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OPSIS OF PRECEDING
CHAPTERS

Massey St. Quintin, a wealthy young
Englishman, sees & beautiful young woman
named Miss Densley at Cowes. and. by a
carefully designed accident. manages to
meet her. He finds that ghe Ilves with her
Uncle and sunt. M. and Mme. Leblanc, who
dre just then in France. and gets an iovi-
tation to their house, near i.ondon.

in spite of the objeciions of his friend,
James ince. 3 lmwyer in whom he confides,
and who deciares the girl /s an adventuress,
St. Quintin visits #ier and finds her relatives
charming peopie. But just as he lz‘vu
ine bBouse he hears a mufhied cry of ““Mur-
der!” and returns

M. Lebianc convinces him that there is no
“he 10 the room wheNce lhe soucd Sl‘«-ﬂlb(f
v procecu. LUL WMler O learss DAL & Lon
Gun sulici'or Das mystericusiy disappeaied,

ot seen i the meignborhoud of the

hman’s home.

at Q\l;xmm takes ince to the Le-

., 4nd, in spite of the opposition of
1is nusl, oblains' & pivmise of uarriage
from Miss Densiey lnce can find ne fault
with_the people, but on leaving, learns tbat
one Of their footmen is an ex-convict. “T'he
feliow Is forced 10 admit that tbe Leblancs
are ‘“‘crooked,”” but St. Quintin remains
loyal to Miss Densley. Several Jays alter-
ward they go to the Leblan¢ home, and
Ince mahes & discovery that eompletely un-
perves him while scowilug wround the
house. The two men are afterwari revelvea
by M. Leblanc, but see nothing suspiclous.
Un jeaving, however, ince feils his friend
he is certain he saw & dead man's hangd in
& lavoratory which M. Leblanc haa fitted
up. ostensibly for scfentific experiments.
Furthermore. they find that anvther suitor
of Miss Densley’'s has advunced M. Leblane
£5000. And to complicate matters. the
Frenchman asks a similar loan from St.
Quintia. 4

Concealing the requext from Inee St
Quintin resolves tg vance the money and
oes 10 Densley Wold, 200 nmilles fromi Lon-
ton, with M, eblanc, to inspect the prop-
eTiy. which was t0 be security for the loan.
Miss Demnsley and Mme. Leblanc were to
7ayve accompanied them. bur fafl 1o appear.
Feeling that he has been tricked, St
wulntin resolves to return to London. but
t-fore he has an opportunity to get away.
- Is Introduced to & Mr W illiams, whom
M Leblanc has represented as his co-
gurrdian in the care of Miss Densiey's es-
inte. His efforts to get away are in vain,
and ne realizes that he Is in a desperate
i redic»ment. He further finds that L4
bisne has throewn some mysterious chests
it poul. and. while Investigating. 18 dis-
vvered by Leblane and Wililams. They
tske him to the deserted mansion at Dens-
ey Wold and knock him sepseless by a
L on *he head.

meantime, misses bhis friend and
18 steps to ald him

——

(CONCLUDED FROM LAST

CHAPTER XXIV—(Continued)

E LED the trembling
g8irl out of the cot-
lage, made - Saun-~
ders hide among the
bushes, ‘with orders
to prevent any at-
tempt at escape on
the rt of either
of the men if he
could, but in any
case to be sure to
note the compan-
ion of Monsieur Le-
blanc, so as to be
able to identify him
later.

.Then he and the

unphappy little

“heliress” started

for the nearest gap

in the ruinous wall.

“I've been here be-

fore, you know,"

she whispered, “and

they told me all this place was mine

Vm %;md it isn’t, though. It's gloomy,
aieadful,”

<ae 1alked intermittently, her voice
e Ing .more iremulous every moment,
2 ta hey dra>w .ear the great, gaunt,
A-=erted mansion.

luel, they stopped and looked ag it,
lvoaey at lne broxen windows gleaming

i+ (ue faint moonlight, at ithe swraggling
vesnes, the raggea trees pressipg their
Lrunches against the stamed masonry.

««ad then James ince Sdddeluy raised
the privutive lantery whica ue Lad bor-
fuwed from Miss Grey,

And as they stood, und he Hashed the
t.s4L Of the lantern to and fro, they
Licare. a faint moan from inside the
| ullding.

“Massey!” shrieked 1.e giri, as sne
made a dash for the neacest of the
brogen. windews, and climwing (o the
sill forced her way in, Sulasning the
s.a3s away with ner gluved hands wuny
she had made a passage unwugh tor
her shim ngure.

James luce followed more cautiously,
aund tugether they  hunted, calling as
tics weul, loeir voites echoing surauge-
iy 4 the emply rounss, unti] ey caule
o the great dining roo.u, where St
uinun iay, o a pous of blood, in the
middle of the foor.,

The girl did not scream. She uttered
a loug mouan as she rushed forwared and
raised the poor, bruised body in her
arms.

“Thank God, he's alive, he's alive!”
she whispered, as she pressed her lps
upon his forehead, wmcg was disfigured
with horrible stains.

But St. Quintin, If he heard her, did
not understand. € had been lying limp
and motionless when they came in. But
the sound of their voices roused him,
and he opened dull eyes to say In a
hoarse whisper:

“The pond, the pond! Search the
pond! You are murderers, both of you!
"4l have the pond dragged tomorrow]”

'he girl burst into tears.

“He doesn’t know us!” ghe sald.
“They’'ve driven him mad, mad! Oh,
Massey, Massey, my darling, don’t
You know me? Don’t you remember
me? You must, you must!”

James Ince had to Ruip down his
oWn tears as he looked atf the piteous
slght and knew that his friend had
indeed lost his senses,

Kneeling on the fivo- he examined
St. Quintin’s body, ani ascertdained-
that beyond a frightful njury to the
head which had bled profusely, he
appeared to have sustained little bod-
ily injury.

“Have you. got the pluzk.” he asked
the girl, “to stay with him, all by
yourself. while I brink a doctor? i
want you not to be slarmed. .This
may pass off. 1 say it may. Let him
keep quliet. Don’t try to rouse him.
I'l make him as comfcitable as 1 can
with my coat. Keep his head low;
and just wait and watch patiently tﬂ‘
1 come back.”

She was tender, submissive, wise
enough to restrain her misery and to
do as she was told. ince undid his
friend’s collar, placed him on his back
on the outspread overcoat, and left
him with his sad little nurse

He had another and a more arduous
task before him. Returning to the
cottage at a rapid pace. he ?ound as
he had expected, that Monsieur Le-
blanc’s fly had arrived und that the
two men had already entered the lit-
tle house. He heard tue front door
shul a8 he came up. Saunders sprang
up from the bushes as h» went quick-
Iy up into the little garcen.

“Mr, Ince, sir, T can't do it
do You mustn't look for me to

" eried he. as the barrister
ran up the path.

“Why not?”

“Because I've never rounded on a
pal arnd I can‘t begin now.”

“A pal, eh? Wheo's the pal?”

The man was silent

James Ince Jooked -ound, angd then
beckoned to the driver of the fly, The
man was a sturdy youag Yor{.h
man, thick-set an f.uscular. He
climbed down off his box and came
up to the garden gate

“Do you want to earn g ten-pound
note?” asked Ince, quietly.

The man grinned.

“Go and fetch help—a couple of men —
as many as you can t from the. inn or
anywhere. And tell the man who would

of the least use to us to run and
bring a doctor straight up to the big
house in the park. There's a man lying
wounded there. half-murdered by the
two scoundreis you drove here from

Doncaster,””

“Right, sir,” sald the man.

Anf he was away before Saunders
could do more than make a faint a:-
tempt to enter the cottage.

~

L3

4 “The murderer turned, and with one wild leap in the air, fell, s
the unseen.object below

“Stand beck,” sald James Ince.
sternly.

He bimself was standing by the littio
porch, waiting. He guessed that tho
rascals inside would by this time have
got wind of the fact that they were
besleged.

There was no retreat by Lhe back
way, Miss Grey having bolted har
kitchen door and so cut off the stalr-
case. There was nothing for the ba-
sieged to do. therefore, but to! get  out
by the window of the room in which
they were now locked, or burst their
way through the locked door into tha
passage and thence out by the frout
door or through the window of the
second little front room.

He was not long in suspense as to the
way they would chooge.

‘Ahere wWas u rattle and a ecrash, and
Monsieur Leblane, slim and small, huad
dung open the little window and ump-

out. Saundeérs was standing  hacs
with folded arms.

“‘Selze nim!"” cried Ince. :

d Saunders was  about to obey
when a tall and burly figure lea ped out
through the open window after his com-
panion.

1t was Mr. Williams, without his over-
coat, and considerably lighter and slim-
mer in consequence.

James Ince started forward. The
other man

fellow-prisoner
sprang down the bank together,

Just as Mr. Willams had reached the
fiy and was climbing on to the box to
take the reins in his hands, the youag
barrister caught a glimpse of his face
in the moonlizht. and cried aloud:

"By jove, it's Gurney, the forger!"

CHAPTER XXV

HE words were scarcely out of
James Ince’s mouth when the
fly started off at a rapid pace,
not /n the difection of Doncuas-

ter, but away across the moor.

Mr, Williams proved an eéxper:t whip,
and was getting évery ounce out of the
old horse, while Monsieur Lebjane, cow-
ering doww inside the vehicle, trusted
himself to Providence and the driving
of his colleague on,the box.

Ince did not waste any time in tryi
o overtake the rascais, but at once
turning to Saunders, who Was sianding,
;!‘?Oe:pish ;lnd t‘fcuuty. :wt. with a stubborn

on his €, Dot man, arids

from him, he H ot | e

u_?o you're in with these rogues after
an?”

Saunders shook his head and replied
wlgn'yf I had

“No, I'm not n't a notio;
Mr. Willlams, whom 1 heard uﬂ ?;':
when 1 wus at Brlar Lodge, was Bob
Gurney. Bob should have toid me, and
then 1I'd bave cut my tongue out sooner
;l;:]nh have set you on the track of

James lnce smiled lrlml?.

“In the interests of justice it was just
a8 “well he didn’t,” “You've
done me & good turn by guttln" me on
the track of the scoundrels, g you
may make your mind easy, for they
would have been caught befare long

o meut d Blep b far
this time, and if they haven'{ cc?.';’.mﬁ

‘ . v Mwe wy me osachk o,
will to deo it.”

“‘Murder!" ;et?oedeBt‘t‘x‘nd‘:rs. hoarsely,

“Xes. Mr, nt! lying more
dead than alive in the big houga over
there, and I'm edgolng to see whether the
doctor’'s arrived yet. But I've t some-
thing else to see to first. In tf; mean-
time you may as well go to the house,
too. You've got a ntmiq ing pair of
arms, and you may be o Se in carry-
ing the poeor feilow.”

gaur:deu turned rather meluetantly in
‘the direction Eré.n;ed out; and James

Ince went quic! along t
spot where he left
brought him from Doncaster,
driver a note which he
clled on a leaf from his

t caster
waliting to see the fly s .
pace, ne then returned to e -deserted
mansion, where he had left his wounded

friend.
The doctor had by this time arrived
and done his best for Bt. Qui
had now sunk Into a state of stupor.
With the help of the stalwart Saunders,
the wounded man was carried from the
house, across the park and to the Red
Lion, where a room had been prepared
for h'm.

“He will want the most carefu] nurs-

."* said the doctor.

8 soft voice at his elhow an-

swered him: :

“T'11 do just whatever you tell me, and

1 shall never leave him for a moment.”
“And what she can't d6 I will"
chimed In Ince. “If this young Jady and
1 can’t \save him together, doctor, no-
body could. We'd both glve our lives
for him; wouldn’'t we?"
The girl bowed her head in silence,

her lip quivering and her eyes looking .

very large and dark.
“Well,” said the doctor, gently, *“thers

will be three of us then, for I'll stay

here till the morning, and by that time
we shall probably know how the case is
likely to go on.” ¥

The doubt suggested was a terrible
shock to the girl, who bore it bravely.
however, and did not give way to sobs
m:r'l‘:":i;ﬁ: was an anxious one, but to-
wur: morning there was a change
in the condition of the patient, and as

docto! Dorcas ¥

r and were still i
ing, James Ince, on the advice the
fo to whom he

T &

As he expected. & lice inspector
from Doncaster called g: sée him at a
erretts un tar Shne Sotle et s
narrated. as S .g

nady.lnhhpencllodnotototng

by Le-
. but_of their
Williams,”

ney,” was already
agents of the ln.w‘
than one term of imp

track of the rogues,
but, t(l’ml:m?h. they had tomhe n:a—‘

of e

8 xcessive
punishment, e vehicle covered

with airt and dust—the :ho'm-

dht?gurod« o do
:::ltg‘uil:e% of elir 'h-.vg: tﬁﬁn th2
train that hudthl:.wnnhldml“tlﬂtel? mtxxl%z;
o ‘g'ln tracking them.

yelt;‘ the mean however, James '

time,
ore work for the police, H=
%glc:tel:l‘gh? circumstances of their find-
ing his friend in the empty mn;l:n‘.
and the wor he had uttered about

the pond. ks

inspector agreed with him
Lh'ﬁ?k.lng they might form a v;lubum-
clue to some of the 4ol of the
cals who hn%run.ulud % ulltltv‘u."
decided to ag the pond that,
morning.

Lea uintin, therefore, to_Lhe
care X?”ﬁus‘a.?om nurse, Jg:-.lm_m
went with the inspector to ’.:
and, finding the pond _without diffi-
culi nqta: at once that in one cerncr
of 'i{tm weed on the surface had re-
cently been dhturbod.not 24 i

Of course, a small e
followed the two men kthn“l
ous ps in_the par B
utood‘a at a little distance,
what wu‘s'oem to

it was " o

d‘h‘f}g:‘ln‘??ﬁ!;h Seﬂ over tne i
:vnu-melllns water, The old man bn'
R ints wft;‘{ixe groekah da mj dong
ﬁ,"?t': t{,ower windows In the doings of

and the ves
mﬁm ’ﬁ‘fg“ﬁeen"mm from the creep-
o lay in heaps under the walls,
ﬂ.mu Ince was seized with a feel-
ing of sickness and horror as. he
looked about him and tho‘l‘h:*!'m‘
mystery which he felt sure hey were
about to unravel had

pcrht‘ro been.
f the insanity or death of
e Ca est friend. He felt convinced,

beyond all doubt that there really

as_a secret hidden Leneath thelr

fe clue to
et,which would give the
:e":.““ upon St, Qulnun. 5
Meanwhile the tor Was prob-
ing beneath the surface of weed and
llfme. and before lon his stick
touched something that he knew
must be X.
“There’s somethi

Wa 3
“We'd better get th

hand 1 etting g1
U815 called some of the idlers

ts as seemed the most
l?:not service in «d SInE
cealed box to the Iho’o
There was & short space of

edH.° h d, and 014 S
f the pon
the:: oono or’ two sturdy t_l’h to
ventm'el ‘-llt::or kthc “:':e’h e .t L
for a pitehfo and .
»
intense

suspense as the first man to venture . §

into the pond announcea that he:
ething. He was armed with
T kayrake. With which he tHEged 5

-.'. i:;f.r!!w ﬁ"/;‘
B B

ngled mass, dead on the stone bemeath.

the green and For already rumors had begun

thing -square ‘and solid
weight . Hero it was seized
dozen hands, and soon ther.
the bank under the trees a sq
shabby . old por -
strong, well corded. and strapped and

e person of the governess,
Stanley, who, however much she

had tha as trye,
Ce i 5 ha‘ he had
. declared, paying Leblanc’s face t
heavy day’'s work before him. tl.tr Bun.!ey ec .
However this 7
employed to break :
E of .:hl‘:h‘thcx

/portion of a human

Dorcas Lane that
set her evil eymhe found

simple-minded iadv
v° l)d . m

: - second
\h(_:pmtlfh:rtumt-

ich she mov:d.

w x to which they coui
© faSadous ‘we
French

in
to advance 1
0 mpnly hw‘gnomml the
‘with suspense and. o
&y Leblane, it was
tter of doubt whetlier
oy nm'ot his victims
11 mysterio: : E "
d in a line upon

been quite satisfied with what they
lhowulv bhim of the Property vhich they
declared to be that of their “nfege,™
and Dorcas herseif had been taken in
without the least difficulty.
shamefaced Monsieur Marbeau
::; f;reoam 1o come forward to bear wii-
extent to which he had been
victimized, under pretense that he was
the husband chosen by ber guardians
for the lovely beiress. Captain Darmall
fo his great annoyance, hag alse ta wp-
Pear in the character of dupe. Twa or
three others were induced to come for-
ward, and lastly St Quintin, still weak
and 411 from the affects of the blow
which had been dealt him by one c:
the murderous rufians, whom he pe-
:lev:: to have been Leblanc, stood up
n the witness box to testify th
had been induced 1o cgtnr toy 1en;‘ ine
y _ O s
g ﬁ Dar tkhnl sum ad
ck- t 5
he went on., “but I wo:;’ i g

d not adv
the money until i had seen t.he‘?aﬂf;

whom I Ehew as Miss Densley,  r'o;
hcu:h 1 knew she was i omn’; of all
the schemes of tpese People who calie.
themselves her reiations, I knew alsc
that they were not at all innocent, ang
that |  must OR my guard with
them, and go 1 wished to take ‘her gs
well as myseif out of their clutches.'
This speech, uttered very simply ang
manfully, Produced a strong effect in
l: o?lzl too common o
0 feel sympath
v nersanages ln %‘ ‘.gim'igtn%

The Straightforward wa
8ave his evidence, the n{n‘(‘l‘ln:gc’:nﬁ
which he made it known that he hag
N matier what By ~ne SIrL be loved
2 84,
or° what the difficulties %fﬁ‘ﬁi’wﬁfgﬁ
he would have to surmount, created g
(o g impression, not ouly in his favor,
Ut in that of. the girl herselt,
Bhe, poor chila, was by pno means
such a good witness as he was.

¥, she answered badly, with hesita-
tion and celuctance, - se. iy raised
i Rl et e, e
on of nervousnecs
and distress that ouly her
2& tl‘o.nn;‘genera.l cond §

riful designing creature,

For indeed she felt consciogs that ber
situation was g shameful one, and
could not but feel that pari of t
&race, if not of the uilt, ‘of
of the unhappy Burdock  lay
:on innocent shoulders. So sh

ered and grew answered quickly
ought 1o have been careful
when she ought to have been

she ended by baving the
indeed, but at the cost
sufirages of the women.
or the accused man, Gurney or
. he was proved to have posed

d Ellrdhn f R

,m ared t.h: pig:de:u ;ﬁf

st a's Chook.t mdﬁﬁaf e s
= V. &

£ hnn: it w ghtly- con-

o ), ‘.:mu' at, being an expert forger, he

int: | ransack the. you
man's portmanteau for specimens of his
handwriting, and thes 0 draw checks
in favor of self and his fellow-rogue,

forging St. Quintin's signature to %
And it was easy to believe that, but
for thet r”t of James }n,ce in snatching
away the coat containing the -check-
and thus forcing the two rascals
to. come back to Densley in search of iL,
they would, after calling at the Don-
caster Hotel for St. Quintin’s 1 ge.
have taken the train to London. an per-
haps have succeeded in cashing some

and in getting a fr Eng-
land before the‘ree W‘El :'1";:3' toml?dn‘l
hue and cry. =

ly asséerted that h
had been utl:mQ %?n tg' huu‘:f'lng St
tin, and n himself was
to think that this true. Tt

ression which m him
tJ

and f.
had @
-deserted mansi, 3
The trial resulted in the convictien

"”ﬁx a : tha.fexp last "hour was com th:"
»*who“’mz" ox- ﬁ% nd 1 ﬁ‘ hw 4 save
' 4 m n -

wm ot t in the on.

th me blance and Gurney
s J" conspiracy to de-

on the cha
fraud, and the woman was sentenced

.- to seyen years’ penal servitude and
‘th myux t: fourteen. i, {

e 1 " AL
When the case was over. Dorcas
he' m::nﬂ here ﬁh.‘iu? ‘:12'
who g S ‘she X
found her, broken down and broken-
hearted, in the s lttle Douse
Mhelte: betors e SEve oF T e
8! ore
bDut' terﬂ%relrlxn a8, the helress of
ensley Wo g j 7
- She Tepulsed St - iptin, told him
she novcpr wished tg; se¢ him again.
behaved with fierce price, sent him
away grav nd disconsolate. and then
cried her es out with misery =t
;vhnt che felt that she was hound (o
0.
She could not let him mate with suca
4n _outcast as Fate had- made of het
Mrs Mortimer. howsver, would not
sit down tamely under the unmerited
shame which had beer put on her

v[rotnno. Sh: wrote ts Sir William
M«

appeali to his generosity to
take lo?no’ plntg upon a girl. a negr
relation of his, Who was prevented
by her sad fiion fron m-rrylng ’
‘man of L and handsome for-
une, who loved her and who was loved

came stich an answer as

ariea g?h the.ladies wila indignats
; 3 2 8- : a in: ation.
Sir Wiiliam oy e

that. having

regard to the scandalous position in
which his grand-uiece hac placed her-
, in rself the talk of
With a gang of

erers, he could

3 l;er,,.g he,w%ula

; in other circum-

er, AL Mpe ;torumer

honor, gln._t in l.!t. ¢

m a visit
her in the

t & month later,
g0t n. 1tier ta- o posany
dwriting which - did " not
“ﬂﬂ,‘lxl‘ ng it he found 1t to

. o4 ﬂr-tl-'ot our
“hi g?‘M'wm
‘:1 wife, t%t‘
unable

chimne
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