
Amendment in the Hons 
mens Censuring the Gov 

for Releasing Irish:

Panic in Bombay as Bad 
Distress in the Ari 

tine.

London, Jan. 22.—A Cad 
patch to the Daily Mail sa 

^Dorts have been received th 
ml'/ie exists in Rhodesia. Til 
terribly emaciated native wod 
the nat.'ve office at Bulawayd 
for food. Natives are flockij 
wayo and e.xhuming the care 
tie which died from the rind] 
which were buried six ml 
They devour these and, as a co 
a terrible mortality prevail 
them.

Sir Henry Howarth'e ame 
the House of Commons eeru 
government for releasing | 
prisoners caused an unexpeq 
Sir Henry Howarth is a ï] 
master of a biting style of or] 
spoke of “ star chambers,” ‘1 
citions,” and used other 1 
phrases and also suggested tha 
miters were shamming mad 
then read extrade from Irish 
newspapers to the accon 
Nationalist shouts of “(J 
laughter.

A dispatch from Bombay t] 
Mail says : “ Fifty doctors oj 
medical service will arrive hq 
There are now four thousand! 
gaged in cleansing and pud 
town. The panic here is as gr] 
The appalling suddenness of 1 
the plague drives the native! 
fear. No further cases have 1 
the government house, owi 
speedy burning of the servant] 
and this is taken as a strong 
in favor of similar measured 
scale.”

Great distress prevails in t| 
districts of Argentine, owi] 
drought.

The American line steam 
which lost one of her prop] 
signalled off the Lizard at 12 
this morning. The Paris a 
New York on the 13th inst., ] 
one of her propellers. She sb 
at Southampton this mornind

INDIAN RELIEF W

JjrvLUM.Punjaub, jan. 22.— 
correspondent who is visitm; 
ine-stricken districts in Inc 
panying the official mission 
the same work, has arrived 
exhaustive inspection was m 
vast relief word known as t 
Canal, about which no less 
coolies are congregated. Of t] 
12,000 persons, either aged o: 
classed as non-workers. As 
pondent arrived here the cc 
just qnitting work, and the 
called tlie spectacle of 
melÿ. The. prepcmderance 

« and children was noticeable.
After visiting the tent the 

the mission traversed the baz 
along a double line of mat h 
with grass. The market was 
grain dealers, and heaps of ' 
ley, maize and millet were pi 
ground in front of the huts, 
was remarked, had fallen slit 
the recent rains, causing a sli 
for the better in the strickt 
but in spite of this prices ask< 
were terribly high, the cheapi 
ing double the nominal price, 
iar traders are furnished with 
of charge, and from out of thi 
flesh and other luxuries wen 
to customers, such as officials 
ernment and those who were i 
to indulge in them.

Hospital tents have been ei 
for the care of the sick, bu 
present there has been no n 
use them. The officials of tl 
have made an inspection of 
quarter consisting of long roi 
huts thirty feet apart. They 
on both sides of a broad s< 
and are kept scrupuloui 
Each hut is built to ac< 

„ fifty persons, who are 
under supervision of différer 
At the canal works a marvel 
was witnessed. About 28,(XX 
women were buisly at work, 
digging, and others were carr 
the excavated earth in has 
their beads. The worker 
healthy, .vigorous, cheerful lot 
most of them singing as they 
with the tasks allotted them 

, andithen glancing at their chi 
were playing about in the v 
parently as strong as their pai

At the registering departme; 
iting officials had another i 
experience, four clerks seated 
bamboo plattorm, were giving 
rivals in search of relief work 
paper qualifying them for en 
on the works. On these slipi 
scribed the names, caste, d 
and ameunt of wages to be { 
workers, who were in turn 
the different sections of t 
The greatest order and disc 
vailed on all -sides, and 1 
a cheerfulness and regularity 
whole proceedings which refle 
npbn all concerned. Finally 
sion officiais visited the huts 
for the helpless non-worker 
again there was evidence of | 
on the part of the-governmen 
The same extreme cleanliness 
in and about the huts, and ev 
cal care possible was besto1 
those needing attention.

Many babies have ai’ready 1 
at the canal works and the I 
these infants are m&intaim 
■charge, receive extra pay whil 
ineapacitated from doing hard 
are also allowed extra pay for 
tenance of their babies. Deser 
-or babies whose mothers are 
suckle them are fed from botti 
densed milk by the medical st

a gr

Montreal, Jan. 21.—At th 
banquet to-night Hon. Mr. Li 
that better trade relations 
United States were desirable, 
price was to be any hostili 
Mother Country Canadians w 
pone of if.
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Ube Colonist. known, and all will admit that it can be ology of Polynesia 
in any case relied upon as a dernier re- even a 
sort. Asphalt properly laid makes an 
excellent street, but is open to the ob
jection that if it is made hard enough to 
resist the wear of heavy traffic it is apt 
to be too hard to give a sure footing to 
horses. But when everything is taken 
into account, it must be conceded that 
asphalt would go far towards solving the 
paving problem here. If we had much 
frosty weather this statement would 
have te be considerably modified.

Vitrified bricks make a good street for 
some purposes*; but they afford such 
poor foothold for horses that teamsters 
do not like them. If one watches a 
horse hauling a load or trotting along a 
vitrified brick street, he will see that the 
animal’s feet slip a little at every step.
This greatly reduces the draught power 
of the animal and will cause him to 
break down sooner than he otherwise 
would. Moreover, every so-called vitri
fied brick is not fit for paving. A special 
quality of clay is needed and before 
the city council decide to adopt this plan 
they ought to be quite certain that the 
needed variety is available. For noise- 
lessness, traction qualities and cost the 
wooden pavement appears to advantage 
when compared with asphalt or brick, 
for the foundation ought to be substan
tially the same in each case. We have 
plenty of wood at hand!

The claim is made that it would 
the cities on this coast to import paving 
blocks from Australia, where a very 
hard and durable wood can be obtained 
cheaply ; but it is open to doubt if the 
Australian woods are any better fitted 
for paving than our own fir, and especi
ally the pitch-soaked butts of the trees.
It is often objected that wood pavements 
will not stand our wet seasons. This is 
a perfectly gratuitous assumption. Ta
coma has had a wood pavement for some 
years on Pacific avenue and if the wet 
weather is injuring it, the fact is not 
apparent to the ordinary observer. It 
is true that in some of the Ontario cities 
wood pavements have not proved very 
successful, and the same is true of a 
number of American cities, but this has 
not deterred the city of Cincinnati 
from adopting Puget Sound fir blocks 
for its latest work in this line, and it is 
being laid on streets where there is the 
most traffic. The fact that London and 
Paris are adopting wood for paving pur
poses is a strong argument in its favor.
An,English authority says that the 
-prime question in street making is the 
foundation, which must be much the 
same no matter what kind of cover is 
used, apd that as a cover nothing gives 
more satisfaction when in use or is more 
cheaply replaced when worn out than 
wood.

Before any conclusion ie reached on 
this matter, the city council will doubt
less put itself in possession of such in
formation, in addition to that already in 
the city engineer’s office, as is available.
By moving in the matter now the coun
cil will be in a position to ask for an ex
pression of public opinion in time for 
considerable work to.be done this 
mer, if the property-holders affected by 
it shall so desire.

preserves not A writer in one of the late reviews 
discusses the• potential ability of the 
French navy to inflict damage upon 
British eommeree in the event of war, 
and reaches the ye*v çom fortable con- 
elusion that it could accomplish less than 
was possible in the' old days of sailing 
ships, and that statistics show was prac
tically nothing, so far as the total volume 
of trade done by the British merchant 
marine was concerned. The reason of 
this is that the sailing ships could go 
anywhere, so long as they could find 
ports to whiçh to resort for food and 
water ; while the sphere of operations of 
a steamship is necessarily limited by its 
coal supply. He shows that the French 
cruisers are practically limited to 
dins of 2,000 miles, which is not suffi
cient to enable a Beet, making the 
French coast its basis of operations, to 
reach any of the colonies. If France 
should establish coaling stations abroad, 
they would serve to indicate to the Brit
ish navy where to look for the ememy’s 
cruisers, and those points could be 
watched with a superior fleet, so that 
the cruiser seeking a new coal supply 
would be almost certain to be captured. 
What is true in the case of France ap
plies with greater force to every other 
country.

* PRESSING QUESTION.hint » as to 
unknown sculptors were, 
explorer claime to have discovered and 
deciphered an ancient Mayan record, 
which gives some general historic data, 
from which it appears that the Central 
American ruins antedate those of Egypt, 
the latter being in iact the work of a 
colony sent out from the ancient Mayan 
nation. This claim is supported by the 
Egyptian storv of Atlantis, but there is 
a disposition in well-informed quarters 
to receive the claims of the Frenchman 
with many grains of salt.

In the midst of so much uncertainty 
as to the antiquity of human records, it 
is satisfactory to know that the explora
tions now in progress in Babylonia are 
fixing the dawn of civilization with some 
slight approach to accuracy. Professor 
Hilprecht, the historian of the most re
cent exploratory expedition, says that 
“ we can no longer hesitate to date the 
founding of the temple of Bel and the 
first settlements in Nippur somewhere 
between 6,000 and 7,000 B.C., and prob
ably earlier.” The chief source from 
which this conclusion is draWn is a li
brary of 32,000 tablets that has been 
found in the Babylonian ruins. A very 
significant fact is that in the oldest ruins 
yet unearthed, that is rains which lie 1 
beneath a series of ruined cities and A movement is on foot in New Bruns- 
hence must be older than those, above wi<* to erect a memorial to the late Sir 
them, the inscriptions show that some Leonard Tilley. For forty years Sir 
progress had been made towards the art Leonard was closely identified with the 
of writing. They are not simply pictor- affairs of his native province, and his 
ial or hieroglyphic, but show the begin- connection with Dominion politics is a 
ning of the cuneiform system of writing, Part oi the history of Canada. He was 
and are not merely memoranda, such as almost the last survivor of that brilliant 
the American Indians are accustomed to galaxy of men who were prominent in 
make, but an attempt at a veritable litr the public life of New Brunswick be- 
eratnre. A written language and tween fifty and thirty years ago. Others 
a written literature, no matter were Lemuel Allen Wilmgt, Charles 
how crude they may be, imply Fisher, John H. Grey, William John- 
progress in civilization. How great tha BtoçeJtitchie, Robert L. Hazen. The 
gap is between, say, the naked savages list might be prolonged. The times were 
of Polynesia and a people who had ad- calculated to develop strong men, for 
vanced far enough to bnild temples and the battle for responsible government 
write theron inscriptions to “ the King wa8 then being waged. Sir Leonard 
of the Universe ” and commemorate the Tilley may be regarded as typical of the 
deeds of his vassal, •• the king of the new Political life, which resulted from 
earth,” we cannot even guess. It ia the labors of Wilmot and Fisher. It 
something, however, to' know that the may t>e said of him that while he had 
residents of the Euphrates valley had many opponents, he had no enemies, 
reached this stage of progress 8,000 and 
probably 10,000 years ago. From this 
we may infer that mankind has been 
slowly ascending the pathway of civili
zation for at least one hundred centuries.

who the 
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SELF-RELIANCE
THE WATCHWORD. HOW TO LIVE THE CHEAPEST?q

The desirability at this particular 
time of any'overtures on the part of 
Canada looking to reciprocity with the 
United States, may be questioned. It 
is already well understood at Washing
ton that the people of this country, ir
respective of party, stand ready to enter 
into any reasonable arrangement for re
ciprocal trade that is consistent with 
Canada’s position as a part of the Brit
ish Empire. It will be a part of the 
duty of the next congress to deal with 
the foreign trade of the United 
States, and reciprocity is a feature 
of the
Under these" circumstances

w That is a question we are answering 
every day. All opr customers know that 
we have the choicest Groceries at the 
lowest prices. Anyone can see that bv 
looking over the following prices :—

ÿ-M
B

~fi'HP
%

,j 21 lbs. best Granulated Sugar, $1.
A few more Potatoes at $1 a sack.
Boulter’s Canned Goods, 13 tins fer$l.
Ontario Apples, 8 lbs. for 25c.
Sardines in Mustard, 2 large tins for 25c.
Fresh Eggs from reliable farmers, 2 dez. for 55c

Dixi H. Ross & Co., Government St.
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, Republican programme, 

we sug
gest that it would be more consistent 
with the dignity of Canada foj the min
istry to wait for overtures than to make 
them. If in the opinion of the Ways 
and Means committee of the House of 
Representatives it is desirable that Can
ada should 'be embraced in any general 
scheme of reciprocity, proposals to that 
effect will be forthcoming. Reciprocity 
with Canada would be as good a thing 
for our neighbors as for us, and until 
they see this for themselves overtures on 
our part will only result in exposing the 
Dominion to misrepresentation. The 
Dominion has managed to get along very 
well for thirty years without reciprocity, 
and if need be it can get along without 
it for thirty years more.

If we correctly appreciate the situ
ation, the Dominion government would 
do well to turn its eyes from the South 
to the New West, which we have been 
accustomed to call the Orient. The great 
fact of these closing years of the century 
is that the portals of Asia are slowly 
swinging open to the commerce of the 
world. This will be the dominant factor 
in the commercial life of the next 
twenty-five years, and probably for a 
much longer period. In competing for a 
share of this commerce Canada has 
matchless advantages in point of geo
graphical position and the immense 
prestige of the British flag. Every day, 
almost, affords some new evidence 
that the trade of the Orient is rapidly 
growing. In the last twelvemonth fonr 
or five large steamship v organizations 
have been sèeking termini upon this side 
of the Pacific. Is the government keep
ing in touch with these matters? If so 
the .evidence of the fact is not manifest. 
If it be asked what the government can 
do to supplement private enterprise in 
this matter, we reply that it is the prov
ince of the government to discover this. 
We are not disposed to be unreasonable 
and believe that the ministry should be 
given time to formulate a policy ; but we 
think that in view of the fact that a 
tariff commission has been in session for 
some months, it seems unfortunate that 
no attempt appears to have been made 
to investigate the Oriental trade.

few
&*■ VICTORIA’S STREETS.■ Toronto.

I Cedar block...........
Cedar block...........
Asphalt..................
Vitrified brick....

Vitrified brick has come much into use 
in Toronto and in a great many towns in 
the united States, its durability being given 
as from ten to twenty years.

The most recent experiment on the Coast 
in paving has been the experience of 
Seattle.and through the courtesy of Mr. 
Will H. Parry, the citv comptroller, the 
Colonist has been furnished with the fol
lowing information on the methods followed 
there and the cost of the work :

“During the past two years there has 
been constructed in this city 31,635 square 
yards of vitritied brick pavement at 
average cost of $2.20 per square yard for 
‘ topping ’ only, including concrete foun
dation six inches in thickness. The brick 
cost practically $lper square yard, and the 
ttems which enter into the total cost oi' 
construction and the average contract price 
for the same are as follows: Clearing and 
grubbing $60 per acre ; excavations 25 cents 
per cubic yard ; lumber $11 per 1,000 B.M. • 
granite curbing 6 inch by 20 inch $1.05 per 
lineal foot ; catch basins one inlet $47 each ; 
catch basins two inlets $. 0 each ; pavemeht 
per square yard $2.18. ‘ Pavement ’ in
cludes the construction of the foundation 
and the surface navement, including sand 
tilling and cleaning.

“ Work done under the above prices cost 
property holders as follows : For lots 60 
feet frontage and 120 feet depth, $480, the 
width of the pavement absolutely paid for 
by the property holders being 19>£ feet, 
our streets being 90 feet in widtb, is divided 
as follows: Sidewalk, on both sides, 16 
feet; strip through centre, required to be 
paved and maintained by street railway 
companies, 19 feet; strips on both sides of 
railway franchise, 19>6 feet. From the 
above you will see that the total cost of 
pavement, including grading, concrete 
foundation, granite curbs, catch basins to 
sewers, the topping itself and all incident
als, aggregate something like $3.70 per 
square yard. Some of this pavement has 
now been under heavy traffic for nearly 
two years and.is still in perfect condition.

“ As to the cost and details and construc
tion where wooden blocks are used, I 
not prepared to give much info 
tion. We have just laid on Cherry street 
1,143 square yards of this class o*f pave
ment, half of which is of cedar and half of 
fir. This pavement is laid upon concrete 
foundation six inches in depth, prepared as 
for brick pavement ; but there is no sand 
‘ cushion ’ between the concrete founda
tion and the blocks as is the case with the 
brick pavement, and all joints between the 
woodefi blocks”kre filled with pavers’ pitch ; 
whereas in the case of brick, dried sand is 
used for grouting the joints. The 
price of vitritied ‘brick used in our 
payments averages about $16.50 per M,
1 amnnformed. I have not been able to 
learn what price the contractors pay for 
their wooden blocks. The cost of 
wooden block pavement. I am informed bv 
the engineer, is nearly identical with that 
of the nrick pavement.”

Another person who had something to 
say on street-paving yesterday was Mr. A.
F. Barham, the manager of the British 
Columbia Pottery Co.

“ I read with much interest,” he said.
“ the editorial in this morning’s Colonist " 
on the subject of street pavements, and, 
though I agree with much there stated. I 
must beg leave to differ with some of the 
remarks on the subject of asphalt side
walks. In the first place I do not think 
that the people of Victoria want to try any 
more ‘ experiments ’ in this material. 
They have, I think, already convinced 
themselves by sundry and costly experi
ence that it is not a success here, whatever 
it may be elsewhere. In the second place,
I venture to doubt that any pavement, laid 
in the manner you describe, would stand. 
The settlement of the earth filling, 
of which there would in most 
cases require to be a good deal, would, I 
think, in all probability, cause the surface 
of the sidewalk to crack and break up, as 
has happened in many instances ; and the 
rats, also, would be a source of danger to 
the durability of the pavement, as they ap
pear to look upon under the sidewalk as 
the most desirable location in the city. You 
are possibly not aware that the city author
ities now require a substantial foundation 
of stone filling and concrete under any per
manent sidewalk, which of course consid
erably increases the first cost, though it 
makes a thoroughly good and reliable job 
when done properly. I should like to call 
your attention to a piece of vitritied brick 
sidewalk, manufactufed and laid by the 
company, opposite the Five Sisters’ Block, 
about six months ago. It is on a stone and 
concrete foundation, as required by the 
city engineer, and cost, including every
thing, $1.50 per square yard, put down by 
day work. I am inclined to think 
that from the remarks which are 
almost daily made to me and by 
people who are qualified to pass an 
opinion on such work, that it is already 
considered to be a success.

“ With regard to brick paving for streets 
I have no personal experience of these, 
though I have made what has been done in 

United States in this directi 
of study, and the general verdict seems to 
be in favor of brick paving in preference to 
any other material for citv streets. I shall 
be very pleased to give anyone taking an 
interest in this suoject all the information 
I have at my disposal.”

Mr. Barham showed several specimens of 
brick paving, and stated that his company 
had as good material here for making street 
paving bricks as could be had elsewhere, 
and if the city were prepared to do several 
miles of streets, the company would be 
ready to put in a plant for making the 
street paving bricks, and could furnish 
them at he believed a price just as cheap as 
could be secured in the East. He showed 
a letter from F. F. Cooke, Mayor of Gales
burg, Illinois, stating that that city has 17 
miles of streets paved with vitritied brick, 
two courses being used, the bottom one 
laid flat2 the top course on edge at right 
arfgles with a coat of sand between. No 
foundation is used except rolling the earth 
solidly, and then placing on it four inches 
of sand. Some of this paving had been 
down for twelve years, and not a cent had 
been needed for repairs. The cost was be
tween $1.30 and $1.60 a square yard.

. Sand ... 

.Concrete. 

.Concrete.... 2.60 

.Concrete.... 2.44
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s Citizens Are Anxiously Waiting to 
See What* the New Council 

Will Do.
.

M -

Mayor Redfern Favors Macadam- 
Experience in Other Cities of 

Paving Material.
m

pay

Now that the new city council are settling 
down into their places, people will natur
ally look forward to some movement to
wards putting the streets in proper repair. 
Mayor Redfern made this qmestion one of 
the leading features of his campaign 
speeches, and also of his inaugural address 
at the meeting of the council on Monday 
evening.

Questioned yesterday as to his views 
upon the best method of giving the people 
good streets, His Worship said:

“ As you know, one of the principal 
planks in my election platform was that 
immediate attention should be paid to this 
most important subject, and I have already 
requested the city engineer to prepare some 
estimate of the principal streets that re
quire attention, so that I may be * 
position to present it to the council and ask 
them to take action.”

He bad not yet had time, the Mayor ex
plained. to go into details,Yior could he 
say oflÿiand what streets should be in
cluded in the estimate, but his own indiv
idual view was that a sum of money, say 
$100,000, should be borrowed to place all 
the streets in the centre of the city in good 
condition. Macadam with concrete gut
ters would; he thought, answer admirably 
in the present state of the civic finances,for 
block or brick or asphalt paving was very 
much more expensive, and a comprehen
sive scheme he feared on such lines would 
just now be beyond the city’s means. Gov
ernment street was already in fair condi
tion, the lower part of Yates street had also 
been macadamized, with concrete gutter:!, 
and similar work was in progress 
on Wharf street. Part of Belleville 
street was also in excellent condition, and 
what was needed was to continue macad
amizing in that direction so as to give a 
first-class road to the outer wharf. Then 
the central streets should also be attended 
to and the work gradually extended.

All this could be accomplished, the 
Mayor believed, without adding to the city 
taxation. At present, out of the general 

the city was spending between 
$30,000 and $35,000 on street work. Now if 
$100,000 were borrowed, the interest and 
sinking fund would only amount annual
ly to about $6,900. If this interest and 
sinking fund were taken out of the sum 
now taken from the general rev
enue to spend on the streets it 
would, in addition to making the 
$100,000 loan available for immediate use, 
leave some $28,000 from the general revenue 
to spend on outside streets at the same 
time. Next year a $20,000 loan falls due, 
and when it was discharged that would set 
free $1,400 of interest and $830 sinking fund. 
In 1899 another loan of $92,500 would 
mature, setting free $9,810 now paid for 
sinking fund and interest. So that by 1899 
there would be available in general revenue 
$12,040 more than to-day, a sum sufficient 
to pay off interest and sinking fund on the 
$100,000 loan and to still leave~$5,000 ahead.

His Worship’s preference for macadam 
was, he said, because while macadam cost 
30 cents a square yard anti toe concrete 
gutters 75 cents a lineal foot, block paving 
on a coifcrete foundation would cost about 
$2.50 a yard, and other kinds of paving as 
much or more. In consequence he did not 
think that $100,000 would go far enough if 
paving were decided upon instead of 
macadam.

City Engineer Wilmot was able to sup- 
ply a good deal of information in regard to 
the different kinds of paving and their re
lative merits, as found in the experience of 
other cities. No brick or asphalt street 
paving has been used in Victoria, but a 
couple of years ago a block street-crossing 
was laid at the corner of Yates and Gov- 

ment street as a trial, and Mr. Wilmot 
was of opinion it had worn very satisfac
torily. This paving was of fir blocks, 
seven inches by three ‘ inches, dip
ped in asphalt and laid on a 6-inch con
crete foundation with i^-inch joints filled 
with asphalt and sand. This kind of pave
ment answered well, he believed, if the fir 
was cut in the winter wliçii tfye sap was out 
of the wood. Qtherwisê the pavement de
teriorated rapidly. 1

Roughly speaking, the sttèèts in the cen- 
e of the city, including from Douglas 

street to the water-front and from Cormor
ant street to James Bay bridge comprise 
about four miles of roadway, and the cost 
per mile macadamized witn concrete gut
ters would be approximately $15,000, as 
gainst $64,700 a mile for bricks or wooden 

block paving. Asphalt or bituminous pave
ment would come still higher. Mr. Wilmot 
was of opinion that a foundation of con
crete for paving was préférable to sand, and 
was decidedly against a plank foundation, 
though it might be somewhat cheaper than 
concrete. He furnished a number of 
comparisons of the cost of paving in 
various cities and showed by the report 
of Mr. St. George, the city engineer of 
Montreal, that wooden blocks were not now 
being much used there, rock asphalt hav
ing the great preference. In Vancouver the 
bituminous paving that has been laid there 
does not seem to stand wear well at the 
edges, for alongside the railway tracks it is 
crumbling away.

Some of the comparisons of paving
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The Vancouver World ia shocked over 

the “ leyity ” of the Colonist anent the 
proposition of the Kamloops Sentinel to 
take three representatives away from 
this immediate vicinity. The Colonist 
extends to the World an expression of 
its distinguished consideration and hopes 
it feels better.
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United States Consul Bell, writing, 
from Sydney, N.S.W., says the Austra
lian wheat crop will be 17,000,000. bush
els short. As the export of Australian 
wlieat in years of plenty amounts to 
12,000,000 bushels,, it follows that the 
island continent must not only use tip 
its domestic supply, but must import & 
least 6,000,000 bushels. Consul Bell 
also directs attention to the fact that 
the hay grasses, such as timothy, clover, 
red top and blue grass, do not grow in 
Australia, which uses for the most part 
hay made from wheat straw. Thus a 
shortage of wheat means also a shortage 
of hay. These facts are worthy of con
sideration by British Columbia 
chants.

am

I
Ï,

The Montreal Star pleads for tariff 
legislation at the earliest possible day. 
The Star does not appear to want any 
particular changes, but only that w^at 
changes are made should be made with
out needless delay, so that business men 
will know what to expect. This is good 
sense.

\
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revenue
The Comox News wants the govern

ment to adopt the policy of free land for 
actual settlers.

the

Mr. Tarte came out here and dis
covered us ;Mr. Davies came and 
firmed his colleague’s report. Mr. Blair 
played the part of de Soto to Tarte’s 
Columbus and on returning said like 
the Queen of Sheba after her memorable 
visit to Solomon, “ The half has not been 
told,” and out of regard for his reputation 
for veracity—a most excellent if 
what rare characteristic of politicians— 
declined to tell the other half. These 
gentlemen ought to come back again 
and they should bring Mr. Fielding with 
them, and they should take a good long 
look across the ocean. They will then 
realize that when Mr. Blair said that 
the future of Canada lies in this direc
tion, he uttered the profoundest truth.

In truth there has never come to the 
public men gf Canada a greater oppor
tunity than that which now presents 
itself. That the Atlantic seaboard of 
the Dominion faces Europe is a factor of 
immense importance to the commercial 
future of our Country. That the greatest 
republic lies to the south of ns is per
haps of equal moment. But neither of 
these things, and possibly not even both 
combined, equal in their potential influ
ence upon Canadian destiny the fact 
thaAiur Pacific seaboard faces the Ori
ent, with its teeming population and its 
exhanstless possibilities. We 
eeive of no line of action in which Can
adian statesmen can hope to achieve 
grander results, no field of labor that 
promises more enduring fame to those 
who rightly labor in it. The oppor
tunity is one such as has never been 
offered to Colonial leaders.

sum-
mer-con- THE CANADIAN PRESS.'I ’i THE BONDING PRIVILEGE.

The idea of bringing the people of 
Canada to their knees by depriving the 
railways of the so-called bonding privi
lege is too absurd for serious discussion. 
There are some localities in Canada 
which would look upon such an action 
on the part of congress as a great boon. 
The abolition of the present bonding ar
rangements would make St. John the 
outlet of the entire in transit trade of 
Canada, and this trade amounts to $30,- 
000,000 a year. Portland, Me., would 
become a howling wilderness, and both 
Boston and New York would be

V-' The Nanaimo Free Press pleads for 
better connections with Texada Island. 
It wants direct mail communication 
with the island. This is so reasonable a 
demand that the poet office department 
ought to comply with it at once. This 
will necessitate steamboat connection 
with the island, and the Free Press sug
gests that this may be done either by 
putting on a steamei direct or by in
ducing the E. & N. Company to let their 
Comox boat call going up and coming 
down.

THE BEGINNING OF HISTORY.

To what date should we assign the be
ginning qf history? Not very long ago 
little difficulty would have been found in 
answering this question. The Protest
ant portion ,of Christendom accepted the 
chronology of Bishop Ussher, who esti
mated that, in order to harmonize with 
the Old Testament records, it was ne
cessary to assume a little over 4,000 
years as having elapsed between the 
creation and the birth of Christ. Other 
students of the Hebraic records made 
the period longer. None, as far 
recall, made it shorter. Bishop Ussher’s 
chronology was received with such con
fidence that it became an artiele of faith 
with many people, and most middle- 
aged persons can remember a time when 
to intimate a doubt as to its correctness 
was to give rise to a suspicion of infidel-
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1 very
seriously injured. In the meantime St. 
John would grow and flourish and would 
soon become more populous than Mon
treal.—St. John Telegraph.

f:«£;■
The Spokane Chronicle continues to 

be agitated over the alleged intention of 
the provincial legislature to “ pass laws 
fo drive out the American mine owner.” 
It now says that British Columbians 
will be the sufferers. The Chronicle 
may make its mind easy. Canadian 
legislatures are not given to passing laws 
to drive anyone out of the country who 
wishes to remain in it and do an honest 
business.

as we
A SMELTER AT VANCOUVER.

A smelter is only desirable upon two 
conditions : That it can be located here 
by the help of only moderate and reason
able civic assistance, and that it can be 
profitably operated when built. Except 
on these conditions Vancouver is better 
off without a smelter.—News-Advertiser.

ity. TWO OP A KIND.
The result of election trials in Canada 

so far only forces the conviction that 
political parity is greatly at a discount 
with election managers on both aides.— 
Winnipeg New-Bulletin.

WHERE PROTECTION IS NEEDED.
The preservation of our own markets 

for our own stockmen is, therefore, a 
matter which demands the attention of 
all of us.—News-Advertiser.

ALIEN MINE OWNERS.
The land act relating to agricultural 

land requires that a pre-emptor must 
either be a British subject or have given 
notice of his intention to become such, 
and there seems no good reason why a 
similar provision should not be made 
with respect to applicants for mineral 
claims.—Westminster Columbian.

If the complaint comjmg from Rossland 
be true, that American mine owners will 
only employ American miners to the ex
clusion of Canadians, it is time to con
sider whether Canada should not put an 
alien law in force to protect her 
people.—B. C. Mining Record.

When the Egyptologists began to in
struct the world as to the meaning of the 
records of the Nile country, the 
sity for leaving the question of the earli
est historical dates an open one became 
very apparent. Nor was the shaking up 
of the dry bones of chronology confined 
to the events recorded in the Scriptures. 
We soon learned that

necee-
It is stated in an Ottawa dispatch to 

the Montreal Gazette that if the United 
States congress adopts the proposed 
measure for the exclusion of non-resident 
Canadians from obtaining employment 
in that country, Parliament will be 
asked to enact a law which will be word 
for word with the American statute, 
and is added that under such an arrange
ment Canada would not get the worst 
of it.

can con-

m we must unlearn 
what we had accepted beyond a doubt in 
Greek and Roman history and,"be willing 
to take the dates assigaed to any events 
occurring more than 600 years before 
Christ as at best only approximations 
and in many cases as little more than 
guesses.

§
the on a matter

STREET PAVEMENTS.

The best method of paving the streets 
of Victoria is now before the taxpayers, 
and connected with it is the matter of 
sidewalks. The latter ia not very diffi
cult. The city of Fredericton, N.B., has 
tried a very successful experiment at 
laying asphalt sidewalks. The ground
ia prepared by being levelled up with During the last twenty years a new 
earth, and upon this is placed a layer of element has come up for consideration 
clean gravel, on which asphalt ie put. namely, the bearing of the ruined cities 
The cost per square yard is under 40 of Central America and the adjacent 
cents and the sidewalk is as good as can portions of South America upon the 
he wanted. Victoria is very well adapt- early history of mankind. Here are the 
ed to such sidewalks. remains of cities so ancient that the

The paving of the streets is another legends of the Indian tribes contain no 
matter and one upon which there is suggestion as to their origin. The same 
room for much difference of opinion, is true of the gigantic statues of Easter 
The methods most frequently spoken of Island, that solitary speck in the wastes 
are the macadam, the asphalt, the vitri- of the South Pacific. There stand huge 
tied brick and the wooden block. Each carved figures looking out over the 
of these has its advocates. The value of as they have looked out over it for so 
a good macadamized street is very well many centuries that the

Bradstbeet’s notices a general ten
dency to an advance in prices as 
pared with those prevailing a year ago; 
but does not feel able to state the situa
tion more strongly than to say it is 
“ moderately favorable.”

The Egyptian records were
continuous for so many centuries as to* 
make it perfectly clear that the date of 
the great catastrophe, the story of which 
is preserved by every race, and which 
we call the Deluge, must be placed at a 
more remote period than Ussher had set 
for the creation.

com-
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! Senator Morgan has broken oàttta a 
new place. The Senator is the self-tidn- 
stituted guardian of American honor(i 
Americans will, however, take 
satisfaction ont of the reflection that 
the senator from Alabama has cried 
wolf pretty often of late, when there was 
not even so much as a yellow dog in 
eight. Since the geese saved the Roman 
citadel, there has been

S: 
K BY WAY OF VARIETY.

Schoolboy—I alwas envied Cæsar. 
Teacher—Well, he was a great general. 
Schoolboy—Yes; and he didn’t have to 

study Latin.—Somerville Journal.
Some poets write oil inspiration, but most 

of them write on an empty stomach.— 
Philadelphia Record.

“ How is it that Watley has so many new 
suits ? He gets a small salary."

’• Oh, he is an electrician, and his clothes 
are all charged."—Detroit Free Press.

An Englishman was once «n a train 
----------- . » which was “ held up ” by Carlists in Spain,

Drought is reported from Argentine.- “2 0°vVe“ wY^Ygt ^ 0̂° 
if the wheat crop in that country proves himself : “ To die so yonng; to leave my
to be Short the price of grain wifi go still ^Vhad^my; b°re’akfa8sh"-Londohn VTU-
higher. — • •
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j VANCOUVER.

some Cost, 
sq- yd. 
(2.43 
12.67% 
l .75 

■ 1 .87

Pavement. 
Bituminous rock

Found' tn. 
Concrete....!

Granite curbing, per lineal foot... 
Douglas fir, creosoted.Concrete... 

“ “ notcreos’d...w...
LONDON, ENG.

1i 2.87
1
■

.... 2.10
a needless 

amount of cackling by hysterical‘ pa
triots.

LE ROI MINE.

London, Jan. 23.—An English syndi
cate with headquarters in this city is 
likely shortly to own the Le Roi mine. 
It made an offer of £750,000, but the 
owners asked £860,000. An effort is now 
being made to split the difference.

Asphalt.......
Wood block

•Concrete.... 3.25 
.Concrete.... 2.35a. 'J MONTREAL.

Tamarac ’ block, creo
sote ..................

Trinidad asphalt, 10 
years’ guarantee.......

Sicily rock asphalt 15 
years’ guarantee.......Concrete.... 3.60

Concrete.... 3 08 

Concrete.... 3.43
fi ocean
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