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W»I.lat,"VIc'toria
Would Lose!

How Withdrawal of Naval 8quad-
ron and Reduction of Station
Affects City,

Great Sums Spent Amongst the
Rterchants by Some Former
Flagships.

Theories and Conjectures at the
Naval Villlage — Packlong
Perishables.

« wiihe livetrer duterest du Vietoria.
than that concerning the effect
upon the trade of the city

by the ~withdrawal of the naval
squadron and the weduction of the
station to the lowest himits of occupa-
tion. From conversations which a Colo-
nist representative has held with mer-
chants and manufacturers in the city, it
is' clear that the changes are regarded
by those merchants in a very serious
light. The loss of business in the aggre-
gate will reach a considerable total, and
some individual losses will be very
heavy.

The amount of business done by the
na\_'al yard, and the vessels of the fleet
while they had their headquarters here,
may be better understood when it is
pointed out that H. M. §. Warspite,
to take one fiagship of recent times,
spent in Vietoria annually seventy thou-
sand pounds sterling, or $350,000. "this,
it must be remembered was the contri-
‘bution of one war vessel alone. What
the total for the squadron would be
during her stay maust-be left to con-
jecture, but a very fair estimate may
be formed from the foregoing figures.

But another point that should not be
overlooked is that the $350,000 men-
tioned was for what may be termed ne-
cessaries, staples, things actually requir-
ed for the daily provisioning of the ves-
sel. The omcers and crew must have
contributed in a very substantial mun-
ner to the city’s receipts through the
chapnels of entertainment, the purchase
of luxuries and so forth. In short, the
actual monetary loss to Victoria through
the effacement of the Pacific naval
station must run into many hundreds
of thousands of dollars.

Amother point mot to be overlooked is
the effect which the presence of the
naval vessels here had upon the tour-
ist traffic. Undoubtedly thousands of
American tourists visited Victoria with
no other object than to inspect those
ships of war, and, probably, compare
them with the vessels of their own navy.
§o that the departure of the squadron
has robbed Victoria of one of its most
attractive items for the tourist amnd
traveler. From remarks dropped by

\io question of the day is discussed

{ sperrds with Victoria business houses it

{ but it would perhans he safe to approxi-
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tection of the mavy and naval works and
waould be maturally withdrawn with the
object of its protective interest.

But sharply defined and distinet in
the wide field of conjecture and surmise
is the unpleasant faet. that the with-
drawal of the ships and the closing of
the naval yard would. mean desolation
for Esq-m{nul.t town and a yery heavy
loss for Vietoria's business interests, At
tl}e yard alone, where perhaps there are
120. men upon an average engaged, the
majority locally employed and not es-
tghhshment men, a total of upwards of
$240,000 was disbursed during the just
past twelvemonth in wages, salaries and
locally purchased supplies. The maxi-
mum number of the dockyard employees
may sateiy be piaced at two hundred—
and the average of the men upon the
ships has been reckoned at two thou-
sand. What is spent by the ships with
beef and bread contractors, etc., ete..
and distributed out of their earnings by
the men, may therefore fairly be estim-
ated at at the least ten times the dock-
yvard distribution, or move than two and
2 half millions of dollars annually. This
is of course altogether apart from con-
tingencies such as arose in the recent
repair of H. M. S. Flora; in connection
with which $12,000 was distributed
throngh the Messrs. Bullen. As anoth-
er chanee illnstration ofawhat the Navy

may be mentioned that since the depar-
ture of H. M. 8. Grafton, homeward
bound, a single Vietoria business house
(that of F. R. Stewart & Co.) received
a remittance of $1.600 ifor supplies sold
out of the flagship canteen after her sail-
ine from Esquimalt.

It would be impossible to estimate
even the direct financial loss to Vietoria
trade through the withdrawal of the
ships and the closing of the dockyard,

mate it at $3.000.000 annually.

And in addition there is the equally
important if indirect loss through the de-
struetion of a most valuable tourist at-
traction—the loss which must fall pri-
marily upon the hotel proprietors, the
hackmen, the ear company, thé boatmen
and such others.
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BANK MANAGER ARRESTED.

Gnuthrie. Okla.. Dec. 31.—C. T. P:l]—
lingsley. president of the Capitol Na-
tional Bank. which failed here last
June with nearly a million dollars de-
posits, was indicted today on seven
counts by the federal grand jury. Mr.
Billingsley was arrested, gave a bond
for $10,000 and was released.
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STRICKEN WITH PARALYSIS:

New York. Dec. 31.—Frank H. Coop-
er, formerly vice president of the Siegel
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MAYOR BARNARD AND ALDERMANIC BOARD, 1904,

f

Standing (Left to Right)-fAdd. Stewart, Ald. Elford, Ald. Grahame,-Ald. Beckwith, Ald. Oddy. Phofo by Savannah
Sitting (Left to Right)—Ald. Kinsman, Ald. Vincent, the Mayor, Ald. Goodacre, Ald. Fell.

Cooper Company, died today at the
home -of his son. Wm. H. Cooper, in’

vears old.
came to the United States 38 years |
ago last July. He was stricken with

‘paralysis, from which he never recov-
e
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OREGON LAND FRAUDS. !

No Surprise at Washington at News nfl
Indictment of Senator. |

T |
Washington, D. €., Dec. 31.—The
news of the indictment of Senator |

Mitehell and Representative Herrimann;

centlemen connected with the maval de-
partments there would seem to be some

eround for the belief that this innovn—l

tion may not be of a permaunent charac-
ter. and that the mext first Jord of the

ment of public lands, had been fullv
expected for some time by those offici-’
ally having to do with the case, :m‘l'
it. ‘therefore, came ns no surprise. See-,
retary of Interior Hitcheock consented |

admiralty. might diswose the- ships: of | to make a brief statement about.the

LAR026, Tk O3 L SR 2
the navy on an eveil fiiore geberous scaie (case. e salds “Frooy A diion wWhieh = o o gwn Corfespondéit.

than under the old dispensation. [has come to me from time to time, I

The remedy for the ‘serious loss that " am not

has overtaken the business communiiy i COUTse, while we regret that men occu-'

of Victoria by the recent action of the
naval authorities, is entirely in the
hands of Victoria's enterprising mer-
chants themselves. So say some of the
more enterprising who have been spoken

to on the subject. The importance of i
<ome action being -taken is recognized |
by all. and the hope is generally ex-;
pressed that a way out of the difficulty |

nmay be found before long.

*FROM ESQUIMALT'S VIEWPOINT.
At Esquimalt dockyard the official

staf is still awaiting definite announce-

ment of the admiralty’s plans, from

which the fate of the British Columbia

|
naval station will be learned. There'
still is hope, for although the prelim- |

inary direction has been received by
cable to have all perishable supplies
packed for shipment, either home or to
some one or more of the major foreign
stations, these orders are not yet sup-
plemented by instructions to send for-
ward. And there is as yet mo order
for such a stripping of the yard of its
machinery, staple supplies. and equip-
ment as would be necessary precedait
to abandonment of the yard as an ef-
fective factor in the general scheme ot
Jmperial defence. Comfort is drawn
from the facts that Esquimalt is mnot
specifically mentioned in the published
official memoranda touching the contem-
ptated redvetioms, that the fortification
work goes on, and that dismantling of
the yard Fas not yet been suggested. Or
course the very air of Esquimalt is fill-
ed with speculation as ito the fate of
the naval port, and arguments to suit

each particular view of the situation are

everywhere advanced with confidence.

Ju the first place. it is held appar-
ently by the majority, no local consid-
erations enter into or have weight with
the admiralty in regard to the prospec-
tive changes. 1f Esquimalt be reduced

o» eliminated, it will be because busi

ness reasons are held to dictate expendi-
ture elewhege as better for the security
of the lmpire and the peace of the
world. It does not do to have the men
and the ships of the flag scattered at
isolated and widely separated points,
which would not tactically be liable to
invite an enemy’s attetntion. The new
policy of the lords of the admiralty is
obviously to keep Great Britain’s naval
force well in hand ready to strike quick-
]y at the vulnerable point should any 4 t
foreign power menace her interests or New York, Dec. 31.—Dr. Leroy Chad- sentative Binger Herrmann
her prestige. Esquimalt would not be|wick and Sheriff Barry of Cleveland left
looked upon as likely to come within the | Jersey City for Cleveland on the ;):1.)1 ounty _
sphepe of activities, but would have}p. m. train on the Pennsylvania rail-|el today by the federal jury.
to be counsidered chiefly in ratio to its| way today.
‘importance on the line of Imperial inter-

communication. It might thus demand T

exceptional treatment in view of its LUMBER FROM PACIFIC.
distance and inaccessibility from home et p et 7

ports; and it might, therefore. be very San Francisco, Dec. 30.—If low bids

well decided to preserve Es'qui‘lm}lt count for anything, all of the pine lum-
dockyards, intact and ﬂ]oroug'hl) equip- } per which the government must use in
ped, in charge of a maintenance party, | je construction of the Panama canal

even if temporarily closed.

The general view at Esquimalt woulq The bids submitted by the San Fran-

pying such high stations in publie life
should get within the clutches of the

law, nevertheless the interior depart- breaking of the Westham lsland dyke
ment and the department of justice had the other night, word reached here at
their duty to perform. These lanl 2 late hour last night that the tides at
frauds indictments are the result of two Steveston were so high that the water
vears of most searching investigation <Came OVer the dyke there.
and are a part of the unalterable de- broke

termination of the president and admiu-

B

Agree as to Dangerous Con-

Tangier, Morocco, Dec. 31.—Complete
anarchy reigns in the Tangier district
and the country genmerally. This is con-
clusively shown by the reports from
different points during the last week.

curred within a two mile radius of Tan- |

Tangiers heavily armed in defiance of

tory solution of the difficulty or that
some other governmeut should under-
take the task. The, ~de of Tangier is
paralyzed.

S T T o R
DR. CHADWICK.

will come from the Pacific coast.

appear to be that the ultimate fate of { cisco lumber companies are all lower

the station must depend very largely | than those of the yellow .-pine deu]m"‘!ﬂﬁr‘u‘v 5
upon the outcome of the Russo-Japa- | of the east, and in some instances ““.1-1”0.«‘ y S,

nese war—and the naval importance of | Jocal firms underbid the easterners by
Hongkong also to a large extent. The | 4 wide margain, _
object of maintaining a powerful Brit- The lowness of the local bids is |
ish squadron in Asiatic waters is chiefly | shown in the list subn‘nttod. recently, |
to keep Russia in check: and if the Rus- | whereby J. J. Moore & Co., of this city
sian power snould be broken by Japan, | were awarded the contract for supply-
(ireat Britain would naturally leave the | ing 3,200,000 feet of Douglas fir. Iol-

Orient very largely in the hands of her Tacific coast dealers, all of which are
strenuous new ally. The importance of | said to be lower than those presented

Esquimalt, it is further urged, would | by the easterners:

|

|

. ; . |
«afeguarding of her inferests in the | lowing are the bids submitted by thci
i

|

be correspondingly lessened by Japanese 8. Morgan & Co., Seattle, |
]

vietory.

On the secondary point as to the ef-

,410.

Pope & Talbot, San Francisco, §71,-
23

foct of the withdrawal or reduction of Pacifi~ Pine Lumber Co., San Fran-

the maval strength at Esquimalt upon cisco,

the military branch here, service opin- C. A. Hooper & Co., San Francisco,

jons differ widely. There are those who
<o0 in the amended naval plan, m;p:{rm
tive reason for a material augmenta on V : %
of ‘llm military force to assure protection Ch?)rlm' Nelson & Co., San Francisco, ! T
to the imperial highway across Canada: $67}.3-0.13. i«
-« maintain that the army and its '34.81 4
irations here are merely for the pro- $63,481.42.

oth

§71.210,
Bellingham Bay Lumber Co., San
Froncisco, 70,273,

J. Moore & Co.. San Francisco,

T 3 . INDICTED FOR CONSPIRACY
New Rochelle. Mr. Cooper was 61 i :
He was born in Holland and ‘ H'gh Tldes
‘States Senator Mitchell and Congress-
01‘ Th .: Df’l :a man Binger Herrmann were indicted to-
day for conspiracy to defraud the Unit-
ed States government of public lands.

PSR Tl
TREASURY RETURNS

Yor the U. K., Issued Last Night, Show
Some Interesting Figures.

Burstivg of Dykes Does Great
Damage Mong Banks

Dec. 31.—~The treasury
turns for the United Kingdom, issued
tonight, show the three-quarters ending
today a total revemue of $481,248,320—
a net decrease of $8,541,265 compared
with the same period of 1903. Of this
tota! $447,068,635 ‘is  paid into the ex-
er, The net decrease is §$8218,-
956 compared with#1803.

PACIFIC FI

Lowes of Chicago and Baldwin of Port-
land- President and Treasurer.

for conspiracy to defraud the govern- Notchmen ccn“nua"y on Guatd
: nt Canienes Near

EW WESTMINSTER, Dec. 31.—

tries aie stiil

surprised at the indictments. Of | N

Augusta, Me., Dec. 30.—A certificate
of incorporation has heen filed here by
the Pacitic American Fisheries Co., with
a capital of $1,500,000.

| The president is G. N. D. Lowes, of
Chicago, and the treasurer, M. W. Bald-
1 The directors include
these two with J. R. Griffin, J. J. H:
nan, H. E. Watso

several places,
number of watchmen were on the look-
istration to bring to justice all offenders ©ut, and as soon as a break threatenel
against the laws, be they high or low.” the workmen took steps to erect a coffer
: 7 In this manner serious

win, of Portland.

n and A. S. Conant.

ABOUT RU
 WAR FINANCES

jdam around it.
| damage to the farm lands,

/ 4 { averted. The water subsided at low
C()bdpl ETE ANARCHY tide and the farmers on
{ 1sland took steps toda)i an‘ddrebuilt 1tlie
{damaged portion of their dyke nchile
'N TANGlER D!STR|CT’1‘he tide was low, and consequently they
p are again protected. A telephone mes-
WY e e ! sage from Steveston this afternoon says
{thacr watchmen are continually on guard
Reports From Varlous Polnls at the canneries there as the
{ threaten to do considerable
| Last might some of the residents there
ditions in MOI’OCCO [we_re so atraid of floods that they made
arrangements for the removal of their
I S i household effects to safer places, but to-
day their fears have subsided.
The provincial police have arrested at
Huntingdon two men, one'of whom was
thought to have been Joe King, alias
Clarke, the notorious bandit and escap-
It is thought that these two

Statement Furnished Assoéiated
kress From High Sources

Panis, Dec. 31.—In connection
the approaching Russian war loans
Paris and Berlin, the following interest-
ing statement of the Russia war finan-
furnished to the
Press today from the highest Russian
sources: “The expenses of the war up
to November 23rd amounted to $238,
000,u0, of which $161,500,000 was for
the army, $40,000,000 for the navy and
$03,500,000 for various military require-
ments, making about $22,500.000

The British consul has requested that €d convict. - ¢ b
all British subjects living in the out-i Were the men who dashed across the

skirts of Tangier move into the town. ' 'Westminster . !
as the government was unable to be re- IOIDIng, and, the police at Huntingdon
val was awaited

sponsible for the safety of lite or prop- |being notified, their arri
The men were

erty. A number of outrages have oc-|and the ) 3
' i brought to this city tonight.
gier. A house belonging to the lme:ately, it was mot the notorious Clarke
President John Drummond Hay (who!who was the leader, but a man who
was British minister to Morocco) lmslgi\'us the
been completely looted. notwithstanding ! ed
the presence of a guard. The family | farmer near Vancouver.
was absent and mountaineers entered  Smith is held as an accomblice.
report for 1904, an-

of $2,913,000,
$830,000. The

**y'ne outstanding ereditors up to the
same time were $126,000,000, of which
$32,000,000 was for the army, $31,000,-
069 for the navy, and $12,000,000 for

name of Brown.
the theft of a horse from a

the total war expeditures for the year
$164,000,000, and that there is a stock

rOVer: g . P 'ms w o % 2 . . oo
the governor’s order that no ar were | nounced tonight, of ~old amounting to $620,000,000 to se-

to be carried in the town. The Moorish | New
government admits its inability to con-|apd
trol the situation and the British and!yevenue *collected was $162,000.
other foreign residents freely express;gtatistics show an increase of births of
their opinion that France should take|ajoht and deaths seven, over last year;
immediate action to secure a satisfac-| jecrease of marriages, three. “

ment adds : ‘A special investigation of

finance as M. Leroy Beaulieu, a membe:
of the institute; M. Georges Levy, presi-
dent of the School of Political Science,
and other equally eminent, has shown
all together favorable results.
results were redched by Prof. Heiffer-
ich, of the University of Berlin, who
made the best comparative study of the
finances of Russia and Japan, and whose
(*g)xlgriusi()lls are to the advantage of kus-
Sorensen, formerly a deputy sheriff of)*
! Multnomah county, were jointly indict-

SCANDAL IN OREGON.

States Senator John H. Mitchell, Repre-

“The statement reviews the fluctua-
tions of Russian bonds 'during the war
general stability
and that practically they have suffered
the peace -period
sets forth the details of the last loan,
and adds: ‘It is quite possible that Rus-
sia will resort to another loan in 1905
for an equal amount.
iin Berlin during the first quarter, and
the balance at Paris.

| dictment alleges that John H. Mitchell showing their
and Binger Herrmann did, in January,
1902, unlawfully and feloniously
spire together, and with S. A. F. Puter,
Horace G. McKinley, N. W. Tarpley,
Emma L. Watson, Salmon B, Ormsby,
William H. Davis
{and others, to defraud the government
| of the United States out of a portion of
its public lands situated in township 11
| south, range 7 east, by means of forged
and false affidavits and fictitious persons,
and ‘that in the furtherance of such con-
L. F. Puter did, on March 9,
pay to Johm H. Mitchell the sum
000 to secure his influence with
Binger Herrmann, then commissioner of
land office at Washing*on.
alleces that, acting upon the suggestion
and the wish of ‘Senator Mitchell. and
him, kmowing
transactions were unlawful and felon-
ious, Binger Herrmann used his power
as commissioner of general lands office
to expedite twelve claims in township
and had them passed to patent
when he knew them illegal and not ac-
| cording to the requirements of law. The
indictment also alleges that on March
. 1904, Geo. Sorensen offered to John
H. Hall. district attorney for the Unit-
ed States in Oregon, the sum of $5,000
with intent to influence him in his official
. capacity when acting on the indictments
retnrned acainst 8. A. F. Puter, Horace
3. McKinley and othe-
government ont of land in towr

It will be placed

RESPECTING PASSPORTS.

is now

passports commission, which this week
has been considering the whole subject
of Jewish passports. has decided to re-
commend placing all foreign passports
on an equality, so that the Russian con- |only to find them dead. Klopman was
arrested by the police, but they believe
y T _ he knows nothing about the crime. They ;
banishment, exists for excluding the ap- | are looking for Antonio Faroni, an Ital-|

The commission |ian, who is said by a neighbor to have
entered the Klopman gpartments by a!
fire escape while the husband was out.'

1 b advice
where special reasons, like a decree of

plicant from Russia.
will also recommend that Jews he al-
lowed complete freedom in traveling in
other parts of Russia.

In considering 'the question of pass- |caller at the Klopman home, and
Fricke, who was a friend of ‘the hus-

$71.541. 12

rts of foreign Jews, the commission
fore it Secretary Hay’s vote, the
contaihed therein

- to defrand the

1ship 11 arguments the

PACKING PLANT LOSS.

Buffalo, N. Y., Dec. 31.—Fire in the
plant of the Jacob Dold Packing Co.
at East Buffalo tonight caused damage
estimated at $75,000. The killing pit
and rendering rooms contained. large
cauldrons of lard which were destroyed.

AMERICAN SPRINTER.

Plymouth, Dec. 31.—Arthur G. Duffy.
the American sprinter, arrived here to-
day just in time to catch the steamer
Ortolay, on which, in eompany with Al-
fred Shrubb, the English runner of South
London Harrows, he will go to Aus-
tralia, where they will participate in the
principal sports of the season. Duffy’s
race will take place at Melbourné Feb-
ruary 21st.

i)y e

LESE MAJESTE.

Munich, Dec. 31.—A pewspaper here
says that the Saxon judiciary authorifies
have instituted proceedings against Sim-
plicimimus, a Munich comic weekly, for
alleged lese majeste committed against
the King of Saxony in the printing of
a cartoon of Countess Montignose (for-
merly Crown Princess Louise‘of Sax-
ony). The cartoon shows the countess
standing in the snow outside the Dres-
den palace, and the Christmas tree lights
burning within. It is entitled ‘“Anxious
Hours of a High Lady.”
0L AL T L

RECORD MADE BY
ROSSLAND MINES

A Good Showing Made by the
Premier Camp In the
Kootenays. ’

Rossland, Dec. 31,—The record made
by the Rassland mines during the past
year was a very good one, the total out-
put being 342,324 tems, of a value of
$4,400,012.50, which is considered to be
an excellent showing.

The total tonmage for the camp for
eleven years since ore 'was first pro-
duced, is 2,020,193 tons, of a total value
of $30,216,354. Appended is the ton-
nage of ore shipped from the several
mines for the week, and the total for
the year: Le Roi, 2,490; Centre Star,
1,560: War Eagle, 1,080; Le Roi No.
2. 550: Spitzee, 130; Jumbo, 216; White
Bear( milled), 30. Total for week, 6,02.:
for the year, 342,324 tons.

—_—— e

THE POPE SPEAKS.

Paris, Dec. 381.—Cardinal Richard,
Archbishop of Paris, has given out a
letter from Pope Pius X, in which the
Pontiff says: ‘“Neither will the bitter-
ness of offence be able to turn us from
love of your mation, nor will the progress
of offence ever make us despair of a
return to better conditions.”

AN UNPLEASANT RECORD.
Cincinnati, 0., Dec. 81.—During the

up in the United States and four stage
robberies, in which - three passengers
were killed, two wounded and one rob-
ber killed. During the past fifteen years
there have been 354 hold-ups, in which
103 persons +were killed and 112
rwounded.

O =

NEW YORK TRAGEDY.

Serious Crime'! Developed by Police in
American Metropolis.
—_—

of United | New York. Dec. 31.—Each shot in the
States to Secure Its Rights.

back, one dead and the other dying.
George Fricke, a baker, and Mrs. Clara

Faroni is said to have been a frequenl!

Klopman to stop Faroni’s visits.

year 1904 there were thirteen trains held |

w { Klopman were found late today at the
! will | woman’s home in East 15th street.®
crown the efforts of the United States |Fricke had been dead some time when'
to secure recognition of American pass- |the police arrived, and Mrs. Klopman
ports without distinction of religion. The {lived only half an hour. The case was
reported to the police by the woman’s
husband, Ernest Klopman, also a baker.
He said that he left Fricke and his wife
only ten minutes before ‘he returned

ian’s enmity by ¢rying to induce Mrs.

Great Storms

in Europe

Gales Vrevalling In Germany

During Last Twenly - Four
Hours.

o

fowns Partly Flooded and a
General Suspension of
Business Occurs.

e g {
storms ha¥e Deen prevailing in the

BERLIN, Dec. 31.—Hurricane-like

greater part of Germany during
tue last twenty-rour hours, ac-

companied by rain and snow. The
storn is worst over the Baltic coast,

where northwest and northeast winds

drive the water into all of the harbors.

Kiel, Eckernforde, Klensburg, Lujeck,

Hadersloben, Stralsund, Greieswald and
other towns are partly flooded and con-

siderable damage has been done. All

railways near the coast have sugpended
business and some have been ruined by
the waves. Railway communication with

Dantzic is especially cut off and a num-
ber of trains are stuck fast in the snow

on all lines approaching the city. Thus

far the only casualties reported oceurred

at Wieck, near Greieswald, where the
high water inundated the -poor house,

causing it to collapse, killing three wo-
men and four children. It is feared
also that a number of fishermen are

drowned. ‘Two fisher boats which left
Pillan Friday are missing, and the

Swedish mail steamer, which is due at
Sassnitz, is behind time, The British

steamer Italla went down at Geeste-

munde, but the crew was saved wth

life-lines. Another vessel has been
sunk at Sassnitz and two others have
been wrecked southwest of there.
storm caused 4 rise in the Eiba of 20
feet and at Cuxhaven danger signals
were fired. The wind moderated at 9
o'clock this, morning and the water re-
ceded. A number of vessels, including

the German bark Potosi, were torn from

their moorings at Hamburg. Much de-
lay to railway and telegraphic communi-
cation is reported throughout the em-
pire and as far -south at Munich. Peo-
ple who intended coming to Berlin to
attend the New Year celebration have
been compelled to postpone the journey.
Trafic was paralyzed in Berlin and
many trees were uprooted in the parks.

—_—

CAMBON HONORED.

Paris, Dec. 81.—President Loubet to-
day recejved Jules Cambon. the French
ambassador to Spain, and formerly am-
bassador at Washington, and personally
presented him with the insignia * of
Grard Officer of the Legion of Homnor,
which is the highest rank in the order,

SIKHS ALL RIGHT.

Bombay, Dec. 31.—A mass meeting
of Sikhs at Patiala today adopted a
resolution disapproving of the action of
any Sikhs who have served the Russian
eoverninent in Manchuria or elsewhere.
The resolution: will be widely circulated
in the Sikh’s community. This aetion
is -consequent on a report printed in
TLondon newspapers that the Sikhs are
siding with the Russians in Manchuria.

O——

SUCCEEDS VON KOERBER.

A Change in -Austrian Cabinet Which

Was Announced Yesterday.

Vienna, Dec. 31.—Emperor Francis
Joseph at nmoon today gave an andience
to former Premier Baron Gautch Von
Frankenthurn, president of the supreme
court of accounts, and in the course of
the afternoon a decree was issuned ap-
nointine him. premier in snccession - to
Dr. Von Koerber. The other members
of the cabinet retain their portfolios.
but Count Bylandthreimt is appointed
minister of the interior, which port-
1 folio was held jointly with that of
‘premier by Dr. Von Koerber, and Privy
Councillor Klein is made chief of the
. ministry of justice, which post also was
iheild by the retiring premier. The re-
; constructed eabinet held two short meet-
ines this afternoon. At the first Dr.
Koerber bade farewell to his colleagues,
and at thé second Premicr Gauteh Von
Frankenthurn greeted the ministers and
nresided over the first deliberations of
his cabinet. The selection of Herr
t}autoh isf ﬂ}\lought to . indicate a cen-
j < s inuance of the i -
band, is said to have incurred the Ttal-| bher in endeavorigghtcg t‘:'teart)raillvl‘:gtif){noaelli‘-

sed That for ‘l'oneitQ
e

week a memorial will go forward to Ot-
tawa, signed by the operators of every
one of the forty-three canneries, praying
'that the Fraser river be closed to the
salmon industry during the. 3 1006
and 1908, known as the off y RET
This informant stated that the fisher-
men in most cases re e 0

( solution of the. dif
river by the |
government’s action

harmony now exists between

ners and the fishermen, .
A new born infant was. found on the

sidewalk on Hastings street last even-

ing between Carrall and A‘b:ﬁ

The eitizen who found i :

void of life.. It was med

of the police for investigation.

A number of merchants and

Assessment Aet. No resolutic ‘ﬁ:
passed or decisions: 4rriv

special committee appoi
pose are engaged in
for tllx)e com%lissiom. o Boa o
has been adjourned give OpRoT-
tunity to all speeially appointed com-
mittees ‘recently assigned duties to- re-

PROSPEROUS COLONY.

Newfoundland Government
Largest Revenue in Tts

St.'mc.sfﬁim.,“!)ec. 31.—-’1‘&0 rev-
enne of the colony for the half year
ending today is the largest ever re-
corded, being $1,122,000, or - $25,000
more than for the same period last year,
and despite a reduction in duties esti-
mated at nearly $100,000. During the
past four years the aunual revenue of
the colony has grown from $2,000,000
to $2,100,000, although duties aggregat-

annually from the necessaries of life.

FIRE WASTE

The

which = the insurance anies

reach ‘in estimating the fire waste will
nsiderably larger. Toronto has
een visited with.a conflagration entail-
ing a property loss of $12,000,000.

1903 the totul fire waste was $152,000.-
'00(), in ]g:(l)629 it was $161,000,000; in 190

their -estimates of fire m, the total

ties impartially as 'a government of-

ficia! he is not identified.

Canners to -
! Act at Once

Megnorial to Be Fogmtded'to
tawa Urging Arrangement
of Close Season, -

o

h\ﬁgl’ntely'

Fr
ity, the Colonist -
Jearned this

correspondent
morning that next

that suspension of

withholding of empl

7,500 persons, and the

culation of about $4,000,0
the government deelf&:e 1o close
er the canners coul ase.
but this would be at their
would he bound to be

tal who' wou
together a shaeck of &
perhaps second-class
enormous packs,
white fisherme:

n r ‘the canners’
This is Iikelyngo be done, as
the can-

t

salers met in the Board of de rooms
last night and. informally discussed the

s ta

00,000 have been removed

Statistics Showing Big Losses
During Period Just Brought

~ toClose, .

_New York, Dec. 81.—From stsiti#tim
it appears that more than®
worth of pro in

the Thited Statee

was destroyed by fire in 1904, making
the largest annual ash heap in the his-
to:‘y‘oftb:h%l country. - ile the Balti-

last February was to be

compared in magnitude only with the
great Chicago fire in 1871, the .record of
1904 without that conflagration would
have been the most disastrous of all re-
cent years except 1900, and would have
nearly equalled that year. As fire un-

- usually ineludé Canada in

will

,000. 1n

,500,000, and in 1900, the

Técent i _
The y?‘.ri: it was $176,000,

Jlosses in January aggregated

000.
$22,000,000. © In February the gre -
timore fire figured 0&),&)0.“0 ;'theBinr}-
surance amounted to- 000,000. The
fire at Rochester, N. Y., invénd a loss
of .§2.200,000; insurance $1.600,000. The
losses were normal,- In Apri
‘ocenrred the Toronto fire, e foter o
waste for the first six momths ‘was $171 .-

-THe total fire
less

£

the full-year’s: record ﬂlm; Th'b:b\w_
cord of the second six months of the
vear was nearly: $100.000000 less. Tt
was Iareer than. the last half of a_year

o S

‘RAILWAY ACCIDENT.

P

Erie. Pa., Dec. 31.—X doublehand car
on which twenty-four men were return-
ing from work at the Pittshurg dock,

t _of this -eity, to-night,

was etruck by # Lake Shore & Michigan
railwav switching engine about a mile
east of the do~ks, and the men were
hirled fn all directions.  Two ave dead;
*_v.*": ~roh-bly fatally and several severe-
vy injured. ;

»
¥

SEEASSREERE

ON "CHAXGE.

Chicago. Ilk., Der. 31.—A  vaudeville
nerformav~e was he'd today . at - the
Board of Trade, to take the place of the
customary throwing of bags eof flon~
and grain to c.lebrate the ¢lose of the
The stare. was fitted vp in gh
“call room” and professional talent en-
gaged for the occasion. All money cof
lected’ from the performance will be giv-
en to charity.

R e

NORTH SEA AFFAIR.

. St. Petersburg, Dec. 31.—It is under-
stood that Vice :Admiral Doubassoff will
leave here next Wednesday for Paris,
where he will replace Admiral Kazan-
koff as Russia’s representative on the
international commission of enquiry intes .
the North Sea incident.




