever. Naturally this contract looms 
large in the public eye, but if 
to understand the constitutional ques­
tion and Mr. McBride's duty under the 
circumstancee created by the reserva­
tion, we must free our minds from any 
prejudice to which the contract refer­
red to might, give rise. The question 
In our view resolved itself into this:

Is every erroneous conception by a 
lieutenant-governor of his authority 
under hie instructions necessarily such 
an infringement upon popular rights 
that he should be removed from office?

If the answer to this question must 
be in the affirmative it would have 
been necessary for us to follow up the 
article of Friday last ln the way the 
World suggests, hut as we could not 

-reach the conclusion that the answer 
ought to be an affirmative

we are

:

. , one, we
contented ourselves with stating what 
seemed incontrovertible under the best 
authorities on constitutional practice.

It appears to us that if a provincial 
premier felt the circumstances of any
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Uhc Colonist. case arising out of such a misconcep­
tion were such as to render it desir­
able that a lieutenant-governor should 
be removed, it would be his duty to 
inform His Honor of that fact and see 
what would happen next. The remov­
al of a lieutenant-governor for an act 

i which his ministers cannot defend is 
an extreme crisis in provincial admin­
istration and we must ask to be ex­
cused from endeavoring to say 
until It arrives, how such a crisis 
should be dealt with. It is to be as­
sumed that Mr. McBride does not con­
sider that the Lieutenant-Governor has 
done anything which would justify him 
in asking for his dismissal. If any 
member of the legislature thinks other­
wise, there are many methods by which 
he can secure an expression of opinion 
from the legislature. If that opinion 
should be against Mr. McBride he 
would have to choose between resign­
ing and giving effect to the views of 
the House. If it supported Mr. McBride 
the incident would be closed as far as 
he is concerned.

THE CASE REVIEWED.
The reservation of the Bowser Bill 

created no surprise and evoked very 
little comment at the time. No one ex­
pected that the Dominion government 
would permit the measure to go into 
operation, and most people, who
thought about the matter at all, were 
inclined to thg view that it was bet­
ter that the Bill should not become 
law than that It should find a place on 
the statute only to be struck out a 
month or two later. By its passage 
the legislature had renewed its protest 
against Asiatic immigration, and that 
was all that was intended in the first 
instance. The incident would have 
passed out of public notice, and, in 
fact, had done so, when .certain 
Inent members of the Liberal party 
endeavored to lead the people to think 
that the reservation of the Bill was 
due to Mr. McBride’s advice, and with 
what we shall only characterize as 
great irregularity, although a much 
stronger term could be very justly em­
ployed, made public an official tele­
gram from the Secretary of State to 
the Lieutenant-Governor, and under­
took to repeat a part of a private con­
versation between the former and the 
provincial Premier. Discussion was at 
once precipitated. We- shall not en­
deavor to epitomize what others said, 
but shall confine ourselves to the po­
sition taken by this paper. We con­
tented ourselves with an attempt to 
demonstrate that, wherever the re­
sponsibility might lie, it could not be 
upon Mr. McBride’s shou^Jers, for the 
act of the Lieutenant-Governor in 
such a case must be construed to be 
the act of a Dominion official under 
Instructions, and for these instructions 
the provincial Premier could 
held responsible?. As far as we re­
member the Colonist was the only 
paper in Canada, and the question was 
discussed by the press of every prov­
ince in the Dominion, which took this 
position, which is now the attitude of 
every one, and has been shown by un­
questionable authority to be the cor­
rect understanding of the constitu­
tional practice. No one now seriously 
contends that Mr. McBride is in any 
sense whatever responsible for the 
reservation.

prom-

THE UNIVERSITY. .

The measure introduced by Dr. 
Young does not say anything about 
the site of the proposed British Co­
lumbia University. It is well that the 
constitution of the proposed institu­
tion should be settled by the Legis­
lature without importing into the dis­
cussion any consideration of the place 
where it is to be established. At the 
same time the question of site cannot 
be long postponed, and it seems timely 
to say a few words upon that point. 
Naturally The Colonist favors the se­
lection of Victoria, and perhaps 
can hardly take an unbiased view of 
the case, but there are certain con-_ 
sidérations which appear to us to make 
it very desirable in the interests of 
the institution that it should be lo­
cated here.

Among them is the question of cli­
mate. No one pretends to question 
Victoria’s claim to having the best 
climate of any city in Canada. Our 
freedom from extremes of heat or 
cold is remarkable. There is no part 
of British Columbia, except it be some 
Of'the islands in the Gulf of Georgia, 
which can boast such equable tem­
perature as is enjoyed by the Saanich 
Peninsula, and especially the southern 
part of it. In addition ,we have less 
precipitation than any other part of 
the provincial coast, iflld this is of 
itself a matter of importance in con­
nection with an institution where thou­
sands of youths will make their tem­
porary homes, and spend years in 
which out-of-door life will play a very 
prominent part. It would be singu­
larly unfortunate if a choice of loca­
tion should be made which would give 
the students of the - University any­
thing less than the best which the 
province can offer in the way of cli­
matic advantages.

It is established that Victoria is al­
ready looked upon by educationalists 
and parents as the best place for the 
location of private schools. Within a 
few months one large private school 
has been removed from Vancouver to 
this city, and the reason, doubtless, 
is that, in the opinion of people who 
have sons to send to. school, this city 
possesses exceptional advantages. Vic­
toria is exceptionally situated as the 
future site of a great educational in­
stitution. No matter how prominent 
the city may become in a commercial 
way, the natural contour oUthe coun­
try is such that a; large university 
could be so located that it would be 
a thing apart from commercial 
tivity and yet be near enough to the 
social and domestic life of the city. 
It could be placed where it would have 
all the advantages of spacious grounds 
and access to the water, apd yet never 
be likely to be ’built about with com­
mercial or industrial establishments, 
or be cut off from aquatic privileges. 
No one will venture to dispute' the 
proposition that there are within easy 
reach of the centre of the city sites 
for a university which would be ideal, 
and cannot be duplicated in any other 
part of the province.

It is desirable that the University 
shall be located in an educational 
centre. For some years the British 
Columbia University will not—have a 
very long roll of students, not suffi­
cient of itself to make the place where 
it may be located distinctively edu­
cational. Victoria is already such a 
centre, the strongest centre of the kind 
in the province, and its position in 
that respect is daily growing more im­
portant. Place the University here, 
and the city will become conspicuous 
all over the country, in an educational 
way. There would be no division of 
interest between localities. We would 
have here a University surrounded by 
high-class private schools, and to the 
city would be attracted youth from 
all parts of the Northwest coast, and 
even from the prairie provinces. If 
we divide our educational establish­
ments, if we have the collegiate, uni­
versity and other private schools here 
and the University somewhere else, 
we will not be able to claim for the 
province that it has in one place all 
the facilities for giving an education 
from the elementary branches, with 
the advantages of what in England is 
called public school training, up to 
post-graduate course. In a new coun­
try like qurs, there will be an increas­
ing number of parents who would like 
to have their children educated amid 
the best available surroundings; that 
is, surroundings that are not to be 
looked for in thehundreds of new 
places that will be occupied during the 
next half century. Pioneer life in-this 
province is different from what it has 
been 4 in the other provinces. The 
plon*rs are largely men and women 
of education, who will in hundreds of 
cases desire to have their children edu­
cated under conditions that cannot be 
expected to prevail in newly-formed 
communities. Young boys and girls 
will be sent to Victoria in greater 
numbers every year to receive ele­
mentary education at private schools. 
This is no reflection upon our com­
mon school system’ It is simply the 
recognition of a set of facts that can­
not be disputed. In this way our city 
is assured of a very prominent place 
in an educational way, and we submit 
that this of itself constitutes an ex­
cellent reason why the University 
ought to be placed here. If it is, the 
province will be able, |n ! the course 
of a very few years, to boast of the 
finest education centre in all Western 
Canada, if not upon the whole Pacific 
Coast.

We do not propose to deal with this 
interesting subject at all exhaustively 
this morning, but simply to bring up 
the question of the site, and place 
on record a claim on behalf of Vic­
toria. The Institution can only be in 
one place. Every one wants to have 
It in the best place. We do not believe 
there is any place which can make 
out as good a case as Victoria, and we 
wish to add that the question is not 
merely a temporary one In the settle­
ment of which Immediate financial 
assistance ought to play a dominant 
role. The decision when made will be 
for all time, practically speaking. 
Therefore it should be made upon those 
considerations which are permanent In 
their character.

we
not be

The discussion had not proceeded 
far until Mr. Mackenzie King, in the 
course of his investigations, brought 
to light the Wellington Collieries con­
tract with the Canadian-NIppon com­
pany. Immediately the batteries of 
the Liberal press were turned from 
Mr. McBride upon the Lieutenant- 
Governor, and with extreme violence of 
language he was charged with having 
exercised the power of reservation to 
satisfy his personal ends. In this cry 
the Colonist refused to join. It refused 
to discuss the Lieutenant-Governor at 
all in connection with the matter, for, 
as it pointed out over and over again, 
he had not yet had an opportunity of 
being heard on the subject. Moreover 
the last thing which the Colonist de­
sires to discuss is the sécret motives 
of any one. These are necessarily 
matters of inference only. During the 
discussion of the constitutional ques­
tion which arose out of the action of 
Lieutenant-Governor Mclnnes, not 
only did the Colonist refuse . to join 
with those who insisted in dragging 
his possible motives into the question, 
but it plainly told its political friends 
that they made a mistake m attempt­
ing to mix up such considerations 
with ah important constitutional ques­

tion. The burden of thts.’igtruggle fell 
upon the Colonist, and we had the 
satisfaction of securing a triumphant 
popular endorsement of our. position at 
the general election.

The Colonist had insisted that the 
Ottawa authorities must assume the 
responsibility for the -reservation of 
the Bowser Bill, and to meet this the 
Prime Minister of Canadtf was asked 
in Parliament if the government had 
advised reservation, to which he 
plied in the negative. In due course 
the Lieutenant-Governor’s report was 
laid before Parliament, and from this 
it appeared that he had acted without 
specific instructions, at least he did 
not say that he acted in pursuance of 
such instructions. All the evidence 
being in, it was time to express an 
opinion, and The Colonist said that in 
its opinion a case of extreme necessity 
had not arisen to justify His Honor in 
reserving the Bill without specific in­
structions. We do not think thio 
position has been successfully ques­
tioned.

ac-

re-

Mr. Hawthornthwalte gave notice of 
a resolution, the terms of which Were 
such that the Premier very properly 
objected that it was out of order, and 
Mr. Speaker so held.: From some of 
the language used by Mr. Speaker, it 
might have been inferred, but we wish 
it to be understood that we do not 
think such an inference warranted, 
that there might be a doubt as to" the 
right of the Legislature to express 
itself upon the construction put upon 
the constitution by any person or 
body of persons. From such a sug­
gestion, which seems to meet with 
some support, The Colonist absolutely 
dissents. The right is not one with 
which the courts have anything what­
ever to do. It is not a question of 
statutory construction. It is a part of 
the essential right of self-government, 
whieh is the birthright of every British 
subject. There is no power in the 
British Empire which has the right to 
close the lips of the representatives of 
the people when they wish to express 
an opinion as to the constitutionality 
of any administrative act, nor have the 
people of British Columbia 
dered to the Ottawa government their 
power to say whether or not a Lieuten­
ant-Governor has acted constitution­
ally. The contention that, if the Ot­
tawa government does not object to 
the manner in which a Lieutenant- 
Governor exercises his functions as a 
Dominion official, the Provincial Legis­
lature must stand dumb, cannot be 
sustained by even the ghost of an 
argument, and is based upon an en­
tire misconception of the fundamental 
principles of constitutional 
ment.

surren-

govern-

The resolution which Mr. Oliver pro­
poses to move has no bearing what-

- ■ "*

,•5

VICTORIA SEM1-WKEKLY COLONIST

y
/a777T—

V

VICTORIA, BX, VICTORIA.B.C

SOME NEW NOVELTIES
IN MISSION DECORATIVE FURNITURE PIECES THAT ARE PLEASING

HERE IS A CHARM in these Mission Furniture Novelties that’s pecu­
liar. The simple, yet artistic, lines, the quaintness of the decora­
tions in the way of rhymes or fittings and their genuine usefulness 

seem to give to these pieces a worth unusual. Their superior decorative 
qualities combined with their great usefulness makes them specially desir­
able. For den furnishing, they are particularly suitable.

We have always appreciated the usefulness of these novelty pieces, and 
have stocked at all times a fine assortment of these charming efforts, but the 
showing at present is, if anything, better than before. An interesting half 
hour can be spent looking over these and other Mission Furniture 
show. Both furniture floors—3rd and 4th—contain many interesting pieces, 
and you are welcome to come in.

T

now on

Desks, Screens, 
Chairs, Seats, 

Hall Mirrors

Corner Seats, 
Dinner Gongs 
Pipe Racks,

s

Etc. m
/
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JUST A FEW OF THE MANY INTERESTING OFFERINGS
JARDINIERE STANDS, in mission, finely 

finished, at, each 
JARDINIERE STAND, in mission, $3.50 
JARDINIERE STAND, in early English

oak  ................................ ..........................$5.50
TABÜURETTE, in mission, two sizes, at,

each, $4.00 and......................................$3.00
BOOK RACK, Mi mission, has three shelves,' 

finished in first class style, at, each $2.50 
MAGAZINE RACK—A three-shelf rack in

MAGAZINE STAND—In early English 
' oak. Another very handsome style. This 

one has four shelves and is finished in 
best manner

$1.50

$14.00
MAGAZINE STAND AND WRITING 

CABINET—This is a combined magazine 
stand and writing desk. Has two shelves
for magazines or books..................

MAGAZINE STAND—A four-shelf stand 
in early English oak at a very fair price. 
This is a pretty design, and is marked at
the low price of................................. $7.50

MAGAZINE STAND—A very stylish style, 
with four shelves and a cabinet, with hand­
some leaded glass door. In early English
oak. Price ..................................$15.00

CELLARETTEr—In early English, .oak 
have-several fine ceHarettes^—guts the men Ï 
folk would appreciate. Prices range at, < 
each, $25do, $24.oor$i4.oo and.$12.00 \

$12.50

mission. A very pleasing design, well 
made . ", $3.50

MAGAZINE STAND—In early English 
oak. Has three shelves and a locked cabi­
net for holding letters, paper, etc. Very

■* fine piece .............................................. $10.00
4a MAGAZINE STÀND—In .earjy. English 

oak. Has four shelves and cabinet. Cabi­
net has handsome carved door. A pretty 
gift piece. Price

we

$14.00

!DON'T FAIL TO SEE THE SHOWING OF HEARTH FURNISHINGS

Practical 
Oil Lamps, AD— 
Cheap or Costly

Three New WerK Basket Styles
We have three excellent new styles ln Reed Work or Baby 

Baskets that should interest the women folk. Made ln Reed they 
are light but very strdng, the frame being constructed with a spe­
cial view to lightness and strength. The designs are very attrac­
tive and the prices very fair.
WORK BASKÊT—In reed, flat top. This style has large basket

*5.50
Has shelf underneath ana 

*6.50
1 WORK BASKET, in reed, flattop. Large basket with two shelves 

underneath. Very pretty style. Price, each .. .. .. .. *7.00
SHOWN ON FOURTH FLOOR-OTHERS THERE, TOO

9 Nothing surpasses die oil lamp for 
softness of light and gratefulness to die 

\ eyes.
? 9 So the eye doctors say.
< 9 But, the oil exuded by some lamps, 
? when heated by the flame, creates such 
e an obnoxious odor, as to destroy the 
t pleasure of even the soft light
? 9 This disagreeable feature has been
> overcome—perfection has been reached
S and we can sell you a lamp to-day 
S that will not "smell.11 
S 9 AD prices among the new designs
< just placed on exhibition.

with shelf beneath. Fine value at each 
WORK BASKET—In reed, oval top

a large commodious basket. Price, each

1

New Arrivals in Dinnerware
If you have not seen the new arrivals in Dinnerware you have 

missed a genuine treat. We have never before shown a more in­
teresting collection of medium priced sets or offered better values 
than these.

Now for the Splendid Showing of New Spring Carpets
1 A busy day, yesterday, show- 
I ing and selling" new curtains 
; prevented us from arranging all 
; of the new carpet arrivals, but 
' we have some ready for you 
1 and the balance will quickly 
f follow.

*v ; r I

V

There are sufficient 
pieces now open to show you 
how superior the new styles are, 
so come down and spend a mo­
ment on the Second Floor to­
day.

52

These are Grossley Carpets, y]
> fresh from the looms of these >
> famous makers, and embodying 
< the careful thought and work of their best designers. The materials, the dyes and the work- 
\ manship are the very best possible, and, worked into such bewitching designs, make a com- 
\ bination almost irresistible to the homekeeper who loves nice furnishings. And, withall, the
> fair, Pncings are the most interesting feature of the showing. For Carpets of such unusual
> style and quality, the prices seem low. Carpets ARE sold for LESS, but—there are Carpets 
S and Carpets, borne wear for a year, some for many years—there’s the difference
> you invest in a yard of carpet, see OUR offerings.
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ever upon the constitutional question, 
but is an attempt to drag a herring 
across the trail of the Laurier govern­
ment, and is proposed ip the hope that 
it will be defeated.. Therefore we do 
not intend to discuss it in this con­
nection. What we have aimed to do, 
and we think we ha*e done, is to show 
that there are certain acts which a 
Lieutenant-Governor may do for which 
his Ministers cànntft tie'held responsi­
ble; but that there is nothing which 
he may do in connection with the af­
fairs of the Province against which 
the Legislature may not enter its 
solemn protest if it sees fit.

THE A.-Y.-P. EXPOSITION.
We-are not yet advised that any­

thing Is likely to be done at Ottawa 
in the way of seeing that Canada is 
properly represented at the Alaska - 
Yukon-Pacific Exposition, to be held 
at Seattle next year. We assume that 
Dr. Thompson, of the Yukon, will urge 
the matter very strongly upon the at­
tention of the government, and we 
hope that his hands will be strength­
ened by the representatives of British 
Columbia. It would be much to be 
regretted If that Exposition should be 
held and Western Canada, at least, 
should not be represented thereat. We 
have seen an absurd reference to this 
enterprise in the Ottawa Citizen, 
which treats the Exposition as a 
scheme on the part of Seattle to grab 
the trade of the Yukon. Such a nar­
row provincial - view of the question 
Is a surprise coming from a paper like 
the Citizen. The Exposition will set 
forth the resources of the Northwest 
Coast, whether Canada contributes a 
dollar to it or no, and if we want to 
lose the trade of the Yukon the best 
way to go about It Is to refrain from 
making an exhibit. As a matter of 
fact, the trade of the Yukon is in 
Canadian hands and cannot be taken 
away unless we allow our neighbors 
to out-advertise us so completely that 
people will forget that we are ln ex­
istence. But the Exposition is more 
than an advertising scheme for a lot 
of wholesale houses. It is designed 
to make known to the world what the 
great Northwest Coast is, and as Can­
ada owns the most valuable part of 
this splendid region, we ought to make 
the fact known. ;

A MUCH-ABUSED WORD

We all remember the good lady who 
said that she always derived much 
comfort from that blessed word 
"Mesopotamia,” and we know of a 
good many people who take a special 
and somewhat similar pleasure out of 
the word "constitution." In an un­
happy day a draftsman called a cer­
tain piece of provincial legislation 
"The Constitution Act,” whereas in 
point of fact it was only a statute 
regulating the political machinery 
of the province. Following the ex­
ample of our United States neighbors 
we have got into the habit of speak-, 
ing of statutes as constitutional or 
unconstitutional, when what we real­
ly mean is that they are intra vires 
or ultra virefc of the legislature enact­
ing them. The British North Amer­
ica act defines tioW the Dominion and 
the provinces - shall be constituted, 
but it does not define" the Constitution 
of Canada in the. sense in . which we 
speak of then-British Constitution, 
which may be roughly said to- con­
sist of all the statutes, the established, 
precedents and the customs ht" ' thy 
.re^tm. We. do. not as Canadians der­
ive" any right's Tr<$rp' the British Nofcth"’ 
America act, whiett wé- did not poss­
ess already as British • subjects. By 
the- fjYovlsIoris of that act certain 
lines of procedure are fixed, there 
is a certain distribution of legislat­
ive and executive power, certain of­
ficies are created and certain lines 
of procedure are laid down; but we 
are deprived of nothing by the Act" 
which we had .before it was passed, 
and we are given no greater consti­
tutional rights than We already poss­
essed. There are provisions in the 
Act, such for example as those relat­
ing to the Royal Assent to Bills, 
which restrict the powers of certain 
officials, but do not in any sense re­
strict the constitutional rights of the 
people. An official may follow the 
provisions of the act strictly and yet 
be held by the people to have acted 
in an unconstitutional way. As an 
illustration of the distinction between 
Constitutional power and Constitu­
tional procedure, we note that 
the Act says that the Gov­
ernor-General may withhold assent, 
but if he should withhold such1 assent 
except by special Instructions from 
the Imperial government, he 
act unconstitutionally, and 
the principles of parliamentary gov­
ernment as thjey have been- evolved, 
his advisers would not be justified 
ln advising him to disregard the will 
of Parliament as expressed in a Bill 
regularly passed. In other words, 
while there Is a statutory power vest­
ed in him to withhold assent, he. has 
that power upon the same terms as 
the Crown Is said to hold a similar 
power in respect to Bills passed by 
the British Parliament, that is “upon 
condition that it shall never be ex­
ercised," and as a matter of fact it 
has not been exercised for over two 
hundred years. By the strict letter of 
the B. N. A. Act the Governor-Gen­
eral has what amounts to a right to 
veto; but constitutionally, we all 
know that he has nothing of the 
kind. The British Parliament 
reserved to itself for imperial reas­
ons a right to supervise all legisla­
tion of the Canadian Parliament; for 
similar reasons it has conferred a 
like power of supervision of provin­
cial legislation upon the federal-gov­
ernment. To that extent neither the 
Dominion *nor any province enjoys 
the absoute right of self-government. 
What is known as the omnipotence of 
parliament Is to that extent qualified 
in Canada, but subject to that quali­
fication we have every other right 
vested by the British Constitution in 
the residents of the United King­
dom.
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Brant County Council is at a dead­
lock over the election of a warden.
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