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At the House.
IMPORTANT DEBATE ON THE 

GOODISON ISSUE— OPPOSITION 
MOTION OF CENSURE VOTED 
DOWN.

WEDNESDAY, April 26. 
Petitions were presented by Mr. 

Clift from the Newfoundland Brewery, 
Ltd., the Bennett Brewing Company, 
Ltd., and the Lindberg Brewing Co., 
Ltd., asking for compensation for the 
interference by Prohibition legisla
tion; also by Mr. Downey from Cod- 
roy Valley asking that it be made ob
ligatory on the part of sportsmen to 
employ guides; by Mr. Stone from Ire
land's Eye asking for telegraphic com
munication, and by Mr. Currie for a 
road and equipment of Fire Brigade 
at Carbonear.

The report of the Patriotic Associa
tion by His Excellency the Governor 
was tabled by the Colonial Secretary.

The House was then moved into 
Committee of the whole to consider 
the report of the enquiry made into 
the irregularities reported by the 
Auditor General in the handling of 
the public monies at Victoria Village 
and also to consider the findings 
against Mr. J. R. Goodison, the mem
ber for that District. The Speaker, 
the member accused, then stated as an 
explanation of his conduct that he had 
nothing further to say beyond the 
sworn statement he gave before the 
Auditor General. He thought that 
what lie had done was within his 
jurisdiction as a member and repeat
ed what he said to the Auditor Gen
eral that in what he had done he was 
following out a custom which he knew 
prevailed in other districts as well as 
Lis own. The Speaker then retired 
from the Chamber. Silence prevailed 
for several minutes until the Premier 
stood up and moved that the Commit
tee rise, which was countered by a 
resolution being moved of want of 
confidence in the Speaker.

Mr. Lloyd, Leader of the Opposition, 
rose and said he begged to move the 
following Resolutions:—

"Be it resolved that this House hav
ing heard, in. Committee the state
ments of Mr. Goodison, the member 
for Carbonear, regrets that the Hon
ourable member has expressed no re
gret or contrition for conduct which 
has been condemned in a report on 
the expenditure of public money in 
Victoria Village, in the District of 
Carbonear: and be it resolved further 
that the House and Committee can no 
longer hold him in that confidence 
which the continuance pt his tenure 
of the office of Speaker should com
mand.”

The Premier was opposed to the 
Resolution and that there was noth
ing before the House to justify them» 
and he thought that the member for 
Carbonear had done all was neces
sary. From the evidence in the Au-, 
ditor General's report he (the Prem
ier» was satisfied that nothing beyond 
a mere irregularity could be ascribed 
to the member for Carbonear and that 
whftt he had done had been the cus
tom 1'or the last 50 years. He admit
ted that it was contrary to law for a 
member, to SBÇhd the road grant with
out authority but he knew of cases: 
where members went outside their 
jurisdiction in their constituency. The 
Premier was of the opinion that be
cause the member for Carbonear was 
not a participant in any financial 
profits, dire’ctly or indirectly, that the 
Committee ought not to vote tbem- 
sedVes on record as to In any way 
throwing a doubt on Mr. Goodison's 
actions.'' ’

Mr. Clift considered the occurrence 
as one of the most regrettable he 
could remember during his associa
tion with the Legislature. He was 
surprised at the explanation given by 
the Speaker in answer to the report 
of the Auditor General in reference 
to the Enquiry made by him concern
ing expenditure of public monies in 
the district of Carbonear. He was 
more than astonished that the Speak
er should repeat to the House what 
he had stated in his evidence before 
the Auditor General, namely, what he 
had done was in accordance with the 
custom of the country. He (Mr. Clift) 
had a seat in the House for 20 years 
and had been otherwise identified with 
tbe Legislature the last quarter of a 
century and he could not recall a sin
gle instance where it was ever shown 
that such a custom existed, whereby 
a membgr of the House on his own 
initiative gave an order to a Chairman 
of a Road Board authorizing him to 
expend money upon public works. Mr. 
Clift pointed out that whenever there 
was occasion for a member to-obtain 
money for public works that the only 
way was to make application to a de
partment for an allocation and the 
persons authorized by that depart
ment spent the money. He regretted 
that the Speaker had not thought fit 
to express to the House his regret, for 
what he had admitted to have done. 
If, said Mr. Clift, we admit that the 
custom claimed by the Speaker is in 
vogue, then we got to admit also'that 
we have been transgressing the law 
which we have solemnly made in the 
House for the purpose of protecting 
the public interests in the expendi
tures of public monies. He was dis
appointed that the Leader of the (gov
ernment had not taken steps to lay 
down definitely what the lawy was on 
the matter before the Chair and con
demn the practice that the Speaker 
designates the custom of the country. 
In conclusion Mr. Clift expressed the 
hope that this so-called custom be 
done away with for the benefit of the 
Legislature and the country at large.

Mr. Cashin thought the whole af
fair was a sea. in- a teapot. He saw 
nothing wrong with what Speaker 
Goodison had done, but rather com
mended his act, though later on in 
his remarks and by his own argument 
Ur. Cashin inferentially said that Mr. 
Goodison should be unseated. He 
was 24 years a member and had re
membered that at one time there was 
a special grant, though it was not ear: 
marked, voted for members of the 
House to distribute in their districts 
on public works. There was a cus
tom clearly for in 1893 many mem
bers of the House of that day were un
seated and disqualified for doing ex
actly the same thing as the member 
for Carbonear has done to-day. He 
believed that Mr. Godison. through 
goodness of heart, gave relief to those 
who came looking for it, and in his 
(Mr. Cashin'si opinion Mr. Goodison 
had not transgressed and hoped that 

- he will be in a position to do the same
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Everything to go at Sacrifice 
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in future. (Applause from Govern
ment benches).

Mr. lliggins stated that so far as 
bis knowledge went local demands 
made by constituents on the spot had 
been responded to. 1

Mr. Morris admitted that a mem
ber cannot take the authority upon 
himself to allocate money but can 
only requisition through the Board 
of Works Department, but speaking 
from a légal standpoint he said where 
law versus custom is an issue, lav 
takes second place when custom 
is established and that that is the posi
tion the Speaker, who had vindicated 
himself by his appeal to custom.

Mr. Lloyd retorted that was re
markable law.

Mr. Morris then spoke of the de
mands on members by constituents in 
winter time and told that before the 
Audit Act was passed it was the cus- 

’ tom for members to allocate money, 
i In this case he believed the Speaker 
I had legally erred although it was not 
I a case of “forgot the law.” Mr. Morris. 
I said he would vote against the Resolu
tions.

Mr. Emerson was of the same 
■ opinion that he saw nothing wrong 
1 about Mr. Goodison's conduct and

stated that if the custom of allocat
ing money himself in his district for 
public works, instead of through the 
proper department was wrong, that 
he was guilty 500 times and every 
member was guilty.

The Leader of (lie Oppostion, Mr. 
Lloyd said the Oppostion had no de
sire to push the matter to extremities. 
Had the member for Carbonear, after 
learning the findings of the Auditor 
General, had expressed regret to the 
Committee for his -grave offence 
against the House, the Opposition 
would have been content to let the 
Committee rise, without taking fur
ther action. But the honour of the 
House, which was the guardian of 
the People’s money and of the author
ised means of expending has not been 
vindicated, and the action of that 
member jn offering no apology was a 
flouting of the House, and the attempt
ed vindication of Irim by Ministers of 
the Crown and members of the Gov
ernment was far worse than the orig
inal otfen$e, 'and against this the Op- 
pocsitirm-rivould protest emphatically. 
The remarkable principle of juris
prudence laid down by the member 
for Placentia was surprising, but it 
had been sufficiently answered un
wittingly by thq Minister of Finance

and the member for St. ^Tohrt’s East 
(Mr. Higgins). Mr. Cashin had re
minded (lie Committee that members 
of the House had been unseated for 
doing what he claimed was the same 
thing as the member for Carbonear 
had done, and Mr. Higgins had stated 
that had the evidence adduced , sup
ported a Petition to the Supreme 
Court, the member for Carbonear 
would have been unseated. This wak 
sufficient to show that the Supreme 
Court did not put Statute Law second 
to Custom, but that that Court over
ruled Custom by Statute Law. What
ever Custom had prevailed at one 
tithe, the law as it stood overrode it, 
and the Audit Act and the rtiles made 
under its authority bÿ thé Governor 
in Council had set the seal on the mat
ter and it was most appalling to hear 
in that House a vindication attempted 
of overriding the Statutes of the 
Legislature by an iniquitous custom. 
He did not believe that the member 
for Placentia, when he became Judge 
of the Central District Court would 
give recognition to any such mischiev
ous principle. He was not prepared 
to sit quietly and allow any member 
to make the accusation that all mem
bers of the House were parties to 
such ah evil practiced He said money

is provided for local Boards on the 
authority of the House and he never 
heard in his experience of such a 
custom as that set forth by the Gov
ernment members. In his remem
brance not one cent of ordinary road 
money had been at the disposal' of a 
member and no member had attempt
ed to usurp the functions of a road 
board in regard to it. As to special 
grants, the authority for spending it 
had always been the Minister of Pub
lic Works and all the members had the 
right to do was to sign a requisition 
to the -department, asking the Minister 
to use his authority to send it out. 
This was in accordance with the 
Audit Act. Mr. Lloyd said it was the 
first time hfc ever heard of any mem
ber in the House stand up, gs did the 
member for Fortune Bay, - and. state 
that 500 times or that even on one oc
casion, he has been guilty- of such a 
practice. The member.ought to be 
ashamed of his acts and the Commit 
tee was shamed b$ his confession. 
This very shamelessness called for 
protest, and made it the duty of the 
members of the Committee to vlfirtl- 
qate the honour and dignity of the 
House. Fortunately for.himself Mr. 
Emerson did not propose to go back 
to Fortune Bay. It was astounding

that any vindication should be at
tempted. It was a reflection on the 
Committee that any Minister of the 
Crown or any member of the House 
should treat as trifling such a flag
rant outrage on the honour of the 
House. Added to the gravity of the 
offence was the countenancing of the 
distributing Government money and 
Government work by means of the 
truck system. He (Mr. L.) would go 
on record as would his colleagues in 
protesting against the brazening out 
an outrage on the rights of the Legis
lature.

Mr. ('«taker followed in a brief, 
though incisive speech. He regretted 
that the member for Carbonear did 
not see fit to express regret for what 
he had done and he equally regretted 
that Government members had con
doned his actions, hence the motion 
made by the Leader of the Opposition. 
He (Mr. Coaker) contended that, at 
least, those who made the law should 
be made carry it out. If, said he, 
such conduct as has been revealed to 
us in the sworn testimony, what can 
be expected of the future. He argued 
that if the sealing law is violated, say 
by the killing of seals on date pro
hibited by law, the offender is brought 
to court and punished severely either 
by heavy fine or by imprisonment. In 
the present case he said the people 
will be the Judge and they will ask 
tvhy the Government justified the con
duct of the member for Carbonear. 
who admits that he did break the law- 
hut “forgot the law.” He criticized 
the member for Fortune Bay who said 
he had acted the same as Mr. Goodi
son did 500 times. He showed that 
the Government were adopting the 
principle of making a right out of two 
wrongs by shouldering the respon
sibility and w-hitewashing a man who 
had usurped the functions and au
thorities of the Public Works Depart
ment in the spending of public monies 
in the District of Carbonear. He as'- 
stired the Premier thal the people of 
the north would not hold for such a 
law and he recalled the treatment ac
corded the man of “forgot-the-law" 
lame in 1913 because his conduct had 
poisoned the people of the north. He 
added that the electorate would be 
more severe in condemning at the next 
election the Government for putting 
their stamp of approval on the con
duct of Mr. Goodison, the member for 
Carbonear. admitted that he had 
done wrong. '

Mr. Higgins did not agree with Mr. 
Coaker that the attitude of tile Gov
ernment was a process of whitewash
ing. He did not see arfÿ reason in the 
slightest way as to why the member 
for Carbonear should come in with an 
abject apology for what he had done, 
as he believed that he could have been 
put in the same position himself. Be
sides the matter was of no import
ance.

Mr. Lloyd pointed out that the mem
ber for St. John's East has endeavour
ed to minimize the effect of the lack of 
any expression of contrition for the 
conduct of the member for Carbonear. 
"He also wished to point out that the 
matter was of grave importance, as it 
was an offence against the House. No 
one. he said, asked for an abject apo- 
ogy, hut merely for a manly expres
sion of regret due to the dignity of the 
House when the honour of the House 
had been outraged 1 arid to prevent 
other members from following his 
footsteps. Otti'eAvlse the fiction of the 
Committee was an invitation for other 
members to go and do likewise and 
to perpetuate the iniquity.

The Resolution was then put by the 
Chairman of Committee and lost on a 
strict party vote by 16 to 12. When 
the House' came out of Committee a 
negative report was given the Speak
er.

The Lea«ler of the Opposition (Mr. 
Lloyd) then rose and moved as an 
amendment to be put on the records of 
the House the following Resolutions:

“Be it resolved that this House hav
ing heard in Committee the state
ments of Mr. Goodison, the member 
for Carbonear, regrets that the Honor
able member has” expressed no re
gret or contrition for conduct which 
has been condemned in a report on 
the expenditure of public money in 
Victoria Village in the district of Car
bonear : and

Be • it resolved further that the 
House and Committee can no longer 
hold him in that confidence which the 
continuance of his tenure of the office 
of Speaker should command.”

Mr. CUft seconded the amendment, 
which on being put to the House was 
lost on a party vote again by 16 to 
12.
The Select Committee's report on the 

Municipal Bill was presented and 
adopted.

A Bill to regulate the Censorship of 
Moving Pictures was introduced and 
read a first time.

Amendments to the Education and 
Trawl Fishing Bills were concurred 
in.

The Bills respecting the operation 
of saw mills, exempting timber on pri
vate lands from pSying royalty was 
read a second time as was also the 
Bill relating to the Exportation of 
Timber. This latter 1 ill provides 
that timber be exported to England 
and France until 6 months after peace 
is proclaimed. Some brief discussion 
took place between Mr. Cashin and 
Mr. Coaker, the latter again bringing 
before the notice of the House that 
practically all 'the timber on the 3 
mile limit was removed principally on 
account of the Government allowing 
contractors to cut there, even 
though the law prohibited it..

Mr. Coaker drew. the attention of 
the flouse to the fact that our Naval 
Reservists had to travel in our trains 
second class while members of the 
Regiment were provided with sleep
ers. He asked why the discrimina
tion was made.

The Premier promised an enquiry, 
The House then adjourned.

STEERQ IS COMING.
NEW PURCHASE.—The schooner 

Independence reached port last even
ing from Boston, after a passage of 20 
days, bringing a general cargo to Har 
vey & Co. The vessel was recently 
bought at Boston by Mr. J. W. His- 
cock, of Brigus. After discharging 
she will proceed to her new owners. 
The Independence ite practically a new 
vessel and is very staunch.

Fresh Halibut, Fresh Herring, 
at ELLIS’.—apr24,tf ,
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FLORIZEL LEFT.—The S.S. Fiori- 
zef left New York at noon to-day for 
this port direct.
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You will like sanitary cleanliness of 
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WARMEST 
WELCOME !

“Whoe'er has travelled through life’s 
round,

Where’er his stages may have been. 
Will note*how often he has found

The warmest welcome at an Inn.”
—Shenstone, 1700.

The welcome that was true in the 
days the above was penned is demon
strated now every day at the hospi
table

MANUEL S HOTEL,
" Traveller’s Rest,” 
Lewisport, Mid.

Here is combined the modern idea 
of service in its highest degree of ef
ficiency with the homelike hospital
ity that means a “warm welcome”.

Hot and cold baths, speaking tube 
on each floor, electric bells to all 
room's : a good table always kept. Re
commended by The Commercial Trav
ellers’ Association of Nfld.

R. IV. MANUEL, Proprietor.
MRS. R. IV. MANUEL. Proprietress.

Lewisport, Nfld. .j
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SKINNER’S
Monumental Works,
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(Established 1874.)
829 and 333 Duckworth Street.

A large assortment of Headstones 
and Monuments always in stock. Lat
est designs, etc., with prices and sizes 
to suit everybody. Outport custom
ers can save time and money by writing 
to-day for Catalogue of designs and 
Price List. We have satisfied- thous
ands of customers with our mail or
der system of buying from onr photo 
designs.

N. B.—First-class carving and dur
able lettering, combined with first- 
class stock, give us the superiority. 
Give us your order and get the best 
there is at reasonable prices for good 
work only.
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