. destruction, even when the old man’s

- ! regions and up uncharted rivers, told

‘Government Reports

Are Not AlwaysDry f

READ THIS ONE ONE ON PAPUA. |

LONDON.—(By ouadm ‘Press)—

One would #carcely exPect to find. al

fascinating record of strange. lm
ages, strange feasts, and stfange su-

perstitions in a Government report iip- . §

on statistics and other more or less

dry material, but the anfiial répoft of |

the Territory of Papua which was re- 1
cently issued by the Australidn ‘Gov-

ernment combines statéments about’ |}

the curiows customs of the Papuans '
along with the statistics. “The soul of:
a banana” is one of the guaint-themes .
to be found in the pages of the report. '
The banana is one of the Staple foods .
of the Papuan, and “Devasi” is ‘its .
soul and receives most pundtilious

worship. Before the gardea is ' cul- |

tivated the family join together to pro- ;
pitiate Devasi, who is. ever present.
“Devasi,” they sing, “we wish to make
our garden, and we Bupylicate you to
make it a success and. bear much
food.” A feast follows and then the

goil is tilled and the banana plants,®

which are handled carefully and gent-
ly, are planted. Devasi is pleased and
says, “My fathet looks after me well
and is kind and good to me, and I will
grow and produce much food for him.”
Devasi never dies, but when the ban-
ana plant, the body of Devasi, is kill-‘
ed by being cut down, the soul trnns-;‘
migrates to a new banana shoot of the |
deceased parent stalk. But this trans-
- migration takes place only if the par-i
ent stalk has been kindly treated.f
* Should Devasi be dissatisfled he
migrates to another garden. £ 2

BATTLING WITH THE WIND.

Of much more dramatic character
is the practice of the Motu tribe who,
battle with the fierce Gubas—the gales ;
which precede the setting in of thet
northwest winds. The Guba appears j
in the northwest as a huge bank of |
clouds which moves with terrible ]
swiftness towards .the vmages T0v
quell the storm an old man carrying |
a cocoanut-leaf torch ready for light-
ing a firestick, a knife and a small
parcel of powdered cinnamon, goes
forth from his house. With raised
hands he makes movements as if to
push the storm inside. As these efforts
f#il, he takes the cinnamon, fills his |
mouth with it,” and spits— it at the‘
storm. This also having failed, hef
lights his torch, brandishes it at tke |
Guba and chants an incantation at the
same time. Finally, when the spitting ,
and brandishing and the lncanﬁuon
have failed to conquer the storm, he
grasps his knife and as the tempest
bursts upon him with roaring of wind
and flashing of lightning the old man
strikes out, stabbing and chanting his
defiance. The Guba, however, is not at
all dismayed 'by this display of;

. antagonism but keeps on his way of

fellow villagers sally forth with all
“: kinds of weapons to supplement his
efforts in battling with the Guba. They
swing their tomahawks and with
spear and knife they slash and stab
the furious storm, and they hurl
stones and brandish torches and beat
drums at the foe, but the Guba passes
on and leaves ruin and wreckage in
its wake, Still the Motu repeat these
tactics when the next Guba appears,
and the next, and the next, and oc-
casionally the storm does but little
d‘amage.

HEW NAMES FOR DANCES.

This ,ngernment report on Papua
contains descriptions of an “aeroplane
dance,” led by a native who carried a
toy monoplane bought at Thursday is-
land, and of a “quarantine dance,” in

» which the performers imitatell the |
symptoms made so trag‘*ally familiar
during the epidemic of Spanish in-
fluenza, which swept the Southseas in

: 1919, There are enthralling aceounts

. of native expeditions into unknown

- with the unassuming simplicity of the
« man who looks ou’ Such things as -all
-'in the day’s work. The statistics in the
: report do not make such quite pleas-
ant reading. It has been a bad year
.for Papua. The fall in the price of
- copra—the dried and broken kernel
.of the cocoanut—and the fall in the
.price of rubber has broujht financial
distress. The Lieut.-Governor, Judg§
wJ. H. P. Murray, says: “Had it. ‘not:
.been for the generosity of the Com-
monwealth in increasing the subsidy
from £30000 to £50,000 we should
_have been in serious Hnancial dificul-
‘ties.” Even the strictly official section
_of the report has its picturesque side.
From a description of the valuable
work carried out by members of the
Rackefeller Institute in combating
hookworm and malaria, it turns to a
vivid picture of a fever-stricken na-
tive lying on his back while the fribal
doctors squeezad his stomach, their
consultants beat drunis and sang loud
chants, and an old woman-blew into
the patient’s ears “to drive the demon
away.” It is related that in spite of
all this -the patient made a good re-.
covery.
SECOND LARGEST IBLm

New Guiana, is the second larzest
1land in the world, and lies some’
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