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acme, but dreaded by other, will take 
place!
/"What It le, Rich!” asked Diana.

"The Duke and Duchess of Stone, 
who arrived at Btonedale yesterday, 
have promised to dine here on the 
auspicious occasion.

"The Duke and Duchess at last!" 
cried Sir Royal.

“I need hardly add," said Rich, 
"that Mr. Cameron is in the highest 
spirits, and is said to be most grate
ful to ‘mamma,’ who has brought about 
the deslfe of his heart"

Sir Royal saw how Diana’s lovely 
face had paled.

“I knew they were coming," said 
“but I was not Informed as to
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the international joy smoke
Diana,
the day. It matters little, however. 
And, ae my dear father married more 
to secure the acquaintance of the 
Duke and Duchess than anything else, 
I am glad that he has succeeded.”

She spoke proudly. She was not 
willing that erven these friends who 
loved her so dearly should fathom the 
depth and bitterness of the pain she 
felt

Then Sir Royal, after receiving from 
Lady Cameron a pressing invitation to 
meet the Duke and Duchess, rode 
away, and Diana was left to be? own 
thoughts.

She was much happier at Ferness 
than she had been in London. True, 
the freedom of the old life was gone, 
for wherever she went one or another 
of the new-comers was to be found. 
They all liked the terrace and the con
servatory, ao that Diana seldom had 
either of her favorite haunts to her
self. But the house wae large, and she 
could always escape from the society 
of Lady Cameron- and her daughters 
if she so wished. Besides, she had her 
own suite of rooms, into whtch-no one 
sought admission. She was more dear
ly worshiped than ever by the whole 
household, who resented, so far as 
they dared, their master’s second mar
riage as a wrong done to her. But pér

it I haps she suffered more keenly at Fer- 
i, ness than she had suffered In London, 
i. At Ferness hitherto she had held ab- 
y solute eway, and now she had not the 
e least share in the management; she 

was politely but decidedly set aside.
- She had not been told of the new ar

rivals, nor; had she been consulted
- about the dinner party; and she was 

angry at heart She could not endure
s the thought of the Duke and Duchess 
i, coming when she remembered how 
a distinctly they had declined to know 

I her father, how frigidly they had 
; avoided her. Now that her father had 
. married one of their set they were 
-1 ready to take him by the hand and 
! patronize him. All Diana’s pride was 
9 roused at the thought of this humilia

tion. She knew how elated and tri- 
r umphant Lady Cameron and her 
9 daughters would be—that they would 
l talk about the "dear Duchess” until 

I her heart would almost rise in open 
i rebellion. No duke or duchess should 
l patronize her. She could not absent 
t herself from the dinner—such a pro- 
t ceeding would make her father ex- 
t ceedingly angry—but she could trust 
i herself to show her Grace of Stone 
l I that the patronage so long withheld 

would not now be accepted.
' I Then Diana began to think of more 
1 Pleasant things. He was coming—the 

man who had filled her world with 
light and brightness,, who had chang
ed the aspect of her whole life! She 
hated sill the Scandales; but then he 
was something more than a Scan
dale. He had come to her with the face 

I of a knight of the.olden time, and had 
I touched her heart without her know
ing it

How should she receive him—with 
coldness and hauteur, because he was 
a Scandale, or with warmth and kind- 

I ness, because he differed from the rest 
of the world!

The girl’s heart heat with conflict
ing emotions as she paced the terrace. 
How she longed for courage to hate 

I him, or humility to love him!
"Was there ever one so weak, so 

miserable, so wretched!" she cried to 
herself. “I love, yet I hate; I do not 
know my own heart! If be had been— 
knightly and noble as he Is—a poor 
private soldier, I should have been 
proud of his love; but a Scandale, 
head of the house, her ladyship’s be
loved, relative, a friend, probably, of 
the Duke—I cannot like him! If he 
had been any on* else on earth except 
the man be is, I could dot help loving 
him!”

Go Diana walked in the sunshine 
amid the flowers, beT heart per-
pletcu and torn- between love and dis
like. Nor had she quite made up her 
mind how ;o receive Sir Lisle when the 
morrow came aod brought him.
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2971—This Is a good model for cot
ton or silk crepe, for flannfll or fian- 
nellette, eiderdown, blanketings, crepe 
de chine, taffeta, satin, lawn, dimity or 
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The Pattern Is out In 4 Sizes: Small 
32-34; -Medium, 36-38; Large, 40-42; 
Extra Large, 44-46 Inches bust mea
sure. Size Mediunl requires 5% yards 
of 44-inch material.

A pattern of this illustration mailed 
to any address on receip of 10c. in 
silver or lc. and 2. stamps.
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A PRACTICAL SERVICE DRESS.

ried across the road in time to see a 
stalwart man in the act of maltreat
ing a young and pretty woman, who 
clung to him with passionate cries. I 
did as any other man would do—rush
ed to the rescue. The ruffian was much 
stronger than I, and mad with drink; 
but I managed to drag the woman from 
him. Then he struck me on the bead, 
and I fell, stunned with the (blow. 
Happily the poor woman was saved, 
for the police on the beat heard the 
struggle and hastened to us. The wo
man was protected, the man was tak
en to the police-station, and I was 
conveyed to the nearest . hospital. 
There I lay for many weeks unconsci
ous.”

"My poor Royal, my brave Royal!” 
cried Diana, flushing with emotion as 
she bent her head and kissed his 
hands. “I never dreamed that you had 
suffered so."

“No; no one here knows it I have 
always been afraid to mention it, ’ he 
said; “you will see why. I lay for some 
weeks at the point of death, and when 
I in some measure recovered my 
strength, I was in great danger of 
losing my reason. That was why I 
kept silent, Diana. The fear, however, 
is always gnawing at my heart. Some
times for months together I feel no 
pain; then again I am hardly master 
of myself, so great is my anguish. All 
the doctors I consulted gave me the 
same advice—to give up all’idea of a 
public life, to live on my estate, and 
avoid all excitement; and I knew 
what that meant.”

"Oh, Royal,” she cried, “you have
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